


Shahabad.—No rain. Weather hot. Threshing of rabi continues. Sowing of 
cline goto os Cattle-disease reported from one village in Sasaram. Fodder and a Fi 


sufficient. Prices stationary. 


Saran.— Weather seasonable. Threshing of rabi crops almost finished, China and 
indigo doing well. Fodder and water sufficient. Averago prices are—common rice 12 seers 
14 chittacks and makai 21 seors 6 chittacks, against 9 seers 2 chittacks and 10 seers 1 
chittak respectively last year. 


Chamagen ata) at Motihari “91, Bettiah -52, Barharwa ‘07, Bugaha 139, 
Rami ‘61. Weather getting warm. Some rain this week. Harvesting of rabi almost 
over, ds are pen | prepared for bhadoi and aghani. The rain has much improved the 
prospects of china and indigo. Common rice and maize sell at Sadar at 124 and 21 seers 
respectively, against an average 14} and 204 seers. 


.—Rainfall at Sadar 67, Threshing of radi crops still going on. Paddy, 
mung and china already sown aro —_— up well. Prices are—common rico 10 to 13 seers, 
wheat 14 seers, barley 23 seers, makai 20 seers, gram 17 seors, and rahar 20 seers, per rupee. 


Darbhanga.— Rainfall at Sadar 1°14, Samastipur ‘15, Madhubani +83. Weather cloudy 
with east wind. Harvesting of rabi crops completed. Sowing of early paddy and mung 


going on. Rain has done much good. Fodder and water available. Common rice sells at 
11 seers per rupee at Sadar. . 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Sadar 65. Weather hot with westerly wind. Harvesting of 
rabi completed; outturn favourable. Jfahua flowers being gathered. Mango prospects 
good. Cattle-disease called Ahooraha or bhangha reported from several villages in the 
Beguserai subdivision. Rice sells as follows :— 


Sadar te ty “sve 12. to 16 seers per rupeo. 
Begusarai soa beat te F203" ~ 45 * 
Jamui tee xe: eve 13 


” ” 


Bhagalpur.— Rainfall at Sadar *66. Weather much cooled down by the recent rain. 
Harvesting of rabt crops 4 vyitn completion. MJaiua being gathered in Banka. No 
cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 18 seers 14 
chittacks per rupee at Sadar. 


Purnea,—Rainfall at Sadar ‘99, Kishanganj 2°65, Araria 1-03, abi crops boing 
harvested ; outturn fair, Ploughing going on for baatoi crops. A few cases of cattle-pox 
< aie from Araria subdivision, IJ*odder and water ssitictant, Common rice selling 
as follows :—~ ; - ; 


Sadar toe one ep wos 15 seers per rupee. 
Kishanganj on pat ase UD INA LG 5 vonage. agg = 
Araria lw. sis eos eee 16 


»” ” 


Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-45. Weather a little cooler since Saturday, 16th. Much 
good has been done by tke rain. Ploughing and sowing of bhadoi crops going on. 
Ordinary rice selling at 14 seers a rupee. Drinking-water sufficient. 


Sonthal Parganas.—Slight rain at Deoghur. QMahua being gathered; generally good 
crop. Rain wanted for sugarcane and oes. Fodder and water feecasbaa iecece: 
Some cattle-disease in Deoghur and Jamtara. , Price of common rice 13 to 144 seers, and of 
maize 17 to 21 seers per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall at Jajpur -02, Banki +13. Weather hot. Dalua ripening and 
being harvested in places. New sugarcave being planted. ‘Tobacco being gathered. 
Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. ch. 
fae e it ies nae ad 3} 
a, eee +90 oe oe 6 
Renteapass es “ey ae Apliind: (laws Gaim aan 
Banki vy a kes (ei 2 26-38 


Balasore.— Rainfall at Sadar 1°80. Threshing of sarad continues. Dalua being 
harvested. Cotton and sugarcane growing” well. Price of rice varies from 14 to 19 seers 
7 ni ag in the interior. Rice sells at 14 and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and 

hadrak respectively. Fodder and water sufficient, 


_ Angul.—Rainfall at Angul ‘61, Weather hot. Price of common rice stationary 
a8 in last week, ; 











“That he said with our detailed pro before him. Iam ae content , 
to rest upon that, and to leave the Bill in the hands of the Council, feeling quite _ 
safe regurding its fate in the hands of my Successor. 


“I want now to say one word with reference to Bombay. We are not in 
a position to criticise the por arrangements. My information leads me to 
confirm what the Hon’ble Mr. Risley has said, namely, that whoever is to blame 
for any breakdown that may have occurred or have been thought to have 
occurred in those arrangements, it was not the Municipal Commissioner or the 
Municipal Corporation who are to blame, Quotations liave been made from 
popular authorities in regard to the provisions of this Bill and as to the sub- 
Pination of municipal authorities to one another; that was a point which was 
settled in Lord Reay’s excellent speech in winding up the debate in his Council, 
but I find that the one thing Mr. Tilang (who has been quoted against us) 
‘insisted upon was the absolute necessity of one governing spirit ruling the whole 
of the Municipal Administration, and ho preferred giving powers to the Municipal 
Commissioner rather than to Executive Committees. We have sought to secure 
the one governing spirit in the Chairman while associating with him experienced 
Members of the Corporation as advisers and guides. 

“In respect of the Corporation itself, the Bill follows the principle laid 
down by Lord Reay. The Corporation is given those powers which can 
properly be exercised by large deliberative: assemblies, The Committee is 

iven the special control which cannot well be exercised by the larger body. 

he Chairman is given and must be given the power of conducting Executive 
operations, the every-day work of the City, without minute interference, which 
can only do harm and has done much harm in the past. As Lord Reay said:— 
‘The funetions of a representative assembly such as the Corporation are those 
of superintendence and check. Administrative work tan only be done by those 
who are trained to it. A clear separation of functions on these lines is the 
essential principle of this Bill; and I ope when the Select Committee has the 
Bill before them they will carefully consider the representations which may be 
received from the local bodies who have been addressed on the subject of’ this 
Bill, and will see theirway to carry out the cardinal principle of the Bill which 
will be affirmed by the vote which will be taken to-day. If they recognise 
that the majority is against them, I hope they will not deprive the Committee 
of the benefit of their experience. hope they will tists the Government to 
carry out its own proposals in the best way, although from their point of view 
they may not consider them the best, I hope they will approach the subject 
iu Committee in a fair and reasonable and statesmanlike spirit.” 


The Motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee being put, the 
Council divided :— * 


Ayes 12, | ; Noes 4. 


Honb'le Mr. Spink. Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen. 

Hon'ble Mr. Turner. Hon'ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee. 

Hon’ble Sahibzada. Hon’ble Babu Kali Charan Banerjee, 

Mahomed Bakhtyar Shah. | Hon’ble Babu Norendra Nath Sen. 

Hon’ble Mr. Buokley. 

Hon’ble Mr. Oldham. : 

Hon'ble Mr. Finucane, © 

Hon'ble Nawab Syud Ameer Hossein. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Prait. 

Honb’le Rai Durga Gati Banerjea 
ur, 

Hon’bie Mr. Risley. 

Hon’ble Mr. Gri ley. 

Hou’ble the Prosident, 


So the Motion was carried, 


The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 16th instant. 





F. G. WIGLEY, 
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WEATHER 4ND OROP REPORT. 





For the week ending the 2nd May 1898. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot. Rain wanted for hing and for sowi 
aus paddy. Fields being manured, Fodder and water eticeak Gola rice ‘ating ad 


follows :— 
Srs. 
— Pe oak so Da M4 ey 
ez gc SREB 
Raniganj one oer ee 14 


Birbhum,.—Rainfall nil. Weather very hot. Rain wanted. Prospect of 4? crop . 
favourable. Manuring of fields still going on. Prices of rice— 


Sadar—12°12 soers per rupee. 
Rampur Hit 13:14 seers per rupee. 


Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.—No rain. Weather hot and occasionally cloudy. Transplantation of sugar 
cane progressing. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease. Price of common rice « 
Bankura and | Vishnupur 15 seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—No rain. Prospects of boro indigo, sugarcane and /fl good. 
Common 1b seils as follows :— i . 


" Srs. 

_— “3 a ae na 2 

lontai obe Mas Bh aa . 14015 
Tamluk Mia's ma Se Figs 124 ¢ Permupes. 

Ghatal Vat . Bhs vO 13 


Hooghly.—No rain, Rain badly wanted. Cattle-disease im Dadpur and Polbo than- 
as. Oommon rice 11 to 13 seers per rupee. 

Howrah.—Rainfall nil. ‘Weather hot with strong south-easterly wind. Harvesting of 
poro paddy at Uluberia still continues. Rain wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. Com- 
mon rice sells at 11 to 13 seers per rupee. ; 


94-Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot and windy. No crops on the ground. 
Rain is badly wanted for tillage of lands. ‘A fow cases of cattle-disease reported from § 
Mphoere Scarcity of water reported from somo places in Basirhat. Common. rice sells 
as follows :-— ‘ ; 


Srs. 

a ; cad 8 a. 10 to a 

Basirha' ve es a , 

Barasat ‘is a ao inane 

Diamond Harbour am ins eed 12 

Nadia.—Rainfall nil. Sowing of bhadoi, jute, and ing on. Rain 

a badly wanted for sowing of aus. Common Bb tel ing at ti to Bi pened per rupee. 
Fodder insufficient in places, Water sufficient. No atte tiadion. 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall nil, ‘Weather hot. Lands are boing prepared for aus, ame” 
and jute cultivation. Plantation of sugarcane continues, Rain much wanted for cultivate 
purposes. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— ; 







sont sas oN oe Saylor thy oy 
an aoe vee eee one "1 rupeo. 
Jangipur soe oe oe ee 2 14 7 
Jessore.—No rain, Weather very sultry. Pl and sowing retarded for want 
in. Rain badly wanted. No tof ne be insufficie? 


Tain 


and water somewhat scarce in places in the Jhenida subdivision. Price of commen s* 


















Khulna.—No rain. Weather hot and windy, Harvestin 
tion of aus paddy commenced. Folder and water available, 
thana Baitaguuta, Common rive sells as follows :— ; 






g of boro paddy and oultiva-' 
Cattle-disease reported from 


og nen eee ee oon oid Il to un} 
’ - wee oo oo 1 ru 5 
Bagerhat bata) oe oe ee 12 “a ie 


Rayshahi.—No rain. Weather very hot. Prospoots of crops good. No cattlo-dis 2 
Fodder and water ample. Rice sells from 11 to 14 seers per fo ig Eppes 


inajpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, Sowing 
going op. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient. 


rupee. 


of bhadoi paddy and jute 
Rico selling at 14 seers’ per 


Jal i.—Rainfall at Sadar -11, Alipur Duars 7:31. Weather cloudy and hot. 


Sowing of thadoi paddy and jute continues. No want of 
Common rice sells from 11 to 14 seers per rupee, 


fodder and drinking-water. 


Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling ‘70, Siliguri 2:43. Weather seasonable. Hills — 
Biadoi and potatoes progressing. Terai—Sowing of bhadoi, jute and sugarcane going on. 


Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


Hills—9 to 11 seers per rupee, 
Terai-—12 to 16 ,, sa . 


Biutia sells from 16 to 80 seers per rape. 


Rangpur.—No rain. Sowing of aus and jute continues. Harvesting of tobacco 
proceeding. Prospects good. Common rice selling at 12 to 15 seers per rupee, Fodder 
and water sufficient. Good drinking-water reported scarce in places in Gaibanda. 


Bogra.—Rainfall nil. Sowing of jute and aus continues. Fodder and water ample 
except in thana Dhunote. Common rico selling from 11} to 14} seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—No rain. Weather partially cloudy and hot. Orop prospects good. Plough- 
ing going on everywhere, Price of rice 10 to 12 seers per rupee. Hodder sutticient, 


Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather vory hot. rant 40, 8 of boro proceeding. Fodder 


_ available, No cattlo-disease, Want of good drinking-water 
- 11 to 18 seers per rupee. : 


the interior. Common rice - 


, Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Jamalpur 8:60. Weather cloudy and close, Sowing of 
paddy Her jate nearly completed. Rain badly wanted. Supply of water insufficient. Oom- 


mon rice 10 to 12 seers per rupee. 


Faridpur.—No rain. Weather very hot and windy. Rain wanted for sowing of aus 


~ and aman . Prospects of aux unfavourable for want of rai 
Rico sells pe) seers per rupee. Fodder and water availabl 


n. Boro paddy being reaped, 
e for the present. No cattlo- 


ing —Rainfall nil. Weather hot. Rain wanted for crops. Qommon rice 


Backergunge. 
tells from 8 to 13 seers per rupee. 


j Tippera.—No rain. Weather very hot. Sowing of paddy and jute started in places. 
Scarcity of water reported. Fodder sufficient, Price of eu from 11 to 124 seers per rupeo. 
ce ~ 


Noakhali.—No rain. Sowing of aus commenced. rovepecs not good. Rain much 


Wanted. No cattle-disease. F and water insufficient, 


mmon rice selling at 10 to 18 


Chi —No rain. Days and nights very hot ; aoe pleasant, Rabi harvesting 
1 


ee Outturn below the average. Rain wanted. 


oe selling at 11 seers per 


Patna,—No rain. Rabi harvest almost finished. Sugarcane doing well. Prices 
“ationary. In: Patna common rice selling at 15 seers per rupee. Fodder and water for 


- cattle « 


“Yalor sufficient, “Rioo sells at 1° scers, 
‘ud ariar 18 seers per rupeo, ves 





Gaya,—No rain. Prospects 4 Sugarca: no and china doing well. Fodder and 
Pas burley 20 seers, wheat 13 seors, gram 17 seers, 


Shahabaa.—No . rain. Weather hot. Threshing of ralé continues. § 
and china doing well. Cattle-disease reported from some places in Sasaram. Fo La and 


water sufficient. : 


Saran.—No rain. Weather seasonable. China and indigo crops good, Preparation 
for bhadoi sowing continues, Fodder and water sufficient Average prices are—common 
“a 12:6 seers and makqi 20°14 seers, against $'15 seers and 10:2 seers per rupee respectively 
ast year. 


Cham —No rain. Bhadoi and aghani being sown. Land being also prepared, 


Common is and maize séll at Sadar at 12 and 22 seers per rupee respectively, against 
average 15 and 20} seers. ; 


Muzaffarpur.—No rain. Prospects good. Prices are—common rice 10 to 13 seers, 
wheat 14 seers, barley 23 seers, 19 seers, gram 16 to 17 seers, and arhar 20 seers per 
rupee. 

Monghyr.—No rain.. Weather hot, Threshing of abi crops not yet finished. 
Cattlo-disense reported from Ballia and ‘Tegra thavag in the Begusarai subdivision, 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


Monghyr ws po vs 114 to 18 seers per rupee. 
Begusarai hs ave ve «32 to 18, a 
Jamui ane re } ane VS mae ak 3 


Bhagalpur.— No rain. Weather hot. Rain urgently needed for ploughing. Rabi 
harvest over. Jango crop promises well. Mahua gathering continues in Banka. Stray 
cases of cattle-disease repo from Banka and Supaul subdivisions. Price of common rice 
stationary. 

Purnea.—No rain. Harvesting of rabi crops nearly over. Sowing of jute and bhadoi 
paddy commenced. Prospects favourable. A few cases of cattle-pox reported from Matiari 
oi Benigeni in the Araria subdivision. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling 
as follows :— 


Sadar ie Be ets 15 seers per rupee. 
Araria neh Si aoe 4 Pentahepiees v4 
Kishanganj see ao w- 156tol6 ,, oy 


Malda.—Rainfall nil. Weather very hot. Threshing of rabi_ crops almost finished. 
Ploughing and sowing of dhadoi crops retarded for want of rain. Mango promises well, 
Ordinary rice selling at 13 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


Sonthal Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Rain wanted for sv and also to replenish 
fodder and water-supply. Price of rige 13 to 14} seers, ae gp gel 16 to 2], seers per 
1upee. ; 

Cuttack.—No rain. Dalua spering and being harvested in places. New sugarcane 
being planted. Tobacco being gathered. Condition of cattle generally good, Fodder 
gufficient. Common rice sells as follows — , 


Srs. ch, 
Cuttack on ora one ase 13 13 ) 
Jajpur eee tos oe SBA tay, V feuds fc 
Kendrapara ... pe one eos kee Pes rupey 
Banki ese see oo Niigee? SO) ce 


Balanare Raniah nil, Sugarcane growing well. Qotton flowering. _Dalua being 
harvested.  Ploughing continues. Pricer ot rioo varies from 13 to 19 seers per rupee = 
the interior, Rioe sells at 13 and 16 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak rospoctively 
Fodder and water suiligient, 


Angul.—No rain, Weather hot. No crops on the ground exept sugarcane, Fodder 


_ and water available. Qattle-disease abating. Price of common rice stationary. 






Pari —Na gt Dalua paddy being reaped. Mung being harvested. State cay 
eane, cotton, and other mi cous crops4generally good. Lands being ploughee . 
marured for next sarad crop. Caitlo-disease 3 sapcated. Fodder and g ae sufficient 
Prico of common rice almost stationary. 


Hazaribagh —No ri. Weather vory bb, Conditions favourable for mango? 
Rice sells at 11 ; 3 ; 


to 13 seers per rupee. 
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Palaman.—Rainfall nl. Westie ve in Rabi +8 mahua sien a ome —_ 2 : 
9 annas— vi ina han doing 
iL Rico welling at lage Wea oe eae” Wak Sari 
—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects good. Cattle. 
not reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Ps ay of common rice at 
seiar 144 seers and af Gpbindpur 13 seers per rupee. Supply Supply “eg 


+ Singhblnaa.—Beingell nil. Rice plentiful, and the ies is from 12 to 16 seers per 





% and D d of 
hiner acre =e Dies A peserallgettpaoed; end in wot pear khe cake 


tyes an se ben aa een want it of ety Young sugarcane, indigo 
ond nn ia ppp harvesting of s spring rice continues. ze Scien remain 
per Sees nein < i Hong ne teow wad od Fumes. 
from Y; fh, ” ea. 
Twfcioney of ioddqnceupey 38 reported from places 1 Sm and Noakhali, 
and of wee eee these places and also in na in —s 24-Parganas, Rangpur, Dacca, 
Mymensingh an Tippera. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Revenue Department, M. FINUCANE, 
The 8rd May 1898. Secretary to the Gavi. of Bengal, 
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Ill, 
Imports into Oaxourra. 


Statement shows the seoorat Routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Staples of Trapte import 
into Calcutta during the month of January 1898, 
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Routes: fallowed. bythe ‘Trade in the Prinoipal Staples. of Traffic ex 
Caloutta during the month of January 1898 :— iN ‘ 





10°9 | 29-781 


10-2 | "654 


106 629 


The mean pressure of the seven days... 


Th ‘ of th for 24 8 
e gp lye #2 es peri a sear ore 


The total number of hours of bright sunshine a 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine 


‘The mean temperature of the seven days ton 

The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office se ose ae 

The extreme variation of temperature Mage ni ats 

The maximum temperature ... on an ove 


The highest velocity of the wind in one hour we ier 


The aren aga gga Say ponding for 

ee lative “corres eet 24 year, 
Surveyor-General’s O! rare ae ia 

The total fall of rain from 24th to 30th 

Te rag See for 24 Fear, Survojo-Genel pes 


She tons Gl foam let January to 80th Apr 1898 1°40 
The mnmcage tot of the careqponding for 24 years, Sarveyor-General's 


Whe aeann ressure, temperature, &¢., fc. are deduced from the traces Barograph and renal 
a mT ot the ; 
Ke Observatory: They are expoved wade SERIGIES hase 









° ° v 

9 1 
4 ri 
887 801 
88:9 807 
880 805 
903 804 
903 80°3 


The meso 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... 


The mean ‘temperature of the seven days tig ae 
The extreme variation of temperatuie wee 2 -- =1865 
The maximum temperature ove fae ee hoe iad 
The mean 10 a.at. relative bumidity of the seven deys a 
i ‘Phe total fall of rain from 24th to 30th April 1898 = ss oe bit Hf 
| Tho daily mean temperatures are the crnde means of maximum and mivimum temperatures. 
: MarxororoorcaL Orrick, Brncat, O, Larriz, — a 
; The 2nd May 1898. Moteorelogioal Reporter to the Goo!. of Berg. 
t 
en 
} Vue 
re ts Bs ia 
: 4 ; 4 
: A 


* 


‘ 
oP a 





sm | = | S383 2 aS anne Fae a HE a a 
aoe | & genne SE ae i gaged ae oe 
~iva| > | EERE EGERRRERSSERNEE ETRE HEE EE 
wt, | 2 | Benes aaaaaaauacistiis egge E552868 ag858 298 EGIRE ; 
wospa, |= | SEGRE EEREREEEPEREEEEORIERS ERGERTE SUREE EEE & e232 
ty Hes sHag3 aaa ail 23 eee Bee #82325 ss) BRE nae 
S2RES APRABRELLRESEERSE RASS "RBSRRES BASER FPR #3358 | 


fa 29°ss agauaanenenerMnAEaaaR RESGRAK StaeR GAR Rares 


: 


_———— 
en 


x 
& 
3 
g 
s 
iy 


| 
| 
4 
| 


=a | — 3.100 


4 
& 
g 


& 
ely, 
Bho SSE83ETE 23 eesle 


Oh 
| araEs oI ZR°RTAL BURN ZR “Seal Rlg 
‘ vh)e 


Tose | sito |eanet | —Oes| _ aw 


+408 


2/8 BROUERSSESEEICE TSE SEF 3a35 pee paves 3/3 
ae eee eae taes saatace Stace PH 4 


aT ge hanes aaeaees oak: i ag al : 


hal 
~ 


38 oo aa, Rae - 
aa Ant 


vex cap ny tinie 
tia? teaetinnecirenivinns 
sl siete ; 
< 





3 agnaaageaneyepiaace? 


ane 


ot Bxggze SETSIIESTESELS $ 
hae . + | REESE EREEEEE Se Se 


Bigpaauze sagese SgapaREETE 


a Hay ER SRORREESEERS 8 
hae waRaasaa° Om grea maraaRaRn a t°asagaans | 


| 
a URE Ere earn ent mn roneeee ee eam eeren eam te 
ABR 88 SRT AF SES SR 


rt Colaba] 


Pity 


TRIE eran Bt EEE 


ERAaS? ORAS er) alee a HF bad} ; Sid gare. . 


EES ety Ebegcatas He ohee SeESEDettei]| 


- BesERaasea Seiacees ZecRsResgs S5g9R82 


petbidn i i sh oe a 


aR, me OSs 3, oh 


Cree - Fi CR ark a nme B 
3a the be: $ | 


iL sae sae i SRR 


itaageal iit 


¢ a: 





BENGAL CENTRAL yeti 


israst of principal Commodities. carried over the ‘Bengal Central Railway pr the mouth 
February 1898, as compared with the same month of en, year, 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 








For the week ending the 9th May 1898, 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar -01, Kalna *04, Katwa nil, Raniganj -22. Weather 
seasonable. Rain wanted for ploughing and for sowing aus paddy. Fields being manured. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice selling as fo OWS :— 


Srs. 
Sadar ... aes des ae Ld a 
Galna ... ace one oe 
Katwa ... ik at ves U2}. 14 { POT rupee, 
Raniganj i ea see he 18} 


Birbhum,—Reinfall at Sadar ‘01, Rampur Hat 1:50. Weather hot and cloudy. More 
an wanted. Manuring and ploughing of fields going on. Prices stationary. No want of 
odder, 


Rainfall at Bankura ‘76, Vishnupur ‘37. Weather hot and occasionally 

doudy. ‘Transplantation of sugarcane going on. More rain required for ploughing. Fields 

ng manured. No report of cattle-disoase, Fodder and water sufficient. Gommon rico 
telling at 15 seers a rupee at Sadar and Vishnupur. 


, _Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar -04, Ghatal -08. Prospects of indigo, sugarcane and 
Hil good. Onsen rice sells as follows :— 


8rs, 

ie azé oa eho a a3 

mtai ao nea wes w. 14 to 16 
Tamluk ay ses eg ae 1O4\\7-Pereupes. 

Ghatal Se eh »12to 18 


ghly—Bome rain on the evening of 7th. Complaints coming of scarcity of wate 


. , Hoo 
2 thana Singur. Common rice sells from 10 to 12 seers per rupee. 





seasonable. arvesting of boro continues. 'od- 


Howrah —Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, | TH | 
sells from 10} to 13 seers per rapeo- 


der and water sufficient. Oommon rice 


o4-Parganas,—Rainfall at Sadar “42, Weather hot and cloudy. No crops on the 
ground. More rain badly wanted for tillage. Fodder sufficient, but good water insufficient 
in bao ON reported from the Diamond Harbour subdivision. Common rice 
sells as follows :— 


Srs 


Bader gf R ve 10 to 124 
t ee Po —- 
\ Basirbat ee re he 133 | we eR 
Diamond Harbour mat os as 123 ] 
Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 02, Mehorpur *06, Chuadanga ‘03. Sowing of aus has com- 
menced, but the seed will not. germinate without rain. igo and sugarcane doing well. 


Common rice selling at 11 seers to 12 seers 13 chitaks per rupee. Fodder and water in- 
sufficient in places. Cow-pox reported from thana ‘Tehatta. ~~ 


Murshidabad.— Rainfall at Sadar ‘99, Kandi nil, Jangipur °77. Weather seasonable. 
Harvesting of rabi finished. Sowing of aus and aman commenced. The recent rain has 
done much good to the cultivation of crops. State of indigo and mulberry hopeful. Fodder 
sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar eee oo oer eee 12 
Kandi. tes Mes Leh 133 }per rupee. 
Jangipur ... oe ove ies 13% 


Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar *20, Jhenida 02, Bangaon ‘84. Weather hot .and close, 
cloudy but without rain. Ploughing and sowing re' ed for want of rain. Cattle-diseas? 
reported from Muhammadpur. Fodder not sufficient, and water somewhat scarce in some 
places in the Narail and Jhenida subdivisions. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. ch. 
Jessore «se ooh aed w I1ltol3 0 1 
+ ns hu a eee 5 1064 +A 0 
agura ... je. we vee to 0 r rupes. 
Narail’ ... vee bes ate 11 6% Pi 
Bangaon... 28% . . tol 0 


Khulna.—No rain. Weather hot, Harvesting of boro and cultivation of aus going on. 
Fodder and water available, Cattle-disease abating. Oommon rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sse aie bad eeu we Ll to ~ } 
hira ia es ve fan 3 rupee. 
Bagerhat ss ee RYT tue 124, a a 


Rayshahi,—Rainfall at Sadar’ +19, Nator 1:00, Naugaon “57. Sowing of aman and 


bhadoi paddy going on. Prospects of crops good. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water 
available. Price of rice ranges from 11 to 14 seers per rupee. 


_  Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 1:8. Weather cool und cloudy. Sowing of bhadoi and 
jute going on. No cattle-disease. Fodder and drinking-water sufficient. . Rico selling at 


13} seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri, —Rainfall at Sadar 5-08, Alipur Duars18:79. Weather cloudy and hot. 
Sowing of bhadoi and jute going on. ‘The recent rain has done much good to the stand- 
ing crops. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells from 11 to 16 seers per rupee. 
Dari ling Rainfall at Darjesling 2°83, Kurssong 1°86, Siliguri 5:33, Weather 
seasonal f “Hills. —Bhutta, potatoes aA chota marua | grossing. Tarut—Sowing o Dai 
jute and sugarcane going on. ‘Coarse rice sells as f o ae neers - 
Hills—10 to 12 seers per rupee. 
‘Perai-—13 to 16 ',, ai sak 
Bhutia sells from 16 to 28 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—District averago rainfell 1:24. Rainfall ot Kurigram 2-39, Nilphamer’ 
| 219, Gaibanda 1-4, Sowing of jute continues. Weeding of aus goite on. Harvesting 
re proceeding. Prospects good. Common rice selling at 12 to 14 seers “hn 
Fodder and water sufficient. Good drinking-water reported scarce in places in Gai ne 
—Averago rainfall 39. Sowing of ‘ute and aus continues. Fodder and water 
ne OER Be Sh latalpa 
‘ sOGt tana OT AML OAR BOR OO! , : i 
; 


Fo ‘ 






; 










é ang prchictoe j Bes . qi ee 
th somal van wi Yul farther sowge 
: 


tain wi Owings of jute 
Dacce--Raintall'el andar “80,” Nacsings 





” mj *53. Manikganj and Munshiganj nil. 
Weather hot. Sowing of aus and jute going ab. Harvesting of boro proceeding. Fodder 
sralpbles: Aeieeee erent eos ater oy MORE bee saps 


Mw h.—Rainfall at Sader 198, Jamalpur 1:55, Netrokona °68. Weather 
cloudy. Prospects of standing crops fair. Rain wanted in some places. Common rice 10 to _ 
‘12 soord per rupee, see : 


Faridpur.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Rain wanted for sowing of paddy crops. 
Pros of aux not favourable. Rice sells at 10$ per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient 
for the present. 


Backergunge.—Rainfall nil. Weather warm. Rain wanted for crops. Common rice 
solls from 8 to 13 seers per rupee. 


Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘80. Weather hot and cloudy. The rain of last night 
(8th) and that of this morning (9th) will facilitate sowing. Scarcity of water and green 
fodder all over the district. “Rice sells from 10 to 12} seers per rupee. 


Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘33. Prospects of crops not good. More rain wanted. 
No cattle-disease. . Fodder and water insutficieat. Price of rice 10 to 14 seers por rupee. 


Chitta, 2. Tigorniteg ‘12. Rabi harvesting continues; outturn below the average. 
Rain cons Rive selling at 11 seers per rupeo. 
Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar -22, Dinapore +09, Barh ‘50. Land being prepared for 
bhadoi cultivation. China continues good, Prices stationary. Common ricé selling at 15 
seers per rupeo at Patna. Fodder and water'for cattle sufficient, f 


Shahabad.—No rain. Sugarcane and china doing well. Cattle-disease reported from 
somé'Villagés’ in Sasatam. Fodder and water suilidient. Prioes stationary. 


Saran.—Rainfull at Sadar °30, Gopalganj 24. Weather seasonable. Standing 
crops’ good. Preparation for Jhadoi sowing continues. Fodder and ‘water sufficient. 
Average prices are—common rice 1213 seers and makai 21-10, against 8*9 seers’ and 10:2 
seers ‘per rupee respectively last year. ¢ 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari ‘75, Bettiah -73, Barharwa °43, Ramnagar 1:59. 
Weathier cool aud cloudy,’ Rain beneficial to early sowing of bhadot and early paddy. Pre- 
paration of land continues. Common rice and maize sell at Sadar at 124 and 21} seers 
respectively, against average 15 and 20} seers. 


Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘86, Hajipur +13, Sitamarhi 39. Prospects good. 
Prices are—ocommon' rice 10 to 13° seers, wheat 14 seers,” barley 225 “seers, makai 19 aes, 
gram 16 to 17} seers, and rahar 20° to 21 seers per rw 4 ‘ 


i a a * Snes wis Samastipur 12, a nse —— for 
oi ia s. y paddy and mung coming up well. Rain m beneficial. 
Fodder and sii hr ient. Brives stationary. 3 adi 
-Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr *01 Begusnrai nil, Jamui nil. Weather hot in th 
hegioning’ with high east wind, latterly ool; Common rice sells as follows:— 2 


Monghyr Pe) ph ++ 11 to 13 seers per rupee. 
‘Buginessi i ‘2 im ma 
Samui aie ates os  I1to 184 ,, 

_ Jom » 


Gy Roggatper— Rainfall at Sadar ‘84, Mudhipura +13, Supaul 07. Weather somewhat 
da Ploughing in progress. Fodder and water sufficient. Caftle-disease reported 
from Supaul. Price of common rice stationary. 


‘Rainfall at Sadar 1:75, Kishenganj *71, Araria ‘88, Rain did immense 
to bhadoi and jute crops. Lands being . Sowing going on. briskly. geealtrst 


propared 
Prospeots ctory. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-diseaso, Common rice golls 
4s follows:— 
par 


oe ae we 15 seers per rupee. 
: " eee one ¥) on 15 ” ” 
vishiay oom pe  1l6tolé6 ,, ” 


\, i sat 
© > 




















Malda.—Rainfall ot Sadar 30, Shibganj “31, Chanchal *06. A. good 
again fell last night (8th) pois bi by strong west wind. | ‘The rain has facilitat 
sowing of bhadoi paddy aud jute. Boro rice in ear. Rice selling at 13 seers a rupe 
English Bazar. a : WE EON, te Rees aks 

Sonthal Par nas.—Average rainfall 09. Rain still wanted for sugarcane and to 
replenish fodder aa water-supply. Prices are—rice 13 to 18 seers and maize 17} to 21 
seers per rupee. : % 


: Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Dalua and tobicco bei “harvested. 
Cotton in flower. Sugarcane growing. Condition of cattle generally good. rite 
sells as follows :— ' 


Srs, ch. 
ay aay see ove one ee 13 ) 
ajpur oes yeh eos oo oe 1 
Kendrapara ... aes “a* aire | a3 eal tie 
Banki oe wee soe ve AO LS 


Balasore.—Rainfall nil. Sugarcane growing well. Dalua ing harvested. Cotton 
flowering. Ploughing continues, Price of rico varies from 13} to 18 seers per rupee in 
the interior. Rive sells at 14 and 25 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak respev- 


tively. Fodder and water sufficient. 


_—Weather hot. Sugarcane doing well. Fodder and water available. Sattle- 
disease abating. Price of common rice stationary. 


Hazaribagh.—Roinfall at Sadar -07, Giridih 20. Slight showers. Weather hot. 
Mango erop 16 annas. Rico sells from 10 to 13 seers per rupee. 


—Rainfall “38. ge 8 of mango continue good. Rico sells ot Ranchi 
12 soors, and in the interior from 12 to 16 seers per rupee. Cattle-disease continues. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Grain in stock sufficient. 


Palamau.—Rainfall nil. Weather very hot, ‘Sugarcane doing well. Rico selling from 
12 to 17 seers per rupee, Water becoming scarce in places. No cattle-disease. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar °50, Gobindpur -39. Weather seasonable. Prospects 

. of crops on the ground good. Cattle-disease reported from tharia Purulia. Fodder and 

water sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 14} seers and Gobindpur 18 seers 
per rupee. Supply suffiaent. 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall ‘96. Rioo plontiful, and the price is from 12 to 16 seers per 
rupee, P 


- 


General Summary.—There was rain over almost the whole of Bengal Proper, Bihar, 
and Chota Nagpur during the week. No tain has been reported from Orissa. Ploughing 
and early sowings are in progress, but more rain is still required in parts. Condition of youn 
sugarcane, cling millet and indigo is good. Harvesting of spring rice and tobacco is sti! 
going on, and the cotton crop in Orissa is flowering. No important change in the price of 
rice has been reported since last week. There was cattle-disease in the districts of the 24 
Parganas, Nadia, Jessore, Khulna, Shahabad, Bhagalpur, Angul, Lohardaga and Manbhum. 
Tnsufficiency of fodder-supply is reported from Nadia, Jessore, Tippert, Noakhali, and 
-Sonthal Parganas, and of water-supply in these districts and in Hooghly, 24-Parganas, 


Rangpur, and Palamau. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Revexvs DeparTMENT, Teas M. FINUCANE, | 


The 10th May 1898. i Seerstary to the Govi, of Bengal, 
. 4 th 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro. 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 1st to 7th May 1898. if 
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Apprecinate Return of Traffic for ivukeait 29rd April 1898 om 162'24 miles open. 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
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Tur Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the i April 


1898. 
Present: 


The Hon'ble Siz Joun Woopsory, K.c.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


The Hon'ble SiC Crartes Pavt, K.C.1.2., Advocate-General of Bengal. 
The Hon’ble H. H, Risuey, C.1.8. 

The Hon’ble Rat Duras Gatt Bawensea, Bawavovr, 0.1.8. 

The Hon'ble J. Pratt 
- The Hon’ble Nawas Syup Ameer Hoseexs, C.L.E. 


The Hon'ble M. Tr eae C.8.1. 
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POLLUTION OF THE RIVER HOOGHLY. , 


The Hon’ble Basu SuRENDRANATH Banersee asked— 


I have the honour to call attention toa question which I asked in Council 
on the 7th August last, regarding the pollution of the river Hooghly by the 
discharge into it of the sewage of mills on both banks of the river, and specially 
the pollution of the river caused by the new mill at Titagarh. e Chief 
Secretary, the Hon’ble Mr, Bolton, said in reply to the first part of the ques. 
tion that the matter has not escaped attention and is still under the consideration 
_ of the Sanitary Commissioner, With regard to the second part of uy question, 

the Chief Secretary observed that the Sanitary Commissioner would be asked 
to enquire into’the matter. Will the Government be leased to state the result 
of the enquiries made with regard to both branches of the question ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ristey replied :— 


“Owing to. the heavy demands on the medical seryice in Bengal, arising 
from the depatation of a number of officers to active military service and to 
plague duty, it has been impossible as yet to undertake the inquiry into the 
alleged pollution of the Hooghly by the drainage from mills and factories, 
which was referred to in the Hon’ble Mr. Bolton’s reply given in Council 
onthe 7th August, 1897. It was stated in that reply that the case of the 
new mill at Titagarh would be dealt with in connexion with the goneral 
question. ” 


The Hon’ble raz Preswwenr said :—“I may add to this reply that I have 
had an opportunity of hearing something about the pollution of the river at 
this particular point of its course, and the Hon’ble Member has my assurance 
ned the matter will be enquired into and reported upon with the least possible 

elay, ; ‘ ; 


PLATFORM AT SEORAPHULI (EAST INDIAN RAILWAY). 


The Hon’ble Basu SoReNnDRanatn BAnerser asked— 


I have the honour to call attention to a question which I asked in 
~ Council on the 7th August, 1897, in which I referred to the condition of the plat- 
form atthe Seoraphulistation. _ In reply, the Hon’ble Mr. Bolton laid on the table 
a letter addressed to the Government by the Agent to the East Indian Railway 
Company—Colonel Gardiner—in which he said that he was of opinion that Seora- 
phuli had a claim to a high-level platform, and that he would recommend the 
same to the Board for sanction. This letter is dated the 22nd April, 1897. 
Will the Government be pleased to state whut action, if any, has been taken 
to raise the Seoraphuli platform, the low level of which is a source of serious 
inconvenience to passengers, specially Hindu ladies ; and if no action has been 
taken, what is the earliest date when action may be expected to be taken ? 


be 


The Hon’ble Mr, Buckxey replied :— 


“The reply received from the Agent of the East Indian Railway to the 
communication addressed to him by this Government shows that the work of 
raising the platform of the Sheoraphuli station, East Indian Railway, has been 
started and was stopped for a day or two during the late rush of traffic to 
‘larkessur, but has again been re-started.” PR Aree AEA Vac ou S Pata 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Ristxy replied :—_ 

“The Government has no information on the matters referred to in the 
question exce as to the namo of the Plague Inspector. He is a Mr. Connan 
and was employed as Famine Superit ent at Muzaffarpur. The Commis- 
soner of the Dacca Division will be asked to report the facts.” 


RETIRING BONUS TO MR. ree MANAGER OF THE HATWA 
2 


The Hon'ble Basu SurenpranatH Banerser asked— 

Will the Government be: pleased to state whether thero is any truth in 
the announcement made by the Behar Herald that Mr. Buskin, the Manager of the 
Hatwa Raj, who is now about to retire from the management, is to receive “a 
honus of Rs. 67,000 for long and meritorious sorvice.” If so, will the Govern- 
ment kindly state the nature of the meritorious services, and whether there was 
anything specially marked in them to call for this munificent recognition ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Finvoanr replied :— 

«Mr, Buskrn served the late Maharajah of Hatwa for 30 years as Manager, 
Assistant Manager, and in other capacities. He was the Maharajah’s confiden- 
tial friend and adviser, and highly esteemed by him. It is the custom of the 
Raj to give pensions to old servants on their retirement, and it is reported that 
the late Maharajah wished to give Mr. Buskin a liberal pension, The Maharani 
has since the Maharajah’s death pressed on the Court of Wards the propriety 
of giving. Mr. Buskin a pension of Rs. 600, and also of leasing him a Raj 
Indigo Factory on favourable terms. The Court of Wards agreed to the 
pension, but refused to lease the factory. Mr. Buskin has been allowed to 


‘commute the pension into a lump sum according to the rules of Government 


service for commutation of pensions. The value of the pension according to 
the rules is approximately Rs. 67,000. 
«The Maharani has expressed her regret and disappointment that a more 
7 ? 


liboral reward for his services has not been given to Mr. Buskin.’ 


BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1898-99. 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Ristey moved for the discussion of the Bengal Finan- 
cial Statement for 1898-99. Be 8 ; 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranatu Banersur said :—‘‘It was impossible for 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Financial Department to present what is 
called a prosperity budget at a season like the present when the country is 
just emerging from the direful visitation of a great famine and of a great earth- 

wake, with the of the plague looming in the near future. These 
isasters- have lolt their impress upon the financial situation of the country. 
The financial situation is always an index to the ls yak , or otherwise of the 
count It is an infallible barometer of the natio condition. I need only 
remind the Couneil of the weighty words of John Bright, one of England’s 
greatest orators and statesmen. He said, “Tell me what the financial 
condition of a country is, and I will tell you all about the position of the 
Government and the prospects of the people.” Judging by this standard we 
ve ‘no reason to eongratulate ourselves on the present occasion, but I do not 
mean pb? a on the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Financial 








Departme I blame nobody. I cordiall acknowledge the fact that the 
Hon'ble Member, has done ‘his best under the adverse circumstances 1 
which he found himself placed, and that ho has ably safeguarded our financi’ 
interests, ‘The, Financial Statement which is before the Qouncil gives 


lled the: Commissioners of 
e services of the Engineer- — 





g told that he would be held personally responsible _ 


J 


to lay on the table the correspondence on the — 











roa 4 gag he ap | 
us the actuals for 1896-97, the revised estimates for 1897-98, and the — 
baiiget estimatos for 1898-09, I regard the revised estimates for 1897.93 
as the most important of these. The actuals for 1896-97 may be regarded 
by some as ancient history, and as important only in their bearing on 
e revised estimates for 1897-98; and. the budget estimates for 1898.99 
represent merely a forecast which, no doubt, has been prepared with consider. 
aa care and forethought, but which may be upset by eventualities which the 
wisest may not be able to anticipate. It was estimated that the closing balance 
for 1897-98 would be ten lakhs of rupees; the closing balance, however, was only 
five lakhs. The orders of the Secretary of State are that the working balance 
of this Administration should be at least 20 lakhs. That order is a wise and 
statesmanlike order, and, haying regard to the financial position of this province, 
namely, that we have to deal with an annual revenue and expenditure of five 
crores, I do not think that a working balance of 20 lakhs is at all too much. 
That balance has now dwindled down to five lakhs. If you refer to the 
actuals of 1896-97, you will find that the working balance for that year was 
about 39 lakhs, and there have been times when the balance was even higher 
than that. Therefore, we are confronted with a situation in which, under the 
orders of the Secretary of State, the working balance should be 20 lakhs, 
which was ostimated at ten lakhs but which has now dwindled down 
to five lakhs, My Hon’ble friend has given an explanation of this in the 
admirable note which is appended to the Financial Statement, That 
explanation is complete as far as it goes. It is this;—It was expected that 
local funds would contribute a sum of eight lakhs towards famine expen- 
diture; the local funds were in a position to contribute only three lakhs 
towards famine relief ; there was, therefore, a deficit of five lakhs, and, under 
the orders of the Imperial Government, that deficit was made good from the 
Provincial Fund. I hope I may be permitted to express my regret at that 
order, The Imperial Government is the custodian of the Famine Insurance 
‘Fund. It has made itself responsible in the eyes of the whole civilised world 
for the protection of human life and the mitigation of human suffering from the 
calamities of famine, and the responsibility, therefore, for famine relief 
devolves almost exclusively on the shoulders of the Imperial Government. I ho 
and trust. that the Imperial Government will see its way to recoup us to the 
extent of the five lakhs of rupees which the Local Government has had to contri- 
bute on this account.. My hon’ble friend makes a statement in this connection 
which is extremely innocent in its character. Hesays:;—‘The question as to 
what contribution can be demanded is under the consideration of superior authori- 
ties.’ The demand is a demand upon the local bodies; the local bodies~are’ 
hard pressed ; they have not sufficient funds to meet their own _ local demands, 
and I feel this view will be endorsed by my hon’ble friend. They are 
not in a position to meet the strain which their own requirements put upon 
them, and to ask them to add to that and to contribute a sum of five lakhs to 
famine expenditure would involve a serious burden which I am afraid they will 
not be able to bear. I would ask my hon’ble friend to state the names of the 
districts which have been called upon to make this contribution, and the amount 
which they are required respectively to contribute. : woe 
“Coming to the side of the receipts, I find in 1897-98, there was an 
improvement to the extent of six lnkhs of rupees. We might at the first blush 
be disposed to congratulate ourselyes on the elasticity of our revenues, but, on 
looking into the matter a little closely, the illusion disappears into thin air, Out 
of the six lakhs, three lakhs represent collections from water-rates i upon 
raiyats for drawing water from the Sone Canal, and my hon’ble friend, 
with admirable candour, says that this iasay anaes in the payment of the 
water-rate is due to the scarcity of water. ically it comes to this, that you 
take three lakhs from the poekets of the agriculturist in the payment of water: 
rate and put the into the pockets of the general tax-payer. I admit 
that you are quite within your rights in doing what you have done. The Sone 
: was excavated at nu ge ti the general tax-payers, and the Gover 
sok pos, Rene, ee SO OE ae a ox 
tax-payer. @ community of — _is pre-eminently an aghr 
pultural community, and the well-being of the people depends upon the 
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agriculture ntry; therefore the agricultural community should be 
treated with some consideration, and I submit that this increase in the receipts 
from water-rate is a matter which does not afford much room for satisfac- ° 
tion. Then, looking at the receipts from stamps, we have an increase of 
Rs. 1,30,000 under this head. ge Ra Yaa friend says that this increase is. 
due to an increase in the number of mortgages and the number of transfer deeds 
owing to the prevalence of high poem However, the darkest cloud has its 
silver lining, and we find that the excise revenue has fallen off by a sum of 
three lakhs; but that does not representa permanent improvement in the habits 
of the people: it represents their straitened circumstances. It points to the fact 
that they were not in a position to indulge in the luxury of liquor. Let us 
hope that those who through scarcity or otherwise abstained from intoxicating 
liquors for one season may from prudential considerations continue a habit 
which they found to be economical. 

“Then we find on the expenditure side a sum of eight lakhs for famine pur- 

s, and here I desire to congratulate the Government on the signal 
and pre-eminent success which has attended its efforts in this direction. 
And, speaking of famine operations and famine relief, it is impossible to 
refrain from referring to the kindly and practical manifestation of sym- 

thy which the people of India received from the British public in the 

our of their sorest need. It is sympathy such as this which is calculated 
to draw closer together the bonds of amity and good will which unite the 
two countries. It were much to be wished that the admirable suggestion of 
the Maharaja of Darbhanga had been adopted—a suggestion which was en- 
dorsed by the high authority of Sir Henry Fowler—that a grant should be 
made from the Imperial Exchequer for famine purposes, On the expenditure 
side I find also that a sum of 5 lakhs was expended as grain allowance to the. 
menial servants of the Government, and I trust the day is not far distant when 
this sum will be found in the estimates as a permanent increase to the 
salaries of the menial and ministerial servants of the Government. They are 
the most poorly and inadequately paid servants the Government has in its 
employ. ‘Their salaries were fixed as far back as the year 1865. In 1885 a Com- 
mission was appointed, of which Mr. Grimley and Rai Durgagati Banerjea were 
members, and they recommended an increase of salaries to the extent of 75 per 
cent. That recommendation has not yet been given effect to, but I hope that, 
with the advent of returning plenty and prosperity, your Honour will find it 
possible to do this act of long-deferred justice to this deserving class of public 
servants. I find that a’ sum of Rs, 6,23,000 which had been provided in the 
revised estimates for 1897-98 as a grant from the Government of India in 
mer of survey and settlement charges has been discontinued. I should like 
to know the reason why. me 2 

“Coming to the budget estimates for 1898-99, we find that an estimated 
increase of 13 lakhs is expected from the reassessment of the khas mahals. 
I look with some little eis Suen at this increase of revenue, specially in view 
of the somewhat summary law which this Council passed the other day. I | 
thould like to know the entire sum which the Government derives as zamindar 
from the khas mahals, so that we may be able to judge of the percentage 
of the increase which is expected. am quite sure that the, Setttlement 
Officers of the Government will deal in a considerate manner with the raiyats. 
hen I find on the receipt side of the budget estimates for 1898-99 an increase 
of Rs. 70,000 under the head of Education and ‘Schools—General.’ I do not 
know what this means; but I hope it does not involve an increase in the 
fees to be levied in schools, Then, under the head of Excise, I find an increase 
of one lakh of rupees. This increase is connected with distilleries, and I should 
like to know how much of this increase is expected to be derived from outstills, 
how many outstills we liad in 1896-97, how many in 1897-98, and how many are 
estimated for 1898-99; and what were the proceeds from these stills? We find 
that for 1898-99 the receipts from ferries show a falling off as compared with 
1897-98. Does this mean that alarger sum hasbeen made over from the pro- 
ceeds of ferries to the local bodies? If so, I congratulate the Government on the 
result. The general practice is to make over one-half the proceeds of ferries to 
the local: b These receipts represent purely local funds, and it seems to 
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me that local bodies would be enormou seri d if 
could be made over to them. It would be u welcome addition to -straitened, 
resources. HAYS Casein SHEA gle HARE SOW: fg 
« Qoming to the expenditure side, I find that there is an increase under the 
head of ‘ Forests,’ and the explanation given is that this increase is due to vacan. 
cies in. the appointments of Toxtra Assistant Conservators having been filled up, 
Ishould like to know how many Extra-Assistant Conservators you have, 
many are natives of India, and how many Europeans and Eurasians? Jt 
seems to me that this is one of those Departments in which the children of the 
soil ought to be largely employed. There is one other observation 1 should like 
to make in this connection, namely, that there seems to be a very wide scope 
for the employment of educated natives in the higher appointments’ in connec. 
tion with the minor Civil Services. ‘Jt will be im the recollection of Hon’ble 
Members that there was a somewhat heated and animated discussion in. this 
country in connection with the resolution of the House of Commons affirming 
the — of simultaneous examinations for the Indian Civil Services, If 
you will look at the Blue Book which has been published, you will find 
that not a single Government—neither the ‘Supreme Government nor any of 
the Local Governments—has said a word against the holding of simultaneous 
examinations in regard to the minor Civil Services. ‘Therefore, as far as the 
wider employment of the people of the country in the higher appointments in 
the minor Civil Services is concerned, we are justified in making the inference 
“that there is no objection on the part of the Government, at any rate. there 
is no political reason against such at dace Then we find in the 
Budget that provision has been made for an Additional Commissioner. I should 
like to know into? We have been able to do with the present number of Commis- 
_sioners; why then is another Commissioner wanted? The matter requires 
explanation, Then I find another item of increase on the expen iture 
side, Itis a small item, but attention should be drawn to it. Under the 
head of victualling for officers and men afloat an increase has been found 
necessary. In 1896-97 the actual expenditure under this head was Rs. 18,000 ; 
in the revised estimates of 1897-98 it rose to Rs. 20,000, and the budget esti- 
mates for 1898-99 provide for Rs. 23,000. ‘The expenditure seems to be increas 
ing year by year ; the attention of Government should, therefore, be drawn to 
this item. Then, with regard to some other Departments—there is a tendency 
to increase in the churges of superintendence. I desire to call attention to two 
such departments—the Excise and the Calcutta Customs Department. With 
regard to these, the Hon'ble Member ex Jains that,’ as regards the Excise 
Department, the full establishment has been entertained and hence the 
increase, but I do not know why there should be any increase in the 
charge for superintendence in the Customs Department.” Then, under the 
head of Law and Justice, the expenditire in 1898-99 is estimated at 98 
lakhs, and the receipts from stamps 130 lakhs. There will, therefore, be 4 
balance of about 30 lakhs. I refer only to the share of these receipts to 
which we are entitled, and not that which belongs to the Imperial Govern- 


ment; and it appears that we have an enormous balance. I remember that 


last year Sir Thoby Prinsep said, from his pose in Council, that, after all charges 
had been met in connection with the administration of justice, there was > 
clear balance of 13 or 14 lakhs. If there is that balance, or a balance of 30 lakhs . 
as estimated for 1898-99, or whatever the balance may be, the first charge 
on that balance ought to be the strengthening of the judicial establishments. 
You cannot say that our judicial system is perfect. The Council 
the Government must be aware of the infinite delays to which suitors ar 
subjected from the paucity of judicial officers. It is notorious that you have 
not an adequate number of Munsifs to try ‘petty civil cases, and I desire to 
know whether it is proposed to add to the number of Munsifs, and, further, 
whether it is proposed to BP rehens house accommodation for Munsifs. 
edge that something has been done in this direc- 


"tion; but much more remains to be done, and, as long as L have the honour t° 


} ; shows an increase of about one | 


be a Member of this Council, it will be my duty to press 
ettention of the Government. PREIS ELI, 3 Btaboat ; 
“Lastly, let me refer to the iectaptannetnariy the head of Education, which 
h; that is to say, the estimated expenditure 


this matter upon the 
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notwithstanding the pr charge for education oan ae 
the population in India is about the lowest as com aved with similar charges 
-, other parts of Her Majesty's dominions. It been remarked that the 





in y 
faculties of our country are capable of the greatest possible development 
under education, and ‘splendid material is being wasted by AE a pro= 


vision being made to promote the education of the people. I should like to know 


how much of the increase in education charges is due to Kuropean education? 
In the explanatory note it is stated that provision is made for the encouragement 
literature. ATs de cas: j x: oes he ; 
sé «J should like to know how much it is proposed to devote to this object. 
Then there is a considerable increase under the head of Inspection charges due to 
re-organisation. vo again, I should like to know how much is due to in- 
creased salaries allowed to the native members of the Department and how much 
to Raripones I find that there is a reduction in the fund for grants-in-aid and 
gcholarship grants. ‘This is a matter which deserves the careful scrutiny of the 
Government. I rejoice to find that strenuous efforts are being made to promote 
the cause of technical education. I am an advocate of high education, none the 
jess I desire to congratulate the Government on its policy in this connection; : 
for the objects of high education and of technical education are not 
antagonistic. ‘They both minister to the same purposé, namely, the elevation 
of the people. But, unless you are prepared to open out careers to at least 
the most distingui of the young men who avail themselves of technical 
education, you can hardly expect your aphlianigate efforts to be successful. 
That was the policy of the distinguished men who were concerned in the 
opening of the Calcutta Medical College. Incentives were offered to induce 
oung men to overcome their prsjatioes, and the results have been marvellous. 
t is necessary that this fact should be recognised, Men after all are dominated 
much more by material than by moral considerations and the practical adminis- 
trator should not. lose I+ this fact. I may mention that Professor J. C. 
Bose last year, while addressing a meeting of the Society of Arts in London, 
remarked that students trained in electricity in the Presidency College were 
fully qualified to fill some of the higher appointments in the Telegraph Depart- 
ment. (The Hon’bie Mr. Risley rising to order said:—“I think this is not 
relevant.” |] I ara only illustrating my contention that it is. useless to open 
technical schools unless you are in a position to offer suitable careers either 
independently or with the aid of the Government ot India to at least the most 
distinguished. students ‘vho are trained in those schools, My contention is that 
there are no suitable careers open to them, and that, unless there are, your 
schools will not be the flourishing institutions they ought to be. If these young: 
men find that they have to starve, they will dissuade others from joining these 
institutions; and, on behalf of these young men I venture to make an earnest 
appeal tothe Government to furnish them with suitable prospects, and 1 have 
not the slightest doubt that my appeal will not be made in vain.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Norexpro Naru Sen said:—“ There is very little to 
criticise in the Budget of figures presented to us, especially as the appropriations 
from Provincial income to Provincial and Imperial expenditure seem to have 
been made under the mandates of the Government of India. The Provincial 
Statement, Sir, is simplicity, itself as compared with the Imperial Statement, pub- 
lished last month. It does not contain much matter of a controyersial character. 
There is one point, however, which is referred to in the present statement in 
more places than one, which, it is to be hoped, will receive the attention ot the 
Government as bearing on the economic condition of the masses. In referring 
to the increased income from stamps and registration, the increase seems to be 
regarded as a satisfactory feature in the operations of the year, but seeing that 
the inerease is reported, and correctly reported, as due to the large number of 
bonds, mortgages and. deeds of sale registered owing to the prevailing scarcity, 
it is more than doubtful whether there is any reasonable ground for satistaction 
~ Rit cpgcamn any such conte . The Bengal Government has lately 
published a comparison between the cine administration as it was in 1874-70 
and as it has been in 1897-98, and, alluding to the money. costs of the two 


gave us to understand that the cost then was double of what it has been 
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now. Dou develo; nt of ri 
+ aie part of this decrease on the present | i) 
ound in tho staying our of the masses, as manifested in the 4 
registration income. ill the Government be good enough to satirfty 
desire of the public for this knowledge ? Shor ORCUTT ee ue 
“ There is one other point which requires elucidation in the presen 
In the expenditure table, the Forest and Registration Departments 
cost 8} and 44 lakhs against incomes of 6%.and 73 lakhs 
assessed taxes were put down as costing only Rs, 91,000. ancien aie of 
over 24} lakhs. Again, Provincial rates are a source of revenue to the extent, 
of over 44} lakhs, whereas the machinery employed for the collection of these 
rates is alleged to cost 74 lakhs. Doubtless, there must be some satisfactory 
explanution of these anomalies forthcoming; but it would be more satisfactory 
if the accounts were presented in a form which may be understood. by the 
general public, M z ; 
“Ag the Provincial Statement may be said toform in manner only apart 
of the Imperial Budget, tne recent debate on that Budget covered most of the. 
ground, as far as Bengal is concerned, which it was the tion and ers of 


occasion, | 













somo of us to traverse. One of our greatest grievances. Sir, willallow me 
to say so, is in connection with the working of the sub Civil Courts, The 
subordinate judicial service, it is notorious, is insuffic’ ined, its members 
are acknowledgedly under-paid, and very badly house =~ . The ministerial 


officers in Bengal are also inadequately paid, and if irregularities, and even much 
worse things, result as a consequence, they follow as a matter of course. This 
subject, however, has been most ably and exhaustively dealt with by Sir Thoby 
Prinsep from his place in the Imperial Council, and he has searcely left us 
room for criticism. But even if he had left room for further comment, this would 
hardly have been the time to press the matter, considering how the resources of 
the Government of Benyal have lately been put to the severest test by the 
extraordinary charges it has had to meet on account of the bie e-scare, the 
famine, and the terrible earthquake of Juve last. I can only, therefore, express 
« hope that the Government will bear in mind the grievances of the members 
ot the subordinate judicial service, and of the ministerial officers in Bengal— 
grievances which have been so often urged on its attention—and will take the 
earliest opportnnity to apply the necessary remedy. 4 

“ Having regard to the special circumstances to which I have referred, the 
Bengal Financial Statement, so far as it goes, must be accepted as. satisfactory. 
But we must look to our past experience. Any foreca*t which we may now 
make may belic us hereafter. Calamities, equal to those which we have just p 
through, or of much greater magnitude, may overtake us et any moment, and 
upset our most hopeful calculations. We must, therefore, be very cautious, and 
not too sure or vonfident about the future. I have no desire to be a prophet 
of evil, but it is ever best to keep a large margin for probable and even pos- 
sible evils or misfortunes. ae , 

“With your permission, Sir, I will now direct the attention of the Govern- 
ment to at least one subject of the gravest importance to the teeming millions of 
Bengal. It is said that the Government should make some provision for meet- 

_ ing the rant of drinking-water, especially in this hot season. It may be 

the Government, that the making of such provision lies well 
within the province of municipalities, zamindars and the -cess Department. 
This would be special pleading, and a beneficent Government should not shelter 
itself under such a plea. The Government ought not for a day longer to neglect 
this matter of supplying drinking-water to the people of the interior in these 
Provinces. We do not feel the want in Calcutta. Well-to-do municipalities 
in the mofassil may be able to raise large loans for water-works, but there are 


numerous places in Bengal which have not such financial resources. I do not 


~ ‘mean it in any way as a reflection on the great British Government, but 1 may 
_ mention that in ancient times, it was the first duty of Hindu kings to supply 
wholesome drinking-water to his subjects, and this he had to do in discharge of 
a strict religious injunction. Water is the very life of the people. Would it, 
therefore, be too much for me to request the Government to ee sum for 
the purpose of supplying drinking-water to the people? I would 
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s and re-excavate old tanks, If 
h to the health of Bengal, and to 





tement an improvement in our agricultural prospects 
“associated with an increase of the excise revenue, It has 
“to be the duty of the Government to extricate the 
re of the oe awkward position of having. 
whenever in view of an improvement in the ie Me 
on an increase of the Excise Revenue, andof 
as to be unusually liberal in his ata 4 peace 
already pointed out, the full sanc- 









this year been provided for under 
3 ‘coming to the head of Education, it is a gratifying 
rovision has been made for expenditure the encouragement 


blishment of a new boarding school for girls, 
~ however, that while there is to be an increase of Sati 

head, the increase is not likely to give satisfaction, The test of a 
crease of expenditure is that it results in iving satisfaction to those 
med, If we take, for example, the i xd expenditure in connection 
with the reorganisation of the Educational ‘Service, it is very striking that 
while the reorganisation of the Educational Service has led to an increase of 
diture, the new scheme has not sutisfied the parties concerned. That 
there should be an inereaso of expenditure, and yet, those immediately con- 
cemed should not be satisfied, seems to me to be anomalous, Then, again, 
the amount, ropriated for grants-in-aid has been cut down; so that those 
educational institutions which have to depend on grants-in-aid from the Gov- 
ernment, will huve their grants from the Government reduced. They, there- 
fore, cannot be satisfied. If the test to which I have referred is at all a proper 
test, increase of expenditure should secure the satisfaction of those who are 
uffected by such increased expenditure; but we have here the phenomenon of 
an increase of expenditure without the satisfaction which ought normally 
to result from increase of ni. ae {here is one other point under the 
head of Education to which I wish to refer, namely, that the. increase of ex- 
penditure is attributed partly to the examination ch: in connection with 
schools under the charge of European Inspectors, Ido not know the details 
of those charges, but certainly a considerable proportion of those charges 
must be due to the fact that in connection with European schools, an 
examination has been started which is te from the Matriculation examin- 
ation of the University. Time was when there was only one examination 
for Bengali and for ge ea schools, Whether this increase of expenditure on 
account of examination charges is chiefly due to there being a separate examin- 
ation for European schools I do not know; but I think it is a matter for 
rea we ge there should be a separate examination for European 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Bucxier said:—“Tho Hon'ble Babu Surendranath 
Banerjee has referred to the increase of three lakhs in the Irrigation 
revenue, and he said that it does not afford much room for satisfaction. I 
am quite sure that, if he was aware of all the circumstances connected 
with that increase of revenue, he would see reason to change his opinion. 
It is true we canno in these provinces financial results from irrigation 


works equal to those in the North-Western Provinces or in the Punjab, 



































Our irrigation works are a | erable drain, in one sense, on the Provincial 

i pair on n another sense ‘I think the expenditure upon them is most fully 

ed. I speak from personal experience of the Sone Canal, which did its work 

in the past famine in a way which was, perhaps, hardly appreciated by the 

Government gh I am quite sure it w most thoroughly appreciated by the 

people. 1 d the Hon’ble_ to say that these cee lakhs ‘were 
cxtacid ets of thw 


paid the water-rates for the benefit of 





general tax-payer. It is true that the rs 
but they paid them most readily, the actu 
the current demand of the year. ny 
were happy. In 1873, during the last famine whi 
it was the policy of the Government to import la 
the benefit of the reopeey Bihar. That has now been 
In 187% 160 lakhs of maunds of rice were carried — 
which was far in excess of what was required. 
see and orca pel tensor tr 50. 
rice (not paddy) available for the use of the fz ine-stricken people cf Bi 
is ‘yan there were 50 lakhs of maund of rice in the dinteick which 
have existed had not the canal been there. Somethin 
of the total quantity of grain which Sir Richard * 
imported in 1873. ‘This is a point of some importance. ‘I’ 
which is obtained from the caval is not large, it i 
creasing. The most important poin 
Pace ame - benefits of the boroes d ask oe 
them, and leases are now act being refused. There is a small irrigatio 
work constracted by a native gentleman in Champaran. It was my duty to ride 
' about that district during the late famine, and I saw miles of rico crops where 
‘you would hardly gather a handful of rice from an acre. But under the proteo- 
tion of that little irrigation work the value of the rico ir, ala was sayed by it 
was fully equal to the entire capital cost of that canal, if not more. It would 
have paid the le living near that canal to have constructed that work for 
that one season alone. The same is true to a considerable extent with 
regard to our large irrigation works, The rains failed to some extent in 
1895, and again in 1896, und the tigre in those two years by the action 
of the Sone Canal was estimated to ual to about two-thi:ds the, total cost 
of those works. In the famine year 1896, when all’ the irrigated fields wore 
rich in grain, the people sold their crops to enormous a vantage, two or 
three times over the value, in ordinary More and they were rolling in wealth; 
' they are happy and contented and paid their rates cheerfully.” 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Fixucane said:—*T will reply, as far as I can, to the 
questions which have been put in connection inh the Departments with which 
1 am associated ; but, before 1 do so, I hope I may be permitted to congratulate 
the Council on the moderation of the Hon’ble Members who have eriticised tho 

budget. ‘These discussions direetly led to nothing in particalar, but they may 
indirectly result in considerable benefit in the way of enabling the Financiil 
Member to justify the expenditure which has been incurred or which it is proposed 
to incur, and also in eliciting information’ which may clear away misunder- 
standings. But if that is the object of this discussion, and if that object is to 
be attained, then it is at least desirable that Hon’ble Members should gine 
notice to the Member of the Government in charge of the De nt to which 
the questions appertain as to the points on which ey desire information, There 
is scarcely a single subject of te, inten He which some question has not 
been asked. For my part I have had no notice of the questions which have 
been referred to in respect of my Departments, and it is impossible to carry in 
one’s head all the details which ave been referred to and give the information 
wanted. (The Hon’ble Banu [Sureypranarn Banergre :— “ I gave notice to 
the Hon’ble the Financial Seeretary.”) I must, however, endeavour to answer 
as well as I can, ff ani SF Bras. eou Stier 


“ With regard to the contributions of local bodies towards famine expendi- 
ture, there is some misunderstanding. The position is this: District Boards 
and Road-cess Committees have in ordinary years to spend some of their 

_ money upon the improvement of roads, tanks, &e.; w 

_ | bodies were asked whether, instead of employing the District 

__ their other establishments on these works and working by co 

_ would be willing to place their establishments at the disposal of tl é 
ment and to contribute to the Government for expenditure on roads, ta 
«ec. the money they would have themselves have : en! on these objec 
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_ It has been said the responsibility 
iment, and that they aah not to 
‘burden of it. The Government has 
not dene so; they have simply asked for the funds which the District 

Boards would otherwise have themselves spent, and these funds have been 
— on repairs and construction of roads just as they would have to be spent 
by the 





the sums romise 
ee ae ae Gov 
istrict Boards to share the 


Boards themselves. I have been asked to name the districts from 
which these contributions have been promised; I cannot name them now 
one by one; they are simply the districts which were declared to be famine 
districts. From other districts nothing has been taken. Not only have the 
District Boards not been asked to share the burden of relieving distress, but 
on the contrary Government has carried out from Imperial and Provincial 
Funds—as famine works—numerous works which would in the course of 
time have to be executed by the District Boards, and in doing so has largely 
added to the supply of good drinking water to which reference has been made. 

“Then my hon’ble friend has asked how much revenne the Goy- 
ernment derives from the khas mahals. I cannot answer that straight off. 
The sgl ggatoas Datel in the published annual report of ‘the Board of 

Revenue, I can o suy that the increase of revenue which the Govern- 
ment has obtained from the thas mahals and from the resettlement of 
revenue in Orissa and elsewhere is so moderate that, as was pointed out the 
other day by Sir Alexander Mackenzie, the new rents have been settled and 
‘realised all over Bengal without any friction or difficulty, with an intinite- 
simally small number of appeals, and with the consent of “all concerned. 
‘The number of tenants whose rents have been settled sines the passing of the 
Tenancy Act has been at least double the total number of agricultural tenures 
in En , Scotland and Ireland put together. Yet no complaint was heard ; 
everything went on smoothly, and that is a sufficient guaranteo that the 
Government has been and is being moderate in its demands. 
“Then as to the Education Department, it has been asked how much — 
of the increased cost of the Education Department is due to the increase of 
pey of the different branches of the Education Service, and the question has 
en asked why is that the reorganisation scheme has not given satisfaction. 
The increased cost of the reorganisation of the three branches of the service is 
about Rs. 14,000 a month. T ahs ake branch of the service, manned mainly 

Europeans has had its cost reduced by about Rs, 10,000 a month, by some 

the senior men of the Education Department retiring and their places not 
having been filled up by Europeans; and the whole of that saving and 
more has been devoted to the improvement of the prospects of the Pro- 
Vincial and Subordinate Education Departinent; so that the whole of the 
saving effected by reduction of the staff of the Superior or Imperial branch 
of the service has been devoted to the benefit of the men in the Provincial 
and Subordinate branches of the service which are manned chiefly by 
natives of India, Then it is said why has there not been satisfaction? The 
only answer I can give is that the gentlemen who are dissatisfied would 
; have all the money that is being spent upon the Provincial and 
; e Services given to them, and, in addition to that, they would 
RB © to have all the good things in the superior brancl of the service too. 
att both the Gover IGM and he Gomcetacy “of Biath bave eld 
Prva is neces ary to have a certain number of Europeans in the higher 
Oia service, and hence the dissatisfaction. Then my hon’ble friend 
technical education. Part of the expenditure under this'head 
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is due to the opening of the Sibpur agricultural classes and 
Veterinary School. And my friend says that unless the ‘pro- 
vides employment for those who have been trained in these classes, the money 
spent on these technical schools will be wasted. The Government | 
| that it can in providing such employment: It has reserved appointr 
the Subordinate Executive Service for the licentiates of the Agricultural | 
and held out hopes of other suitable employment for them, and it gives 
to candidates from these schools, At the same time | am surprised to 
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a statement as that made bc a Hon’ble Member. Are we to 
the matter of oy ta people of this ms el a enter schools 
provided special in, ioulture unless they are promised, certain 









for trai in agric } : 
employment by patent 1) hat zamindars and their sons haye no interest in — 
improving the agriculture of the country unless they are provided with Govern. 


0 
ment appointments ? (The Hon’ble Bano SuRENDRANATH ANE ‘T said 
of veteri 


the most distinguished of the stud easal eh Sen case terinary 
people of the country should take 


schools. If there is anything in which th t 
interest, it is in matters of this kind, in the well-being and i ment of 
cattle and in agricultural improvement; and if we are to be told that nobod: 
will take an interest in these schools unless those who enter them are provid 
with employment, then I can only say that I hope the Hon’ble Member is 
mistaken and that it will not be so. by Td 
“Then with reference to the Forest Department, a question has been asked 
as to the cause of the additional expenditure under this head. I may remind 
my friend that the necessity for tlus ex iture was recognised some years 
ago, and my impression is that half of it is due to the improvement of the 
superior and the other half to the inferior branches of the service. During the 
last three or four days a letter has been before me, in which it is stated that 
an increase of Rs. 8,000 has been given to the inferior branch of the service. 
«A question has also been asked as to the increase of fees in schools. The 
answer is that there has been no increase in schools in eneral, but only in the 
Enuropeari schools in Darjeeling. They are schools which have been found 


Should have some facilities given them for the education of their children. 
I It has been asked why the grants-in-aid have been reduced, The answer is 
that there has been no reduction. The ts-in-aid amount to six lakhs, the 
same as last year. ‘The Hon'ble Babu Norendra Nath Sen has referred to the 
increase under the head of stamps. It is no doubt to be regretted that the people 
have during the late famine been obliged to mortgage their Pp rty to a 
reater extent than in ordinary years; but that was unavoidable the 
svernment were to administer famine relief on a recklessly lavish scale and 

were to pay no attention to the interests of the tax-payers. — it is a matter 
some congratulation that the security of eoiant nats in Bengal has been 80 
—, good that the tenants have been able to borrow the money they needed. The 
on’ble Member has also asked for information as to steying power of 
the people. He will find all the information we have on the subject in the 
Final Reeolution on the Famine dated 11th March which was published in the 
“J beg in conclusion to thank the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee for 
the guleenes sea ‘a which he has referred to the famine administration of 

the Province.” * PR naete thar f, eaten aay aha s es 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ristzy said: —“ This debate may be described 9s ® 


debate de omnibus rebus et quibusdam aliis. If covers the: Snee range of our 
administration, and considering the multifarious character the administration, 
in 


it is almost beyond the bounds of possibility that any one m n can Carty 
| head all the "aetails which will aula ae ono to say of what charges any 
particular sum is made wu ; and it frequently happens that | estions are ung 48 
_ such a manner that camot be pre owing to the 
~ form of the accounts. ‘There has been a sli in. 
of the: by pasar” this pag F ie r the 

preceded by what I may: an army of skirmishers 

and that is a practice which now aoouaile wide 
‘or fifty questions are asked and answered before 
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¢ ic to ask formal questions, 
and he said it was desirable th 








Departament to which the matter 
ailed information he desires, and so 


acquainted with the practice of this 
the points he proposed to raise, and 
such of them as cepa f 
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*, Finucane. As vo the budget itsel 
gly tisa calamity budget and bears the 
marks. es ars 58 evclone on its face. It has been made a 
matter of comment that the opening balance is Rs. 5,39,000 and the closing 
balance is also Rs. 5,39,000. Ine ordinary years by a standing order of. the 
Secretary of State, we are required to reserve out of the surplus a sum of 20 
lakhs to meet unforeseen emergencies during the year. Ordinarily, therefore, 
the opening balance in fortunate years is made up of this irreducible minimum of 
90 lakhs plus cer’ain other sums. In 1896-97 the balance was Rs, 58,20,000 and 
the closing balance Rs, 41,07,000, and the difference between these sums 
was appropriated for the improvement of the administration, Now the balance 
being less than half the minimum which is ordinarily reserved, that bidlance 
cannot be reduced further; and therefore the opening and closing balance 
stand at the same figure. Se 

~ “Itis exceedingly difficult to deal with the various points which are raived in 
adebate of thiskind ina connected fashion, and one can only notice them as they 

resent themselves in as regular a form as is possible. My hon’ble friend Babu 

urendranath Banerjee referred to the demand which has been made on D strict 
Boards in connection with the famine, and a very full ieply was given to him by 
my hon’ble friend Mr. Finucane, which I can only amplify by giving the dotzils. 
Lhavea statement before me which shows in what district famine was declared, 
and gives for a number of districts the amounts whish were expended on 
famine relief by District Boards on their own account and the amounts contri- 
buted by them towards the Provincial expenditure on account of fainine. 
think it unnecessary to take up the time of the Council in reading out the details 
of that statement, but I can readily give my hou’ble friend a copy of it. [The 
Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee :—“1 hopo it will be published ia the 
proceedings.”] As regards Irrigation, I should like to add my testimony to 
that of my hon’ble friend Mr. Buckley, as to the anxiety of the raiyats to 
get canal water. { was in Midnapore in 1874. ‘The high-level canal had. then 
not been constructed very long, and it was found that the raiyats had not come 
forward very readily to take water. ‘The rainfall of ordinary years made 
them indepéndent of the cial, and they used to wait until the last moment 
and would not come forward to take leases for a term of years. But in — 
1874 the demand for water became tremendous, and then they completely 
realised what a superb resource they had in the canal against the scarcity of 


tely as the canal was not fed from sources which are , 


there is excee Tittle to be sa 













water, but wu anat 
verennial, there was not so much water as the raiyats would have liked to tuke,- 
Closely ¢ ed with this question is the question of grain compensation 






allowance. It was given in the famine and is being given even now 
in one or two districts which have not reverted to their normal level. Then: 
my hon’ble friend made an appeal to the Government on behalf of tho minis~ 
nd m -vants of the Government. { may say that as regards 
n has been made t» raise to Rs. 6 a month the pay of. 
s. 5 and Rs. 6, and to raise by one rupes the pay 
ee a ‘his pan ipoceecet ihe Gov-. 
dia and the ar ite, and is bein it into effect as 
ion is withdvawn, ‘T'b Se ari the. oS the ministerial 
»ment has beon discussed in this Jouncil before. It was 
ength in the « hich took place on the J Ith April, 1896. 
"Report ofthe Saris Commision. Thy satel tL the 
eee teat le Jee ioh AAR, Soop eA Po AS * 
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average. Tngisiousn nd quit 
aside gas ary lb of ey Salaries Commissi 
argo ata But there has been since that au in 
prices, estion was carefu ears 
ander Sir chain Elliott's scduses | I: nad table ct index fire 3 i 
on what was done by economists in akabes and it was subjected to test by 
high statistical authorities suchas Mr. phen Jacob and Mr. Sons, reais, 
serge of cys and they came to diemigge ven that ‘gh ho ash had 
ve a air 2 m of the truth, nam: wy at there 
has 3 Mp aearue from 13 to 16 per ‘cent, and said in 
Council then, and ‘say so. still, that it would be on the whole that the 
salaries of the ministerial officers of the Government should be iiest by ae 
per cent. ortwo annas in the rupee. Phat would cause an inereased oxpe 
ture of Rs, 3,68,000 or, say in round numbers 4 lakhs ; “threat prope 
the Salaries Commission apart from its being founded on altogether lacious 
grounds, would cost no loss thana sum of 24 lakhs. This pro; to raise the 
salaries of the ministerial officers of the Government was strong 1d on the 
Government of India in,connection with the last settlement cf e Provincial _ 
contracts. peal applied for: ission to. bie their salaries out of the surplus 
in that proportion, and that it might be recognised as a permanent and 
reasonable charge on the finances of the Province. The Government of India, 
however, were unable toallow that deduction to be made from the general revenues 
of India. It is, however, i tenetegehs ould mention that there is something 
‘to be eal: on the other side. In’ anh bois the charge i isa ry... Jar; one, 
you raise the salaries of ‘the minis- 
terial officers hiers on the tir in prices, the ministeria gtions i 
~ other: Proveioe would ‘er rail comma at a Hiya : anes e: 
purse, and in regarding is proposal a a one a a 
_ to observe that the number of men desirous of serving in th espn 18 
continually increasing. It is an unfortunate consequence 0: of th the Caner note 
of education that the supply. of qualified candidates i nereas 
thedemand. 
“Phen. my. hon’ble friend referred to the x 
‘ s and settlements of Rs. 6,23.010, and this 
Mr. Finucane did not mention. The principle 
arranged is that two lakhs a year are ; 
Rlentesok but it was recognised that in th 
__ large programme would have to be gone 
allotment of Rs. 6,23,000 was made in the first 
year, therefore, is Rs, berongen’ It Aas | 
to two lakhs, 
“My hon’ble 
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: re tsar nt def th 
he are given in the Excise 
to everybody. In 1896-97 there 
n! ned reduction of eight from the aber | 
















h the number is a aa 
Be, ioet nesneeg beach abel shops, — 
xX principal’ outstills are — 
8 7 Bag from these outstills is 
that the Fipsiniir, estimate of 1897-98 . 


shoes = le It pr gece 


re oo which may be expected. ‘The 
is the best basis which can be taken 


h he question of Ferries, Tam not in 
particular ferry are dealt with. 
Vi evenue, and. in connection with certain 
last year for introducing a scheme of permissive 
ent of iad declined to allow any permanent 

5 said it was Provincial revenue and 










ed part of eral ee of India and might not be permanentl 
rina In point of fact what happens is that. sta number of ferries ate 
made over as doce) het es to meet Lark thaa char, 3 For instance, the im 
ant and profitable ies in the nei benches Patna are made over to that 
Municipalit, bai Nig’ 4 form a considerable portion of their income, yielding 


something a tte a year. But in many places the outturn of income 

hae ferries is aontniee owing to the development of railway communications. 

A railway comes to a big river, and it institutes its own ferry, with the result 
that the income from local 


local ferries is declining. And there can be no question 
po a rd dat Comp vet does 


the ist a ‘ait the whole better than it 
at y Week came a u are likely 

tt ae e she. of Forests itey oh e friend a or particulars cf estab- 
lishments, articulars a ted under the heads of. Imperial 
and eis ly seta t Ido not know that any particular object will be gained 
by reading out the lists, se Ecommnge ot a mass of figures which requires to 
be studied somewhat earef: 

“Then as to the question of. the vietualling of officers and men afloat under 
the Marine Budget. The budget contains full provision for messing allowances 
for officers of the Pilot, Service of different grades while on duty in the Pilot’ 

. The mor n tothe Branch Pilot in charge of the brig to enable him 

ing the Pilots on duty. ‘Ihis money was not drawn in 
CY pe thal reason, and it therefore did not appear 

w that year, and ree et the apparent increase in 
es 































the head * pau mar ie ares . that by the 
6 work up to the full stre of the sanctioned 
: prehifhhi aig) ce ‘was passed i in 1874, it became necessary 
pap aa ca in the Customs establishment. ‘he provisions of the 
Act a ormous inerease of work which was further added to by the 
cotton duties. Sanction was therefore given to new 
‘made as they were required, and the Customs Department 
: Wmneing Bh Ash the sanctioned establishment. ’ 
s referred to py ae of Judicial Establishments, ° 
amber of Munsifs now existing is inadequate. 
ing the last three years, In 1895-96 there 
Judges 51, in 1896-97 the number was 
f Munsifs there were in 1895-96 293, in 1896-97 291, 
first of the number ing’ des ten deputed _ 
ar eight, the third i ae 11. The Government 
a period of ‘six months — 
dan additional Subordinate Judge 
nenasinaal Subordinate Judge of . 













- Faridpur, Birbhum and Saran, who is an itinerant 
to pce to dispose of the cases there. Reference a 
weakness of the judicial establishment in connection with | ration | 
ipa are ee pier’ which gh ony hugeahtue's which seem to 
at as much work is not always got through: subordinate judicial officers ag . 
might be the case. 1 mention them as I have Deen myself both a - Munsif and 
a Subordinate Judge, and haye seen a good deal of civil suit, work in former 
times. There was a famoug case in Bhagalpur which !asted six months and in 
which. it took 50 days to examine 92 witnesses. And there was another 
caso at Faridpur which attracted the uotice of the Chief Justice who said:— 
The arguments for the plaintiff andthe reply lasted for 24 days, a some. 
what remarkable exhibition of forensic rhetoric, One witness was exam- 
ined for 28 days; 11 or 12 adjournments were given. ‘I'his is an exceeding] 
ps er proceeding, because it breaks the thread of the case and makes it 
difficult to resume it,’ and he goes on to remark and that is my experience also, 
‘that these delays are not due, in the great majority of the cases, to any fault on 
the part of the officers concerned, ‘The Chief Justice said that in this case the 
Subordinate Judge was not in fault, He got no assistance from the Bar, and 
if he. attempted to control the tag yn he complained that the Vakils be- 
came ‘oppessive towards him.” In the Mufassal the Vakils who practise in the 
Courts have neither the training nor the experience of those in the High Court, 












and are neither so competent to frame issues nor are they so amenable to sug- 


ms from the Bench. oe aiid 

““ My hon’ble friend, Babu Surendranath Banerjeo, referred also to the 
expenditure upon education as compared ‘with other countries, and said that 
the exponditute on Kducation is much less here than in other countries. But 
the real point is that if the expenditure on education in this country is very 
much, lower than in other countries, so also is the taxation, and if it were open 


to us to raixe taxation to the standard of other countries, there would be no 
diffic y in raising the expenditure on education to the same level, 

“Then my hon’ble friend Babu Norendra Nath Sen referred to some 

oint connected with the Forest and Income-tax Departments ~ which I 

. failed to catch completely. But 1 may say at ‘once. that it is entirely 

itless to compare the receipts under one particular head . with the ex- 


ges 


“ “fenditure under that head. The various departments of the Government 








ley ite? 


rive Lee saent tat AF Ge ta as li 


> do, and may be able when they have the nape fo seer he necessary 


mand of District Boards at any rate are at ent insufttcien| 
— to deal with the matter at all thoroughly ght ple fri 


he ow 
Ness? 


are not commercial institutions in which’ the receipts and the expenditure 
must balance. What you do expect to balance is the total receipts and 
the total expenditure under all heads, and it is mere waste of time to discuss 
any question as to the separate accounts under a particular head, The point 
which my hon’ble friend does not realise is that there are divided heads, half 
being t rovincial and half Imperial; and if he looks at it in that light, then the 
matter clears itself up. My hon’ble friend went on to the question of providing 
drinking: water for the people. Everybody in Bengal is aware thut Sir Alexander 
Mackenzio took an enuraous amount of personal trouble to do everything 
which was possible to improve the supply of drinking-water, We have nearly 
completed u sories of registers showing for every district in Bengal and for 
every village of more than a sy people what aeans of water-supply, 
such as tanks and wells, there are, and their condition is being ‘reported upop, 
and the idea of these registers is to place on record the state of things as they 
are, in order that the local bodies concerned, whose duty it is to improve the 
water-supply of the localities under their charge, may iknow what they have to 
; iso it asa Proy daty 
to provide a better supply bs isi, eh ea all over Beng ] is absolutely 
out of the question. At the same time admit that the resources at the com 
ans to enable them 
h the 1 mughly. My hon’ble friend was pleased «9 
“say that this was nised as on of the obligations of | findu kings, bu 
~ may remind him that there can be no compari whatever between t 
kings of old and the Government of the prese t day, and may add, v 
at eh gees 


measures Without unnecessary delay. But to recognise: 

















omitted to mention, that this is aware 
religious grounds ind: pend-ntly of any question of taxati 
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him that in two out of the three ¢ 

















5 iy ; 
it 18 a very dreadful thing that we — 
not think that it is very likely to — 
ities, that there should’ be in any 
| Maine liquor law. When that distinguished Radical poli- 
Fecian, the ‘Mr. James Bryce, came over to this country and weut 
r him curious forms of ‘worship and 
» top of Observatory Hill, where three 
different sects were offering sacrifices to the god Kinchinjunga, and shewed 
s the offering consisted of strong drinks, 
‘yce that it would be a very serious inter- 
; ‘great many tribes in different parts of 
India to interfere with the supply of spiritious liquors. "This being so, the best 
thing you can do is what we are endeavouriny to do, and that is to get as much 
revenue as it is possible to get out of the excise and at the same time to reduco 
the consumption to a minimum, We have pena extended enormously 
the central distillery system and have greatly reduced the outstill system And 
as to establishments, we have now worked <ed up to the full sanctioned establish- 
ment; but if you compare the establishment in ae to that which is employed 
in other Provinces, you will find that the establishment here is ridiculously 
inadequate, and if any change of policy is introduced in the Excise Department, 
it will rather be to assimilate our system to that which prevails in Madras 
and Bombay, and with such a change it will be inevitable that there should be 
a very large addition to the establishment, There is a very great deal of 
illicit distillation - on throughout the country, and it may possibly be 
necessary to raise the Detective establishment, but there can be no doubt that 

any change which may be made will pey its way. 

‘‘T have endeavoured, as far as 1 can, to meet all the points which have 
been raised hy Hon’ble Members.” a 
The Hon’ble the Prestpenr said :—‘‘I understand that it is customary for the 
President to wind up the annual discussion of the Financial Budget. But I am 
quite sure that my colleagues in this Council to-day will not expect many 
remarks on the matter from a President who has been in office for only a week. 
I should like, however, to say that it isa matter of sorrow to me to find that 
the finances of Bengal are not in a more prosperous condition. I cannot say 
that it is a matter to me of disappointment, for it is inevitable after a period 
ef severe famine, a great earthquake, and precautions against pestilence, 
that the Province should be in straitened circumstances. But I hope we are” © 
now at the beginning of a more favourable series of seasons, and that as the 
ear goes on, we shall find ourselves approaching another budget with 
ightened responsibilities and with increased hopes of financial receipts. 
Speaking of famine, I should like to speak here as the representative 
till a very few days ego of the Government of India, and to mention 
my admiration of the courage and care and economy with which the 
famine of Bengal was fought. It was not so fought in Bengal alone, but 
throughout India, Ido believe that the famine generally was administered 
more economy and more efficiency than any previous famine of the 
century. It ought to have been 80, because we had before us the results 
of experience carefully tabulated, carefully summarised, and carefully arranged 
for the conduct of succeeding administrators. I congratulate the Province on 
its being free from famine now, and I congratulate ourselyes on having 
more hopeful and more pleasant prospects before us I fistened with the 
Sreatest interest to the criticisms of the non-official members of this Council, 
and I hasten to acknowledge the moderation and courtesy with which all these 
criticisms were advanced. If I have one remark to make about them, it would 
say that I regret the absence from them of any suggestions of greater 
in the administration of the Province.” The projects for the 
wed before the Government by non-official 
nd the difficulty is to oo otes gr: 
8 which | most pressin, He mey as those to which we 
‘ited by the conditions of finance, And shall cas that next year we 
May receive from the non-official members of this Council those suggestions 
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With that fact before us, I told Mr. 
ference with the religious customs 













proposed to do away with the restrictions of the 


them. ‘That is a direction. in : 
test value, because it is a form of criticism which I am justified in saying 
i with the Government of India and of Local Governments 


from my experience 
is extremely rare. 1 ‘ 

« Looking: down the list of projects of expenditure in the Province of Bengal 
this year, which I have been particularly pleased to see, I was sorry to hear 
no mention whatever about them in the course of the discussion. For example, 
I Sri at weight upon the projects for the improvement of the appliances 
of the ical College. L believe this to be of first importance for the | 
improvement of the instruction which our young students get there. Next to 
that I shall put the chai for the improvement of the Campbell Hospital, the 
hopital for the poor in Calcutta. I visited that hospital last year, and it was 
a matter of much satisfaction to me to find that a vey considerable sum has 
been allotted in this budget for the improvement o that hospital. Then 
I hoped that we should have had some acknowledgment from the hon’ble 
non-official members who have spoken as i aie the contribution that has 





been made for the support of the Eden Hostel. It is a project of the very 


deepest importance for the welfare of young students who come to Calcutta, 
for their rvation and protection from the immoral influences which 
must beset them in a great city like this. There is one other matter in which 
I take great personal interest, and to which a good deal of reference has been 
made in the course of the discussion, and that is the allotment made for 
the improvement of technical education. Last year I visited the tallege at 
Sibpur, and came awa: greatly impressed. There is no institution of the 
kind which I have seen in any other per of India which approaches the Sibpur 
Bapeesnss College, and I am sure that if any Hon’ble Member who spoke 
about it had personally visited, Sibpur College, he would have been sent to 
know that every student who ps out of it receives immediate emp]oyment of 
gome kind or other. 1 had something to do in the Central Provinces with agricul- 
tural classes in one way or another, and although no special efforts were made 
by the administration there to further the interests of the students, there was 
never any difliculty in the students getting employment. With reference to 
‘the question of the Subordinate Forest Service, I shall be much obliged to 
the Hon’ble Member who spoke of them if he would interest himself in 
getting a class of suitable native candidates for that service. It was tried in 
the Central Provinces, a large part of the area of which consist of forests and 
jungle, and { exhausted attempts to induce native gentlemen to enter service in 
the Forest Department. They did not meet with success, the reason being 
that the pay was not very attractive, and that the climate is extremely bad. 
My efforts failed there, but if hon’ble gentlemen who belong to this country 
can induce the natives of Bengal to enter classes for the study of forestry, 1 
shall give them the most hearty mmconne ay myself. ‘The Hon'ble Mr. Risley 
has taken out of my mouth remarks which I intended to make in reference 
to the water-supply of Bengal. He has told you that it was the earnest desire 
of Sir Alexander enaie to give every possible aid towards the improvement 
of the supply of pure water in the villages of the country. A scheme has been 
so far formulated that it has received the warm approval of the Government of 
India, and will be carried still further forward ina very short time. lv is 
casentjal that measures of that kind should be undertaken in a systematic and 
hodical way. A scheme has been prepared, and I hope to be able before 
another twelve menths are over to make some effort in that direction.” | 


Ps, SALT BILL. 


A . ? 
Tho Hon'ble Ma. Gnituux moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Salt Law in Bengal He said:—‘ Having regard to the fact that a large 
amount of the time of the Council has been occupied in eenying on the discus: 
sion on tue Financial Statement, I do not propos? to explain at any length 


‘“ 


to-day the reasons which make this measure neOSEsAty. I shall, th 
objects of the 


confine myself to a brief statement of the chief ss Bill. First it 


ae ays 
we si 








is ment in Orissa from 
ras, and the reorganisati controlling staff on a legal 
d and last Sk path ins grea certain changes in the luw 
ience of the or 1as shown to be necessary for the saf: rding 

wf the reve cannot claim to be the author of this Bill aiaits Nes corae 
to me from the hands of the Hon’ble Mr. Risley who has hitherto had charge 
ot it, but in assuming the duty and ee taity of conducting the Biull 
throngh the Council, I have to a ee am entirely in accord with its 
inciples and its provisions. The Bill will be circulated to the members of 
the Council, and at our next meeting, I propose to give a full account of the 


iRotresae 


circumstances Which have given rise to | 
Tho Motion was put and agreed to, 


EXTENSION OF THE POLICE ACT, V OF 1861, TO CALCUTTA AND 
oe SUBURBS. 


Tur Hon’ble Mr. Prarr presented the report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill to extend certain portions of the Police Act, V of 1861, to the Town and 
Suburbs of Calcutta. He said :—-‘* We have seen no reason to alter the Bill as it 
was introduced in Council except in one particular, and that is referred to in 
paragraph 2 of our report which says:—‘A disturbange in an area proclaimed 
under bs Bill may be brought about by or with the assistance of inhabitants 
of some other area.’ This certainly was the result of actual experience during 
the Tallah riots last year. Between 70 and 80 persons were arrested on that 
oceasion and prosecuted to conviction ; and it was found from their own 
admissions, as well as from the result of independent enquiries, that a majority 
of those persons came from areas outside the scene of actual disturbance, 
Moreover it was apprehended at one time that large bodies of men from 
the jute mills, both up and down the river, would come into Calcutta and 
swell the number of the rioters. Happily that danger was averted, but still 
it must be borne in mind as a possible feature in any future disturbance. 


The report, therefore, in age 2 says further:—*We have therefore, fol- 

lowing a precedent set by a Bill recently introduced in the Bombay Legislative 

Council, made some additions to the schedule to this Bill with the object of 

authorizing the recovery from inhabitants of such other area of compensation 

awarded to persons who have suffered from their misconduct.’ Beyond this 

be not propose to go. We do not ask that these persons coming areas 
if 





‘do the area actually disturbed should be called on to contribute towards 
the pay of the additional police quartered in the disturbed area. All we ask 
is that inhabitants of areas who have gone forth from their own areas to the 
ee of disturbance for the purpose of joining in the disturbance should be 
iable to contribute towards the compensation of persons injured by their 
misconduct, injuries whieh are brought about very largely by the active associ- 
ation of these individuals with the mob. I only further desire to invite the 
attention of Hon’ble Members to the appendix to our report which I believe 
is calculated to afford useful assistance in studying the provisions of this Bill.” | 


Tho Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 98rd instant. 
4 ea 
 . @, WIGLEY, 
Og. Asst. Sey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Ea a 8 Sig SY Legislative Dept. 





Cavcurra, eae ie 4) oe 
Te 17th May, 1898. ; 
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Tue Council met at the Council ane Saturday, the 23: 
Present: 


The Hon'ble Sm Joun Woonsury, K.C.8.1.)_ Libedipadkdaipeligs of Bengal, 
esiding. 

The Hon’ble Siz Camarces Pavt, «.c.1.8., Advocate- Geaieal of Bonga 

The Hon’ble H. H. Ristey, 0.1.8. 

The Hon’ble Rat Durca Garr Banersea BawaDvr, C18. 

The Hon’ble Nawas Syup AMEER Hossein, 6.1.E, } 

The Hon'ble M. Frxvoane, 0.8.1. 

The Hon’kle W. B. Oupnam, €.1.8. 

The Hon'ble R. B. Buoxtey. 

The Hon’ble W. H. Guurcey. 

The Hon’ble SantezapA Manomep Bakntyar sean CLE 

The Hon'ble M. C. Turner. 

The Hon’ble Norenpra Natu Sen. 

The Hon’ble Satiaram Sinan. 

The Hon’ble Karr Cuaran BANersee. 

The Hon’ble SurenpRaNaTH BANERJEE. 


SALT BILL. 


The Hon’ble Mr, Grimuay introduced the Bill to amend the Salt Law in 
Bengal, and moved that it be read in Council, He said :— 

“‘T have now the honour to introduce the Bill to amend the Salt Law | 

and to move that it be read in Council, : 


“Tt has already been stated that one of the ol jects of ‘he i Si el the solide 3 
of the Rowana system, and as there may possibly be some M of this | 
Council who are unacquainted with the pee sant I or the Mee eestca of | 
Salt Revenue in Bengal, I will, redeom my promise and give some account of 
> hog descri its origin, how long it has been in existence, the mavner 
whidh it operates, the part of the country affected by it, and the special — 
ivcumstancen that render its continuance no longer necessary. The supply 
of salt to Bengal in the past has been derived ioe fon foreign importation’ — 
and partly from home manufacture, though the latter source is practically 
extinct. Until 1863 cease had the_ monopoly. of manufacture, the 
districts on the sea-board of the Bay fey eae tol auanee 3 a 


manufactured, to the | aap Po 
=e salt and sold it to sa i 
Eee the Government ; Bar a rita 


the Smit trade to private snipe: Pee as cise. = 
were scattered over large areas of coast country, 
nated with brine sy rib aw Bie of Bengal ; 







the Chittagong » south-west 
Chilka Lake, in the pontine “on the west ide of the Ba 
to the ossibility of imported salt i smuggled from — 
the double antes of illicit manufacture in the saliferous 
searing fin, he ee ee ind to. ai 
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ion of com plete information | 
ns instituted by the Executive 
them on as sich or revision. It is” 
under the provisions of the law, 
urther af ic will be made on the © 


he entire portion of the ae 
lagement of Government, has 

7 ba the AB ry state wh: 
overnment, and wh the 

Be : barred from it ? . ee 


Stead the prohibition of the Noti-. 
one mile any drainage channel, 
as not sh he prejudicial effect of 
water-courses w ive, ‘The lands of tho 
, i se pe beyond the limit Sls nar and were not therefore 
ded in the Ne Notifoition, In. any case Government would not erect embank- 
wats which would. be i injurious, and it would be unnecessary for Government 
by notification to prohibit itself frou ache: what it had no intention of doing. # 


TW waeecme tsa i ts oy, 


TAE PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE, 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpranata Banerser asked :— 


I have the honour to ‘call: “attention to the liber Nations noted in 
the margin which occur in para- 


Rf eae greys trod - graph 20* of the Government 
iin His Honour o oe thet wring to the nartow- vlution on the re-organisation of 


_tes ofthe seale of the Pr. tinal Serve, compared the Education Department, dated 

ber laerre very aicovt aed lng Rerotne er the 26th March, 1897, aie to ask 

placed VI on Rs a ioaw rervice are all what steps, if any, havo been taken 

acd boféne they.can nae 40) increase of. pay, fot GF ving eifect to the intentions 

must rise to the to stele ‘then ‘move ‘lowly 0 the Government for improving 
Ae ape fh ti Papeete ot Mae SA “ position of officers in the lower 

of class VILE bn Ky, 160. Sir Alexander Mackenzie classes of the Provincial Service of 

enrich tow Sohmaororing.. the Education Department, and. if 

 tovedasides-whetbes’ er, 4 may not NOt, W. whether, having regard to the 

ge naspberrel sunelnee, savings effected by. the re-organi - 

aks a sation scheme, will the Govern- 

mout he pleased to iro tall effact to the is intentions ot Sis coum Mackenzie 

iu this ~— wage us? 
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of | ia by Ww hich further benefits 
( that se y bas the Government 


since the date of the 
the 6th au Tth intone have boén tilled 
vie "a how many by appvintments «2 


hg V hos min vacancies have 
A Rares: ai tae o 
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brome eta 
sic at ae asoia ge promctions 


strvie. wi iy - officers, thug promoted 

6 dic of eas. et a 
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ithe aie those wh9, ane oaks i a  Servicn? 
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a nate Service 
in n that ‘service ; (¢) whether hee cigs 
mo tena will the Goan 






© ‘The Hon'ble Mr. Finvoane replied: — — ‘ 


 (a)—The_ which ve aconured the differen 
ie eg ae ery. on wt ogee ee of tla are—1. 1 pu i 
Vee _ class. V5 Fig ef ass V1; 3 in cla ae, ti 
in in. the seve almost lip 
oe arose toi vent “Tho am ieee oy 


(6) The vacancies mentioned? above imply 12 vacancies in class VI; of 
these none has been filled up by. promotion from from the Subordinate Service, three 
have been filled op by the a ral arn of native gentlemen who were outsiders, 
to the vacancies caused by Wen ent from the: ny Be a ripe cof Sir Alfred 
Croft and Messrs. Ewba: , and another outsider will take the place 
of Mr. Robson, who has been roam ken to the Punjab. . The remainder er 
have been or will be filled by promotions from class VII, The vacancies 
class VII, as a by the figures given in answer to (a) would be 15. These 
must be reduced by the four outsiders; so that a come to 11 in all; of and 
three have been filled by the appointment 0 officers from the 
Beerice.. Theremainder either have been or willbe filled up by ene 


Lo t 


“4 (¢) The. practice. of | $ appointin ‘outsiders’ existed under. the old system 
and cannot be altogether her avoided. if the pe perc ee 
maintained, ‘There have been three cases of | bi pen so 
ranks, These have. been treated as. exceptional cases. Two.of 
had been selected by Sir Alfred. Croft for sperial, } . te foe 
Subordinate Service, and would eadeaiaw i 
had the re-organisation. taken place ata somew t later aa ‘Tt was t thong 

ht that they should take the.places in the Provincial lit ‘according to the 
wes positions paso © held in.the former Subordinate Service by those into 
whose aia they were 
two, and it was thought rig! ht that he should receive similar treatment. It has 
been ruled that if an Offeor is in future promoted. from, the Subordinate ° 
the Provincial list, he shall be placed at the bottom of the class corresponding 
in pay to that which, as,a Subontionte: Reesen Gay he ys neve 
Instances of thiskind will berare, 





a) As regards extensions of servi to said ates bie attained tees 
_ 6f'55, the Government is bound by the orders contained. in Article 503 

-  Givil Service Regulations, which, on financial grounds, sara naae® eee pa 
pulsory retirement of un efficient eRe. uaa ABS special reasens. 


‘ “ F , cial ossibl } C suggostio® 
made AY ne Hon’ble le Moniber, a ba oe P we wt al " 


g admitted The third officer stood next to these 





Lhave the Go atonton to the femurs nated in pagar 
the Govern: 


4 geeduited! eontained im the 7th 
oe eit acme tol ae esl'crin te Of the Resolution of 
pre a pan aang” ant of India, dated the 2ard 
ans ehieraoording tothe nature of the office held Sr ae to ask fe), tite 
than according mae cers teaching general su 
asap ter uted i hg roa jects ang how eer teaching 
M ot Orlétital languages have not been 


jt schools and ft lowecsnnk is the ray date joegel 3 ai re “dee Service ; 
sate Sorvico, our appoint- 


ah class Vill fb Rosolition: Ro. soit, “i nan Py “adh arch, 1898, 
of the Government 0 new appointments not originall includ. 
ri a oe Brovincial cial, Service . sanctione by. the 
ala are. ae it would not be more 
consistent, @ sp ent Resolution uoted above to 
et te tr ee cae d fo it Subsequent in 
creased needs which en alee Blise: (d) whethier the p sia 
arrangement has not serioush ad terests of the Biteeee who 
were already in the Education Fats at the date of oe last letter (No. 2832, 
dated the 14th August, 1895,) of the Governtnent of Bengal on the abject 
of the re-organisation of the Education. ———- but wore placed’ in the 
Subordinate Sé Servioo list ? 


The Hon'ble Mn. Faweane' replied :— 


“(a) Two Ubicets 5 in the Bethune College for Ladies and one officer in 
the Chittagong College, who teach general subjects, have not been included in 
the Provincial Service. Co gr sa tes at Pandit, who have not been so 
Poem are ten in number. e Provin Service cadre was fixed on the 

ion that three Pos speinsnea it should be given to the Bethune 

al ege, and two to the Chittagong College, and this has been ‘done. If more 

consideration wore shewn tothese institutions, iteouldonly bedone woh cmt 
os py ‘and more important Government. institutions, As 

Oriental Languages it: so. happe pens that one moré than the cae 

willy intended for admission is now’a¢tually. eniployed in the Provincial 


“(b) The last four appointments are not new appointinehts properly épeak- 
ng as in’ no’ way'increased'the number of rer umerewer ally 

for the several colleges) Inthe case of Babu Hridoy Chandra Bannerjee, 
he:is:in’ addition to: the ‘complement’ original assigned to the Presidency 
pa as ere as am ‘Daoca College is one short of its assigned 
num he al 


«(e) The appointments are not néw. 


sa 2 ir ee inthe saoeint it ate not, 

juriously affected changes Ww ve''taken’ place, 

ee Fri will.dou in’ time a ace inthe Provineial 
mc iit may be presumed, thatallrround they will be gainers.” 


The erty de Shaaitiannaese BaKeeiys: asked’ :— 


having’ regard to: the very great! inconvenience and hard: 
sear others e) Subordinate Service by the new scheme being 
injaledpalsbbhw Ms one hand, ‘and'the’ p _ suspension of their promotion 
under the: old-scheme on the other, - the (Government so pleased to issue s 
revised’ promotion i sccrngto tol “hae: ns Serve aged = 
orders with, regard to the new me have: recei rom the 
. pedha  Ran tats 


Borvioe 
Service, 









“The Bana of Bengal has asked ‘the Govérhmedt of India to 
allow the scheme which has been placed in co to be resuscitated, with 
pi ica ew effect, ues a meg of 0} eat in mo Peni i 
e-guarded, no woald come of issuing a revised ist according 1g to the 
old Subordinate Service scale.” ing | 


ALLEDGED LAWLESSNESS IN BURRA BAZAR, 


The Hon’ble Basu Norenpaa Natu Sen asked :— i " 
Whether it is known to Government that, notwithstanding all that he 
recently been done to suppress lawlessness at Burra Bazar in Caleutta by legis. 
lative and executive measures, there still exists in that locality a band ‘of pro. 
fessional ruffians, called Gundahs, who habitually terrorize over p ple; and if 
#0, what steps, if any, it is intended to keep them under more olficient control, 
and stamp out the evil altogether, if possible ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Frvucane replied :— 


“The Commissioner of Police reports that so far as he knows there are 10 
bands of gundaks in Burra Bazar at present. He has received no complaints of 
lawlessness or terrorism for several months back, Should there be any out- 

_ breaks of lawlessness or terrorism in Burra Bazar or elsewhere in Calcutta, 
Government will take prompt measures to suppress them,” 


PLAGUE IN CALCUTTA. 


The Hon'ble Basu Sorenprasate Banerser asked: — 


Will the Government be pleased to make a statement with regard to the 
suspicious cases of plague which have recently appeared in Calcutta? Aro 
they cases of true bubonic yg ve Will the Government be pleased to lay 
on the table the Report of Dr. Haffkine on the subject. ‘ 


The Hon’ble Basu Noreypra Narn Sen said :— 


In view of the panic and alarm caused in Calcutta by the reports of several 
suspicious cases of a in the City and of the exodus that has already 
commenced, I have the honour to enquire to what extent the Government 
will be prepared to mitigate the stringency of the rales in regard to the 
arrangements required to be mado for segregation and disinfection, in the case 
of respectable people, especially as regards purdah women and children, in 


_ the event of an outbreak of the plague? 


/ x that some say itis 


(a) Have any cases occurring in Calcutta been reported to Government 
_as cases of plague ? aia ‘ tues 

(+) Has Government taken any steps to in if there are or were 
real cases of plague? If so, what are those | ? Lay are 

(c) Has Dr. Haffkine pronounced any, opinion as to the nature of the 
bacilli he may have found in the blood and fluid of the glands of patients 
that were sent to him? Is Government aware that there are differences of 
_ medical opinion as regards the bacteriological diugnosis of lague ; that 
| true bacillas of 3! itively i 











ae, if there 1s any, has not yet been 
; Kitusnto’s bacilli, others that it is” h 
troe nlague bacillus? Others again have said that there is a th 
hich is foun? in plague cases, and that it is yet uncertain which isjth 
pathogenic baciilus, Under these circumstances, would it not be 
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rmment been dra Bi alleged cases 
k, or cases of ran to resembling plague, — 
to state the result op the enquiries made fe 


ague cates Ville table arc. 
a raladen deaih from fever 
groin, occurred in Kapstola a wad 
post-mortem examination showed. — 
or-General of Civil Hospitals, 
f f Calcutta as suspicious. & 
r ha peri er considered the case. to , 
bo one of se} ic of a own ne him as not uncommon in 
Calcutta. — ; 23 a , resident in Caleutta, 
and there wes no evidence waster © had any communication 
the areas ite a the Panjab which are 
he owe in gene he. died was thoroughly ‘disin- 
ine pence with him were removed to a 
thang and all clothes which might. convey 
Gal ad oer h bpie pei one pope! 
tures were made from the im nt s and were sent to Monsieur 
Haffkine at Bombay for ae examination, 
“On the following ans other wd beyiy Kapalitola were found to be 
suffering from somewhat simil One of these, a boy two 
and-a-half old, has sn did andthe er eo are under observation. oe 
other p "who had | been in Sera e deceased were discharged 
after ten un’ ia they showed no suspicious 
poor ds ; Okey 
“A Dom who aunaaat ae post-mortem examination got accidentally — 
pricked in the finger, and has beon ~anib ates ‘ill, but is now reported to be — 
recovering. 























“On the 27th A Theses more eases occurred in the neighbourhood of 
Kapalitola, one of ‘wae fatal %i aon 
“On the 24th Api tae cases, of Whit dade wate fh ocegred in Market 











on the same day a man died with 


Street cone Office Street, and 





suspicions & ae en at 39, Ezra Street. On the 27th four more cases occurred 
in the sam two ‘of which have proved fatal, There were three 
ee h rite) — tw om, one. of which died, oceurred — 
yesterday. 
7 ena as of ‘Meoers, Kilburn and Com- ~ 


jute 
4, Pal nos a ms fhe, following day a second — 


n hay ive Street was admitted 
ane h suspicious saat 4 
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Puri.—Rainfall at Puri :58, Khurda ‘11. Dalua paddy ripening. Mung being harvested, 
State of other rabi crops generally good. Land being ploughed for next winter rice crop, 
Cattle-disease not reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice sells.as f Ste 


Srs. ch. 

Puri and Khurda wie ak a) 14 7 
Interior of district ae on ne to Oe re 

; 19 11 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘37. Some rain and slight hail. Weather stil] 
. threatening and hot, A full crop of mahua being gathered. Mango promising. Rice 11 to 
13 seers per rupee. 
Lohardaga.—Rainfall at Sadar 60. Gathering of mahua continues Rice sells at 
Ranchi 11 seers, and in the interior from 12 to 16 seers per rupee. Oattle-disease continues, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Grain in stock sufficient. 


; Palamau.—Rainfall -nil. Weather sensonable. Rabi harvest continues; 12 annas 
outturn ex Mahua falling ; § annas outturn expected, Sugarcane and china doing 
well, attle-disease reported from Garhwa. Todder and water sufficient. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘94, Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops good. 
Cattle-disease reported from thanas Purutia,and Raghunathpur. Folder and water 
sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 15 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient, 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall ‘13. Rive plentiful. Price from 12 to 16 seers per rupee. 


General Summary.—Rain fell generally and in fair quantities over the Provinco 
during the week. Ploughing is now going on, and the sowing of early rice and jute has 
begun in parts. The spring rice and indigo have improved. Orissa the spring rice is 
ripening and is being harvested in places. The young sugarcane and china and mung 
millets are doing well. The rabi harvest is So over, and the outturn for the 
Province as a whole is estimated at 16} annas. The malua crop is ong Senet, and a 
good outturn is expected except in Palamau, where it is only 8 annas. Thore was a slight 
rise in the price of rice in some distriots. Some cattle-disease is reported from the 
24-Parganas, Pabna, Monghyr, Purnea, the Sonthal Parganas, Lohardaga, Palamau, and 
Maubhum. Fodder-supply is reported sufficient except from the Sonthal Parganas. Dof- 
ciency of re atype | of 18 repo! from places in Nadia, Jessore, Rangpur, Daooa, Chitta- 


gong, and the Sonthal Parganas. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Revenve DeprarTMENT, M. FINUCANE, 


The 19th April 1898- Sceretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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43,784 | 11,774 





7,001 | 3,61,801 | 40,86,581 | 11,818,000] 9,02,999 | 84,276 '2,63,700| 4,800 
apis 15,419,000) 2,52,922'| 89,300 eRe 4,763) 2,108 
2,501 |1,00,595 | 12,084 | 6,238,430 ar 17,859,; 1,090,200 86,117 2,56,295 | 21,731 
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& Imports into Oacurra. 


‘he following statement shows the several routes Followed by the Trade in the Principal Staples of Traffic ina 
into Caloutta during the month of November 1897. 











———— eee 
Poop-aRarns, Frerovs Propvcrs, Orrseeps, 
Cot Silk, 
Montara |Indian.| twwe"| raw: 


Rice, ae. | win terol ; fonds | ute, | Gamny- | a nsqod, i 
























Mas. | Mds, | Mas, | as Mas. 
8276] 453), 27,008} 8}14,93,727 | 
1,008 1} 9,600] seus j 
60,978 | 1,88,702 





Mds. 










| 80,088 | 2,47,776-| 1,77,085 







4 . Exronrs FROM Oaxcurta, a Sei eae 
The folowing Statement shows the Values and Quantities of the Principal Stapler of Traffic exported Taland from ¢, 





Af ; by Rail, Road, River (Onuntry-boat and Steamer), 











and Oanal during the month of November 1897 ice 
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6,616] the Provinces under 


iieutenant-Governor of 82,664 12,404 | 10,688 
Bengal. 


He. 
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«jal Ex 2,33 | Grand Total of supplies into 
$4,923 ct 73,72, 
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1,906 ‘437 60 | 
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875,247] North-Western” Provinces 
and Vudb ,,, * 









‘s 5] Other places << 
36,33: 
————- ~| Grand Total of Ex- ¢1897 43,5446 | 7.73815) 4.14615 19 
890,255) ports in November 1sv8, 78,837 33,653 } Fon or 8.715 f 
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* 
| Se ae y 
The Sea-borne Trad: of Caleutta in those Staples during the month of No-ember 1897 was as follows :— 
SSS ns ———— 
Corre PrrcR-aoons, Corrow Twist. 
Impontap eto OaLourta. - Salt. | Kerosine oil, | 6 
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Calcutta during the month of November 1897. :— 


The following Statement shows the several Routes jollowed by the ‘Trade in the Principal Staples of Traffic exported) 
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SSW Day chiefly clear, 
night 1 
cloudy, 


77-2) 77%| +841) 74°0 | 71 | SSW, S and SSE 183 » Partially cloudy, o, 





739 | 78°7| +766) 71-2 | 78 | EBSEand SSW .,| 155] 0-16 Chiefly cloudy, o, 
» P, t < 


67 | 78%8| 798) 701| 70|SWandoalm ...| 34] Nit | Partially olowdy, 
752 | 76°1| +814] 73-0 | 73 | ssw w+] 71) 015 | Partially cloudy, 
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SSWandS ..,) 112] Nil | Partially cloudy, 
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SSW and variable | 221) 0°58 | Chiefly cloudy, 0, 
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The mean pressure of the seven days 


soe ae ede soe 29°823 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
Genseal's Office ese “it 2 ans os se 20°747 
ours, 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine ss toe ‘ee 520 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ‘= oe 88°] 
The mean temperature of the seven days eve too 7 82:1 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office eas ove oes oe on 85:0 
The extreme variation of temperature _,,, see oes see 258 
The maximum temperature ... des ons cae team 03-6 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour eee ve be 20° 
, 6 De mean pag manip i a ee a a Rad 73 
|; © average relative humidity of the corresponding period for years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office ae ooh see tg ‘ 69 
hon, 
The total fall of rain from 10th to 16th April 1898 .., oe iss “0°89 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
, Office wcll abe oon eee ies 0:23 
The total fall from 1st January to 16th April 1898 aes ove 1:25 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office eee coe : 3:48 





The mean pressure, tem: ture, &¢., are deduced from the traces of the Ba h and Thermograph, 

from observations made at h., 10h,, 16h, and 22h, a 

The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 

ometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 

— a They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
ground, - 


The barometer readings are corrected proximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No. 

ly at the Sarveyor-General's- Offs rs d % 
¢ hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables II1, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 

Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 

The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beokley’s anemograph. 

The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 











under; <, lig > g, gloomy. 





°, Overcast ; d, drizzling rain ; passing tempo: showers; 
t, th "li htning ; ae secnig wind; n 


L Orvice, Govr. oy Invia, J. H. Guumayp, 
the 18th April 1898, For Metcorological Reporter to the Govt. of Indta, 
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TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF TiLlé METEOROLOGICAL OBSE 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF H 1898, 0 
Wratuer during March was in its general features more abnormal than usual, and the 
wh ay were at times so ima that it is difficult, taking acoount of the limited over 
hich the land observatio the accompanying tables extend, to give a connec Account 
of the disturbances which ocourred during the month. : 
The chief peculiarities in the weather, mainly due to the line of advance of the shallow 
ons, were— ; 
(1) an almost entire absence of rainfall; 7 
(2) the quick fall of temperature which was more noticeable in night than in day 


‘ r ; cs 

(3) the relatively low pressure over Burma, which followed the of the 
depressions and caused dry morth-westerly winds over Bengal i dl of the 
southerly winds more usual at that season of the year. ‘ 

Two periods of disturbed weather ocourred, one in the first week and the Second | 
about the begiuning of the third week. _ The depressions were both very shallow, so much 
so that it was difficult to recognise their Bakar but they were followed by a rapid rise 
of pressure which had probably.a good deal to do with the subsequent low pressure oyor 
Burma, as the rise stopped short over Bengal. The wave of rising pressure in the first 
case moved over B from the west, while in the seoond it began in North Bengal and 
appeared to extend south-westward, but ultimately with the same result on the general 
distribution. In each case readings became highest in Bihar and lowest in the south of 
Burma, consequently, with a reversal of the ient. 

Fairly general light showers fell in Bibar and North Bengal during the passage of 
the first depression, but with the second practically the only rainfall was reported from 
Chittagong Altogether, as may be seen from the rainfall tablo at the end, the various 
divisions of the province received only a small fraction of the normal amount for March, 
In East Bengal, on an average, it was ‘2 inch instead of 2:59 inches, in Bihar +11 inch, 
and in South-West Bengal, Orissa and Chota Nagpur the amount was barely measurable, 
whereas in ordinary years the south-western districts receive about 1 inch, 

Owing to the absence of cloud, day temperatures were not so low as is usual during 
disturbed weather; but as north-wester ly winds became established and continued for some 
days, the nights were much cooler than usual. The difference from the normal for the 
month in day temperatures varied from excess of 4° in South-West Bengal to a small 
defect in the north of the province, while mean minimum temperature was below the 
normal everywhere, by amounts varying from nearly 6° in East Bongal to 1° in the west of 
Bihar. Owing to this excess during the day and the defect at night, the average difference 
from the normal for the whole day is not large, rarely more than 1°, ; 

At the beginning of the month there wero signs of a depression over tho northern 
districts, but not well marked. Pressure, which during the previous day had fallen briskly, 
was very uniform and above the normal by small amounts. 'Tho best indication of the 
depression was the cyclonic circulation of winds. A further fall ocourred before the 
morning of the 2nd, largest in the west of Bihar, after which the area of lowest pressure 
was over the west of the proyince, but still with a slight gradient. In Bihar winds had 
changed from west to east, but the rapid recovery of growers set in almost immediately, and 
they soon became west again. These variations in the wind circulation Were accompanied 
by fairly general local storms over Bihar with light rain, most of them oceurring between 
“A morning of the 2nd and the morning of the 3rd. 

The changes of pressure on the 8rd varied from a fall of -05 inch in East Bengal, 
where the depression then was, to u rise of +15 inch in the extreme west of Bihar, and a 
steep gradient was then shown over the western districts, The wave advancing soutli- 
eastward, was over South-East Bengal in its maximum phase on the 4th, and was to 
a large extent checked there. The fall of temperature which accompanied the rise was 
unusually rapid. On the 3rd there was excess over the whole province, except the west of 
Bihar, and it was as much as 5° in North Bengal. On the 4th defect varied from 15° 
in part of Bihar and Chota Nagpur to 8° in South-Dast Bengal, and on the 5th a uniform 
defect of about 12° prevailed, 

Settled weather followed with unusually dry cool westerly winds owing to the ure 
distribution caused by the depression, that is, with highest pressure in the west of Bihar 
and lowest in the south of Burma and a gradient the reverso of what is usual in March. 
This abnormal arrangement of pressure continued till the’ 10th, with the usual, though 
rather large, oscillations, the most noticeable vf which occurred on the 8th and 9th, when 
there was first a fall of about ‘1 inch in the north of the province and then a rise of similar 
amount. Tho weather, however, remained the same till the 11th, when, after a steady 
moderate fall of pressure during pa the days, readings were lowest in North Bengal, 
and muted winds began to replace the hitherto w current, 

With the southerly winds temperature rose, differed from the normal by only 
_ small amounts till the 15th, when there was exoess in all districts and in places as much as 5°. 
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‘of a fairly uniform character. ‘Proseure re 

} continued from day to day in the north of 

‘were more a cloudless sky and temperature considerably 
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Ly Inds. 
high (enjertare to extend over the Bay where, as shown by 
tions, there was y a small defect. As in the early part of the month, 
iderable oscillations of pressure vbtained, but it was not still the 22nd that any decided 
change pena —s then rose rapidly in the north-east of Bengal, and on the 
follo over the whole province, = 
With the rise of pressure there was a general fall of temperature owing to the northerly 
winds which set in. On the 22nd the difference from the normal varied from defect of 8° 
in the wost of Bihar to excess of 2° at the more southern stations, and on the 28rd a uniform 
defect of about 7° Sentsiled. over a great part of the province. 

At that time the pressure distribution was somewhat similar to what had followed the 

vious disturbance, with the difference that the area of highest pressure lay along the 

i was not confined to the south of Burma, but was general 

Bay. Excess in pressure in North Bengal and Bihar was about 

arrangement was, on this occasion, of shorter duration. A rapid 

fall of set in over Bengal on the 25th, the southerly winds were restored at the 
head of the Bay and temperature was rising rapidly. : 

Between 26th and the end of the month ordinary weather was general, Tho 

ure distribution became practically normal, and temperature rose over tho proviuce,. 

ut remained low over the Bay, as had been the case during the third week, 

Pressure.—Oscillations were larger than usual during the month, and at times the 

variation from the normal was considerable. Though two depressions passed across the 
provinee, the preliminary fall of was only of moderate amount and somewhat 
prolonged. The recovery, on the other hand, was quick. In each case an abnormal distribu- 
tion followed the passage of the disturbances, as stated above, with high pressure in the 
north-west of the province and the lowest in the south of Burma and the south-east of the 
Bay. In the early part of the month the arrangement continued for a considerable time, 
but in the latter hale ofthe month it was for about two days only. At other times pressure 
was lowest in the north of the province and highest over the Bay with southerly winds and 
high temperature. 

Temperature—Was low in the first and third weeks and high at other times. During 
the periods of cool weather the depression of tem ure was greater at night than during 
the ep probably owing to the cloudless skies while the disturbances were crossing the 
province, Maximum temperature was high, and minimum temperature low, in some of the 
southern pecan pagh§ as much as 6°, The mean temperature, however, though lower than 
usual, arenas differed by ouly small amounts from the normal. On an average for the 
larger divisions there was excess in Assam and Chota Nagpur and defect élsewhere, of about 
1°, except in North Bengal, where mean temperature was very nearly normal. 

Rainfail--Was to a large extent absent in the southern parts, and only a few light 
and rather scattered showers fell in North 1 and Bihar at the beginning of the month, 
East Bengal received, on an average, “2 inch, Bihar ‘11 inch and the other divisions less than 
‘1 ineh. @ normal fall for March varies from half an inch in Bihar to 2°6 inches in Hast 
Bengal. The details of the rainfall are given in the accompanying table. 


The — table Oe the summary of the temperature and rainfall data of each of 
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the seven ogical divisions of the Province for the month of March 1898 :— 
TEMPERATURE RAINPALL, 
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fren sy Of month, Rainy days. “Otaber 
Hemet eeie nes.) 3 STON a aE " 

_ Divisions, . - Fi 3 a : i 
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Nxzeononocicar Orrick, BENGAL, 0. Larrie, 
The 12th April 1898. | Meteorologieai Reporter to the Geet, of Benga’. 









" Results of the Haaaiaionl aad Thermometrical Observation 
logical Office, Ohowringhee, fea Ste to ries ‘spa 1808 








1898, . | Tnohes, » a 2 * ig Inches, v: % ~ Inches. 
atl | a] we | wea es | a] ge) ee) ae) ee] ge | 
oo we | 12th «4 918} 809 | B80 | 142 | 73:8 | 823 | 775 881 75'4 80 vor 
a ““listh “| 30014 | 828 |-954 | 263 | 691 | 866 | 780 844 741 67. ou. 
em lyath |" 008 | 859 | 960 | 202 | 758 | 885 | 795 887 766 66 Nil. 
E45 “"listh “| 29904! 846 | 940 | 188 | 752 | 87-4 | 79° +902 76:1 69 1-02 
ns “yeth 2.) 902] 848 | 919 | 148 | 776 | 8898 | 785 840 740 63 Nil 
{io AURMA URL PCS OR BRS CN, Ss LG a ea oR Siaeeelrini MERA 
‘ Incher. 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... EA ss. 29 888 
’ e 
The mean temperature of #he seven days ce b, ww. 84:5 
The extreme variation of temperature ose ib Sey remy | 
The maximum temperature ow oo oe van 962 
. . /. 
The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days on am 
‘The total fall of rain from 10th to 16th April 1898 i mi tae 
The daily mean temperatures are the crade means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 
MxrnorotooicaL Orricz, Brnoat, QO. Larriz, 
The 18t) April 1898, Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of Ben jal. 
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* GIROULAK AND KASTERN CANALS. 
Approzimate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 9th Aprit i898, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
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OIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approximate return of traffic for the week. ending Saturday, the 16th April I 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
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sor | 00 =| ong ony | gues | zor | ior I . seer | ot aa '| Se | Oe lee | im) ee Sl 
1s.05t | $3.0 0-8 00-4 ses | yO. wor | Get Sel se fat | oe oar ae feet | one SLtot | ser 0g.86t | 00.8 sor | se |)" 
wet | see) ors es [OF | er foe fet jaw le pe | eB Bs Be | ee | seme | ot Oe tots “ 

ss.orr | ogo | gas sz | esse | sor | ser | oot . Bax | St | Se fee | see | et fm 

se-ork | ogo | oot os | wee | sot | wor | ot | geie io | Seat | SE fear | Sok | seit | oe | Ht | Get | Soom | ito | tin soy | 
OF-6F1 | 0L0 OF.g ons 8.48 90.1 01 os. wll | oor $0.96t | 11.0 90.008 | LL.0 badd Rx: 
Gat jee jee je jee ls fae | et | Be | RS Se | St eerie: | eer lee | eae] et ieee ae fee | ee =| 
Ret | ee | we | ate eee | mot | eet | ee | Se oe | sat | Sf fom | it | stot | ms | Sat | ser to so | io 
.0t | 00.1 02.8 oy | ease | ot | seor | cos | grip v0 | sez | oes | Sten | cee | seo | ooo | OGL | art | asset | oso | oem | seo | mt 
ea |e: [at | [ae |e [ae ee jee | et Se |e Seay [Bar| oe eee | Be ee | Se) Be |e) 
seer | 06.0 | ons my | tere fut | ver | woe | ee | eo | Se ss | Set | St | Som | ore | cect | set | Seoe | eo | cea | ont mips 

fe wor | seo | Se | SS | lee | att ter |e | BR | BS | Se | ee | on | or | eam | oe | et act | prot | os | ste | oat | 
j 7 ye a 00. i“ = 
agi |e: [St |: |Se |e fat Bt Be 3 | ae Rt BRET Bsr SP |S et | eee [ee se ioe 
: SLT $9.19 2.0 $8.82 8.5 i £2.070 | 08.9 oll aod 
. tert | 30 08.1 os | sose | at | coor | ort $9.15 $3.82 seer | set Seiot | wt | geeet | so.0 | O8c0s | a0 | | 
ts Be [fe |e [ee fit | ee |B (Be | ee leer) er | eae ss jaar | et | et | me | ee | ee |=): 
S 88.6 oF9 bd fe 
: og | ise | ist | zor eset | es a ” 

ee 8.651 96.2 ms | oss | ot | voor | oe | ER na | Mr} sect | 0 | $9.90 | 82.0 | ~ 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


Statement of Goods Traffic in staples carried during the four weeks ending 26th February 1898, a8 compared 
with the same period of 1897, ’ 





Ooal & Coke carried forthe F public and fovsign 


i tee 


Cotton, manufactured- 


1 Twiet & Yarn, Boropean oo 
3.—Piocegoods—Burpent 
Sinden 


4— Di 


Drugs and Chemicals— 
ge and Lntortonting, other than 


»  %-—Non-intoxicaung 


are. and Pulse— 
— Wheat 
3 Rice in the busk 


~l not in the husk 
eeeeations 


6 oe 


Hides and Skins— 
1 antics of cattle 
2.—Skins of sheep, 


1—Raw ee 
2.—Gunny: 


oo 
” 


” 
” 
” 


—Gunny-bngs and-cloth 


- 


Metals— 
eee unwrought 


2—. ieee il 
|, Wroug! 
— Serpe ditto 
Gem lron ne 


6.—OUMErS one 
7.—Zinc & spelter 
1,—Korosine a 
2.—Onstor . 
3.—Cocoanut — a 
Others ve vee 
Oil-seeds— 
1,—Linseed 





d mustard 


2.—Kape an 
8.—Til or rot ar) 
4.—Pop’ oe ow 
5 nuts woe 
G—Onstor ve vee tee 
1 er en |) 
Paper and pasteboard on 
1—Gheo... ae 
2.—Dried frnits and nuts 
B.—Others ne one ww 
4.— Potatoes “oe 


oo 
oo 





~ 
od 





ow 
” 
” 


Railway plant & rolling-eteek carried 
peter Sorthe 


TA Lectmotfre rine & tenders & parts 
sopra ted pie 
a Rarrens oon ie 
ecco 
=. . 
- se a _ oe ~, 
eo NY BES 





a” 


s = 
S 


2B 
#38 


17,567 


97 
14,508 
3,396 
83,864 
2,450 
14418 
‘62 
17,980 
2,82,728 
1,383,763 
983,115 
1,42,472 
66,877 
116,071 


84,055 
11,520 
1,221 


2,060,051 
95,219 


83,481 
20,518 
5,804 


7,75) 
66, 


1,691 


1,64,004 


1,03,278 


1,765,216 
8,847 


6,116 
135 
2494 


$8,182 


” 


745,041 
4,707 


ie 
w 


a 
a 
3,541 


7,789 
6,048 


“ols 
3,728 


2, 


dh 


! 





13,882, 





2,09,04,861 | 43,17,688 | 1,82,90,252 





O. W. Crane, Assistant Auditor, 
Trarric Aupir Orricr, Goops Division, Jamareur, the 7th April 1898, 
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EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 


Abstract of principal Commodities carried over the Eastern Bengal State Railway during the month 
January 1898, as compared south the same month of the previous year. 9 
















Goal and Coke carried for the Public and 
’ Foreign allways. or 






















Ootton,raw .., eae 4 | 
pete a spnatestared — | 
wist ani oe, | aon 
Ditto," Indian Peg ar 
Dit Indian wy 
Drage and Chemica) 
stoalonting on no than opium... ' 
Non-intoxicating — 
ey Be Se, > 
Others, ae o a “6 ted 
Dyos and Tans— . me 
petigo ie . oe, awe 668 a 
Catch wt oe he a Soe 
meric Mm sr ee Saws» bed ss 
Aniline dyes a on ait, a anes ied 
rain — 
i pee eer - Zz 
in the hu wee nee nee 3,348 
Rice notinthehuk “ww 8,331 rit 
pomatent ne siabegh | Hee risa eed ctitat teeas "3 
ram ee ee ee : 
+e oder eg Wed aan Ny on 
Hides and skins = 
Hides of cattle— 
Dressed or tanned on! ' om 
ner ea FR Fic on ate 208 
ins of sheep, &o.— 0 
Dressed or tanned eee 
Ww fed iv Need | rapan * * eae 
Horns eee | heat peal ous ‘ wm 
Jute— 
Raw ee ee ee ee) 47,803 on 
Gonny-bagsandcloth.. 4... 936 “ 
Meck 
ee site sar cee eat da sve ~ 
»manufactured ., uy os u 
uors— 
as Beer -” -~ ae on oo “63 ul 
Spisite ey 4 oo 
‘ines ee ee ee) eo 1 
Motals— 
Copper, unwrought me ws vibes own 
a. es 09, abe ss 000 us = 
per, Wrought ” - o 
Bb do, rr) 234 . 
Seen) Seer cat hers 1,984 Ts 
MaRS ein. heat, senor oe | leks 123 " 
Oe enli 
Cantor Seley ie ba pa 
Cocoanut eee ony 1 
Others ... a 233 # 
Oilseeds— 
Rape and mustard oo 0 tte 618 
mw or jinjill oo ae oe 26 
_ elena sear iaee as 
SOROET se) case = ga a 
um oe v0 . ee, 
Spine and pasteboard ie % 
Provisions— 
Ghee A o s0na. nee eed | nel ~— 
Dried fruitsand nutes .. 4, s 
Others nase at (1 lb ‘ 








Railway it tock carried 
the Pa Public and ere ene, ~ 
Loeomoti' eugines, and tenders 













Sekt itil node va i ee ‘ 
i hee ren tee 1,087 419 ou 1,004 1,088 tn |? "das 
sh eR Ales ieee ngs 86 ~ 6h soe 
= BS a ea) a) S| | Te 
“pall S99 Ue pea > dons Pid ee ee a 21 él oe ree. 
on mre 19 78 9 19 137 thea 18 
Pie aaa ana su 14 a 1,800 1,008 si 
Meine or rgtalised, including sugar- 208, | 2 461 206 255 aes 
Dirt Shr onodarins proce” ec Se eee || 
"Fen os ag 0 so! Say x5, besa =o Lest hell cane i. Pa 
3 we Heae i as ied ve oe ies wear ae 
Soh Ss ti | ie) te] S| 
ons 
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H. Srvarr, 
Oarourra, the 14th April 1838, Examiner of Accounts. 





Weekly Reta of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways, 





EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic for weok ended 26th March 1898 on 1,705'09 miles open. 




















Coacurme Taavrrc, | MuRCHAND18" AND MINERAL TRAPVIO Rar. 
PE RIES bere) =r ‘Total RP SSC RT Reem et 
Numberof | Coaching Weight timated), earnings. 
passengers. | receipts, ake ory Receipts, Coaching, Merehan, | , 
7. pe ae] Mps. 8] Re 
* Son (a) 8 AP. Re, Aa.P | 
fio for the week =a 8,565,052 14 0 18,69,850 10 Wea | 
BoE tf tatteay ht ape 208 9 4 m1 ergs | 
For provious 11} weeks of hall- 8,630,445* | 89,10,877 18 0°) 4,83,87,026 90t 96,20,248 3 Of 3;43,411 © 0$/1,85,83,080 15 Littiney 4 
Lal deans ———S = > > —— + 
~ Totalfor 12) weeks .. 3,966,196 | 42,66,030 11 0 | 5,27,81,456 10 |1,08,17,388 14 0 | 2,600,462 © 0 /1,48,52,881 9 0 1,990,404) a 
_——$————— 
. OoMPARIGON. ‘ Mi 
correspo! sd week i 
of Seotone — 298,482 | 8,183,782 56 5 |  42,94,891 90) 6,493,096 8 7| 20,590 7 S| 11,77,980 5 15669 | 
Bie of alway correspond- 
* week of previous ? hos senees 1% 410 eoeeee 5 $11 691 10 Eas 
Total.» for correspon: 133 | 
wocks of previous yoar o 8,805,593) | 40,60,631 8 11 | 5,02,16,542 10 /1,04,54,301 3 7 | 2,66,498 10 4 /1,47,81,491 610) 1,193,943 | 1,870,515 
“(a) The increase is chiefly in outward traffic. 
; ee ‘—a 3 ‘tata On aceount of difference betwoen the approximate and audited figures for tho week » 
Added ae Fobruary 1898, es 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 2nd April 1898 on 1,705'09 miles open. 








Coacnine Trarrio, MMBCEASDASE AED MINERAL TRavric TRAIN-MIy 
ae ee ee ee Other earnings | pota) earni ae ee ee 
Number of Coaching Weight < tod aor Mercha: 
@ ere) | 
passengers, | receipts, pie od Receipts. Coaching. |r Gise. 





















s Rs, A, P. Mos. 8. Rs, a. P. Re, A, P. Re. A. P. 
traffic for the week we | (a) 820,147 |(a)8,84,193 0 0| 44,00,609 10 | 8,94,198 1 0] 24,232 0 0 | 13,02,563 1 0) 96,867 | 1,607,280 
pense ot it eavece 225 6 Se , ous 6 “4 36 T6B 1G 20} rere | asst 
year .. eee 3,964,308 | *42,85,000 11 0] +5,29,15,458 10 /1,08,16,400 14 0) $2,746,051 0. 0 /1,48,73,551 9 1,166,457 1,080,404 | 
Total for 15} weoks o 4,284,545 | 46,67,202 11 5,78,05,007 20 |1,12,10,628 15 0] 2,908,283 0 0 |1,61,76,114 10 0} 1,262,804 | 2,106,085} 

















. 


« Comrazrson, 
Total “for corresponding week 















































of previons year ... 288,736% | 3,59,208 127] 41,896,806 30 | 910,717 13 20,293 16 2 | 12,90,220 9 93,596 100,765 
Per mile of railway ‘correspond: 
ing wee of previous year... sees a1 0 Pere) 535 0 1 ul 9 75715 1 err eed 
To! for corres, ling 139 | 
weeks of previous year oe 4,004,330 | 44,190,840 5 6,44,08,348 0 /1,13,65,019 1 9,86,192 9 6 |1,60,71,652 0 1,217,539 | 2,031,080 | 
rs | 
. Se 
» © Ade wumber. of passengers 6860 and (9 a ney Aaah Seer an weeR  e 
+ Do,  maunds 1,534,002 and deducted » —, 898 Fon account ol a pieces between the approximate and audited figures for the week | 
t Do. + 4,589) February 1898, 
TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic for week ended 26th March 1898 on 22°23 miles open. 
MERCHANDISE AND MiInERAL MILB 
’ CoacHine TRAPFIC, TRayyio. eS Trapvic TRaIs-M! 
: a ees Net PAS ST ae ae earn’ Pa eee 
Number of | Coachi Weight (eimatea), | Tote , Merchso-| 
um! e 
passengers. Teontpen Pde ry Roceipte. Coaching. dise. 
& ‘ Re. a P. Mps. 8. Ra. A. P. Be, a. P. Rs. a. P. 
Total'traffic tor the week —.., 22,108 3,742 12 0 18,201 6 ! mt 
Or por mile of railway .. pews 288 5 4 pot ha moO $6 6). ees $3 Reid nes 
rn 11} weeks ‘of half- 284,201" | 72,207 11 6 1,091,308 10¢| 7,877 5 Ot, 101 0 Of 80,186 0 0 12,266 1,88 
lo ——— - —_—— a err 
Total for 12} weeks —.., 306,363 | 77,050 7 0| 2,00,68410| 8,645 11-0 110.0 0 | 86,706 2 0 13,848 ial 
ComPanison, 
i may eppeelee 20,800 4,908.15 7 10,986 10 1,008 " 
re’ us year f oO 
orm je of colt cuycoweanoud> 789 12 0 7120 5,792 7 7), 
week of previous year .., ow 22214 4 sonees 3 8 6 0567 258.19 | ssogee on 
sank for corresponding 12) = 18 
weeks of previous year... 200,645 | 74,805 9 0|  2,43,627 20| 8,700 18 0 7219 0| 83,070 8 0) 18,548 1g 








Faded No. of 1,817 sad Ee and 
Side. 033 sod ad ” mtn a of difference betweon the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 1% 
” 


Aided 


nym TTT TRY 


Ries ti aps p 








" * 
. TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 2nd April 1898 on 22°23 miles open. 
Ooacnime Travrio, | M#RCHANDISR axD MixunaL TRAVPIO TRAIN-MILRS RUN, 
= a 








Otherearnings Tota) 
(estimated) 


Tah te ReApgG aetna we | des “ earnings, 
Number of Merchan- 
passengers, | Scoctuné  |Weightoarried.| Receipts. | . . Conching, | Merobs | Total, © 

















Re, a. P. Mops. 8, Rs. a. PB. Ra. a. P. Ra, a, P, 
222 14 0 20,963 0 om 4 0 100 0| 715618 0 1,080 
oy “wn oveeei 417 6 o73 821138 7) ne fant = 
__7306,842 | 978,103 7 0} $2,19,875 10 | 48,704 11_ 0 tu 0 0} 86,070 2 0] 13,948 14,800 * 
$4,326 6 0 281,338 10] 9,086 9 0 121 0 0| 94,133.14 0 14,423 
| 
6,390 12 5 20,043 0 902 8 0 612 0 7,809 0 5 1,007 
28714 3 nets oo7 0 410 828.12 8] sssses tle %. 








80,705 6 6 2,64,470 20 9,008 5 0 m9 0 90,388 3 5 14,639 
1 % 


Rg 2 Ubon ac meeccat. of difference between the approximate an audited figures for the week ended ‘foen Pedi: 








ee 
~~ 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. ‘ 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 26th March 1898 on 162'24 miles open. 
OoacuiIne TRavric, crsgeesraagh “7 ge hc TravFic TRAIN-MILES RUN. 


Other earnings |poeq) earnings, 


(estimated), 
Saleen =| Coach we | Receipts, Coaching. Moxa Total. 















Mos. 8. Rs. a. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. a. P. 
itaffic for the week os 1,25,213 20 | 16,640 3 0 87 H ‘ 95,845 3 0 7,958 5,809 12,608 
tmile of railway v4. senses 122 91h "22015 0} * 


0 teers Paty owe 
12,04,873 32+ 1,84,782 11 0° 1,089 A ds 4,26,983 15 0 85,189 61,716 130,805 


Jo. 


rious 11) weeks of hall. 


—— | ——- — —— |. 


1,176 0 0| 462,834 2 0 92,542 97,025 1 








Total for 12) weeks 














se 43] 37860 610! a0 | ror | Oe 


0 610 256010} se ; 
175 4 ©| 307,026 3 3| 81,446 45,055 | 17,401 








“i 8,022 an # 1m on 4 sagen of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week endef 12th February © * 


. DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. ~ 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 2nd eet 1898 on 162°24 miles open. 


Coacnrna Trayrrc. MERCHANDISE AND aiiain! 


BIC, 
LS Ale SES SS ad dent {Other earnings 
Number of Coach Weight 
passengers, aero eel y 











sar Cetin *' 







TRaPvic TRAIN-MILB® RUN. 
Total = 

| (estimated). earnings. 
Receipts. 






































































Re. A. P. Re. A, P. Re. a. P, Rs, a. P. «., 
traffic for the week 20,130 21,922 15 0 1,07,027 30 16,763 0 0 2 0 37,728 10 0 7977 5,266 bow 
t mile of rail a prety a5 ; ; ; ™ 
mows 13h w “<t haife 135 2 0 727 o4 2B 8 9] aie oneden thees’ 
we hee 490,724 | °2,60,680 65 0 | 413,22,840 10 | 2,01,920 18 0 11,182 0 4,063,192 2 0 92,642 57,025 140, 

‘Total for 18} weeks... 450,354 | 2,892,608 4 0 14,290,868 0 | 217,003 8 0 1224 0 5,00,920 12 0 | 100,519 62,291 "162,810 
Companisoy, | | he 
lor } | we | 
WMIOUE Year... vee as | ~ 
ile ot ratte t 23,401 15 7 87,601 20 36,067 6 1 | 7,258 | 4,139 11,3% ; | 

oe 14513 4 seeens 22411 2) seases | wereee ° meee | 
1,094,400 010|° 12,41,008 10 | 1,48,254 14 0 | 820.10 6 | 9,435,388 9 6 ch a 
{dded number of passongers [ae 
tiieroa Mds, 7,247 and — : Tid ac a of difference between the approximate and andited figures for the wok ended a 
1vth February 1818, 





EASTERN BENGAL sTAgE RAILWAY. sey 
sity (Isciupine N, B., Dacoa, K.-D,, anv Assam-Bruaz Sxorions.) 
* - Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage yor the week ended 9th nits Sere 1898 on 818 miles open, 










































































Coacurxe Taarvic, | Mumowaxpisn ax Mixamas ‘PRavyio TaAiein, 3 
he : Herne ay So ‘Total earnings. 
rel of 
ade Rumber of | Coaching | Weightoarried,| Receipts. Conching, | Mereban 
fee Ra, AP, Mos, 6. Ra, a. P. Re. 4?) Be AP, 
| Boal trate for tho wook | 18,670 | 1.18110 @ 8] G.asagn 0 | 2.00470 @ G| G4 Bg) Rane Ce) 8880 | anny 
i Por previous 18 weeks of haii- ve 
ourt mss as aes |__94000,500 | 18,98,087 0 0] 1,99,99,611 0 21,44,026 0 0) 9,07,807 0 0) 97,61,170 0 0 | 462,880 | 90,79 
“Wotal for 1sweeks ~ 287070 510707 0 0| 1,207,071 0 29,04,000 0 oo “21507 00 0 0 | 89,80,700 0 0 483,080 iary 
> /»- Comparison. ya 
- Ae d 
\ ee perio 210,078 98,812 0 0 8,505,401 0 | 1,297,668 0 0 7,870 0 ©) 234,350 0 0 32,423 37,874 
mil or ot allway ‘correspond: 
sed week vious Year: 258 110 0 1,001 0 17 0 0 200 280 0.0] sm nos 
previous — amo | 9,804,088 | 10,07,842 © 0} 1,28,60,000 0 | 17,09,888 0 0} 2.16195 0 0 | 94,73,005 0 0 473,076 | aro, 
a * Bxoluding »' cacao 
a ani + Audited up to 12th February 1808, . 
~- 
ag DACOA STATE EAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 9th April 1898 on 86 miles open, 
* ——— 
Coacnine TRa¥ric, sans peuges es TRarPIo TRary-wray 
— | | Other earnings. he 
earnings. * 
Number hi 
motet | cease | oat | meen coc | Mash 
‘ Re. a. Pe. Mos, 8, Ra. a. P. Be ar] Re. ae] 
. traffic for the owe 880 | 
ae men | omg] aes] Meet) meget meee g] ame] 
‘ <ul 13 woeks of halt-you*) 908,008 | 1,92,784 0 0 556,646 0| 08,610 0 0] 1,923 0 0| 1,838,817 0 0 36,906 | io 
+. Total for 14 weeks... 975,978 | 1,82,054 0 0 581,736 0| 61,110 0 0} 2,153 0 0] 1,95,3817.0 80,598 | 93711 
> ComPanrson, 
wa at vere 28,506 7,387 65,741 0 183 0 0 
otra ae = auan pm 387 0 0 ‘ 4, M1 0 0] +11,811 0 o 29%) 1,29 
vious 
$ Tot to ernest date of cflinen: ln 7 eid so0 187 0 0 sssene one 
Provious year uy tee ans 812,190 94,253 0 0 519,722 0 | 41,804 0 0 2,781 0 o| 1,388,838 0 0 96,353 17,878 
* Audited up to 12th February 1998, 
he ” 
i + : BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
hs Approzimaic Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 2nd April 1898 on 125 miles open. 
uf CoacnIne Trarvic, SCRA Aan MINERAL mnayrro Taarssitt! 
a - her earnings. | Total earnings. 
° ber of | Conc wi erchan- 
paseangens, pore g plan Coaching. ar 





Rs. a. P, 


18,581 0 0 
108 0 0 


Mops. 6. 
68, 0 
‘o7 8 


Re A. P. 
1 00 5, 3,187 
1 Ha ed Be 











Py for oh the devise ” 































Previous 12 wooks ot hal Py 
1,170,879 0 0| 779,863 0 258,400 0 0} 50,741 | _ 29,008 | 
Sr 7 Sie 1,84,451 0 0 $45,218 0 £3,005 
ine eo os ; ; 970,280 0 0} 60,748 | __ 5008 | 
ey Compantson, 
for corresponding weck 
Por mile of railway: coreapos = ay 4 ened a 
he of previous year .., 128 00 a0en rapes 
al to corresponding date of ‘a 
PREVIOUS YORE a aw 2,806,547 0 0| 52,958 | 95270 
age 


AW * Audited up to Sth February 1898, 





ye ie 


ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended ak April. 1898 on 286 miles open. 


87,294 0 0 
180-40 


5,742 0 0| 2,99,972 0 0 


7,161 0 0 8% 0 0} 16,804 0 0 
1°89 “10 47°06 | 
20,05,482 0 | 1,106,978 0 0} 6705 0 0 | 2,65,982 0 o| 


dey sys 


_ Approximate Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 


8,880 
1907 


B80 
1110 
58,209 





Py s 
oF Seo ay 


ie 
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VIOTORIA ZENANA HOSPITAL, 





No. 2469Medl., dated Calcutta, the 23rd April 1898, 
From—H. ow Ristex, Esa, oz, Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Municipal 


To—The Commissioner of the Presidency Division. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 27G.—Medl., 
dated the 9th March 1898, in which you report that Babu Ashutosh Nath Roy, 
of Cossimbazar, has forwarded to you a cheque on the Bank of for the 
sum of one lakh of rupees as a contribution towards the Building Fund of the 
tew Victoria Zenana Hospital in Calcutta, and recommend that the gift may 
be suitabl acknowledged. ‘ 

2. i , Lam to request that you will be so good as to convey to Babu 
Ashutosh Nath Ko an expression of the Lieutenant-Governor’s thanks for his 
munificent gift anf: for the eee and public spirit displayed by him. 

8. The letter will be published in the Calcutta Gacette, 





RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HEALTH OFFIOgR 
OF THE PORT OF CALCUTTA FOR THE YEAR 1897. 


No. 885Marine. 


Government of Bengal. 


MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


Dated Caloutta, the 16th April 1898, 


RESOLUTION. 


Reap— 
Letter from the Sanitary Commissioner, Eangal No. 1006, dated the 24th Fo}, 
ruary 1898, submitting the Report of the Health Officer of the Port of Caloutt, 
for the year 1897, 


The duties of the Health Officer of the Port of Calcutta were performed 
Establishment. by Dr. Forsyth. His work was done in the 
steam-launch Relief, Surgeon-Captains J. Gould, 
B. C. Oldham, F. O’Kinealy, and Dr. C. Banks were appointed Additional 
Health Officers of the Port. A steam-cutter was placed at- the disposal of the 
Health Officer for the use of these officers. The Sanitary Inspector carried out 
his duties in a bholio. ° ' 
2. The total number of inward and outward bound vessels inspected 
. ide be Vdewets? during the year was 2,091, against 1,566 in the 
Pope ear eas previous year and 1,592 in 1895. The total number 
of vessels which arrived in port was 1,182, of which 958 were inspected. There 
were 1,186 departures, of which 1,133 were inspected. All vessels arriving from 
the ports of Bombay, Goa, Jeddah and Karachee and flying the quarantine 
flag, as well as those arriving from foreign ports, were inspected on arrival, 
Indian coasting steamers were inspected only four times during the year, 
3. The Health Officer mraters six re that pare 0 their forecastles 
wsiy improved. In his re ‘or the previous year, he 
Vegematonsat coe ert: licagiit to the ant gp this Rensicit eae 
defects in connection with the new types of vessels which have recently been 
introduced by the British India Steam Navigation se ome and the Clan Life. 
The defects having been brought to the notice of the British India Stean/ 
Navigation Company, they undertook to secure improved ventilation of cabins 
and to provide an awning for the protection of officers, and the Health Ofticer, 
in September last, stated that he would refer to the subject again in his Annual 
sess for 1897. In the report under consideration, however, no further 
information is given on the point. The attention of the Health Officer will be 
drawn to the matter, and he will be asked to state whether the necessary 
improvements have been carried out. : 
4. The number of European seamen who arrived in the port during the 
: year was returned at 19,608, against 17,053 in the 
Sickness and mortality among Drevious year, The daily average number in port 
European seamen, P 4 ¥ ge 
em was 1,202, against 1,124 in 1896. The total nun- 
ber of admissions into hospital amounted to 995; the death-rate per mille was 
21:63 against 28°46 in the year previous, and the quinquennial mean of 17°21. 
Including the deaths out of hospital, the death-rate per mille was 33°27 during 
the year, against 40°92, 31-44 and 2633 in the three preceding years. Of the 
admissions into hospital, 13 were due to cholera, 11 of which ended fatally. 
‘there were 52 admissions from bowel-complaints, and one from small-pox, but 
none of these ended fatally: There were three admissions from sunstroke, 
with one death. There were seven cases of drowning during the year. 





1897 











Phe” ng table ‘number of admissions into“hospital from 
venereal diseases during the year 1897 and the previous ten years :— 


Admission rate 
Admissions, per 1,000, 


198°8 


5. There were altogether 208 deaths, 68 in and 140 out of hospital among 
the Native floatin population, against 219 deaths 
in 1896 and 123 in 1895, the death-rate per mille 


Sickness and mortality among 
the Native floating population. 


small-pox, 47 deaths from 
6. The 8.8, Sultan 


Pilgrim traffic. 


with 1,021 pilgrims, touch 
Diamond Harbour on the 29th June wit 


made. 


fever and 13 from bowel-complaints, 
sailed from Calcutta for Jeddah on the 2st 


January 1897, with 60 pilgrims on board. The 


S.S. Pekin left Jeddah on the 
ed at ey on the 10th June, and arrived at 
443 pilgrims, No complaints were 


7% TheS.S. Africa arrived from pengeon on the 15 


Infectious diseases, 


vessel disinfected ; unprotected 


vaccinated, 
8. One hundred and 


Plague. 


¢. Aorpses and carcasses floating in 
‘the river, 


2,718, against 2,707 in 1896, 2,216 in 1895 


Water-supply. 
1l. The stores for 
Food. 


for yi Seg It was found 
n & complaint made 
son 


48 not being up to sample. 
Four of the crew of the shi 

the food being unfit for con 

the supply was found suffici 
At the 


uest of the 


With one case o: 
was removed to the Campbell Hospital, and the 
members of the crew and passengers were also 


small-pox on 


ninety-four vessels arrived during 


plague-infeoted ports of Bom 


arachee, 


and 72 in 


28th May 1897, 


th Januar 1897, 
board. ‘Ihe case 


the year from the 


bay, Goa, Jeddah and 


flying the quarantine flag at the fore, 

@ suspicious case on board, 

orpses and carcasses found floating 
an increase. The number of 


rpses 
against 165 in 1896, 183 in 1895, 79 in 1894 


1898. The number 


in the river shows 
co was 167, 


of carcasses was 


ter was supplied to the shipping throughout the 


year, and no complaints regarding the quality of 
the supply were made. 


the Native crew of the §.S, 
examined, and 50 bags 
said ah gece Three members of t 
cor splained of the salt-bee: supplied to 
it was found to be of excellent quality. 
The master of the ship North Siar 


damaged b 
by the Bers 


master and 


bags of the his biscuits wore examin. 


Pp Levernbank com 
sumption and short in quantity, 
ent and the quality 


them as being bad, 
submitted flour from 


water and unfit for use, 


Clan Linpsay were 
of rice were condemned. 
© crew of the ship Kentmere 


n examination, 


the ship’s stores 


and a lasear of the $.8, Clan Macphey - 
the rice issued to them, 40 bags (about 80 maunds) were rejected 


t of the ship Coun 
and condemned, 


plained to the Magistrate of 


On examination, 
ty of Dumfries, 18 





Conerrane. John, ae ok Ome = premises were 
satisfactory state. The.channel at M ick Sager om erg ee its 


however, were not in @ satisfactory condition. matter will be ecg to 
the notice of the Port Commissioners, Calcutta. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


A. D. McARTHUR, (ol, B.E., 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 


For the week ending the 25th April 1898. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°63, Kalna +79, Katwa °84, Raniganj ‘20. Weather 
hot. More rain wanted for ploughing. Fields being manured. Aus paddy being sown in 
the Kalna subdivision. Fodder and water sufficient. Oattle-pox reported from a few 
villages. Oommon rice selling as follows :— 


8rs. 
Kalna ... Gat jam Te 
Katwa ... BA its a TM Oe ie Seg 
Raniganj sen eee eee “4 Le 


ho 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 12, Rampur Hit 1:14. Weather very hot.. Rain 
much facilitated ploughing in the subdivision. Manuring still going on. Prices stationary, 
Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura ‘10, Vishnupur 2°06. Weather occasionally cloudy 
and very hot. Transplantation of sugarcane has commenced. Fodder and water sufficient. 
No cattle-disease. Price of common rice 15 seers per rupee at Sadar and Vishnupur. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-05, Contai 1°62, Tamluk 1:65, Prospects of boro 
paddy, indigo and ¢il good. Prices of common rice:— 


8rs. 
Sadar oe oo oo 12 . 
Contai aS ie ese Sad 15 per rupee. 
Tamluk 4 eee eve tee 114 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘50, Serampore °64, Jahanabad 1:18, More rain wanted 
for tillage. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-diseaso reported from some places. 
Common rice sells from 11 to 14 seers per rupee. 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘75, Ulubaria 1:33. Weather hot with strong south- 
easterly wind. es boro at Uluberia continues. The recent rain has facilitated 
ploughing of lands. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 11 to 13 seors per 
rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar *15, Barasat 1°01, Basirhat -41, Diamond Harbour 1°22: } 
Weather hot. No crops on the ground. Some useful rain has fallen, but more rain is wanted 
for tillage of lands. A few cases of cattle-disease reported from thana Mathurapur. Fodder 
and water sufficient in all places except Barasat, where want of water is beginning to be felt. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar yen om, -~- 10to 13 
Barasat ove oes nol 104 
Basirhat aan ee vis 19 oe TAR: 
Diamond Harbour ad ose pie 12 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar. -63, Knshtia 1:92, Meherpur 2'41, Chuadanga 1°28, 
Ranaghat 1:09. Tho rain has facilitated ploughing and sowing of aus and jute, and has 
improved the condition of indigo and sugarcane. © Common rice selling at 10 to 14 sors 
per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-diseaso in thana Ohakdah. 


_ Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 214, Kandi 2'35, Jangipur ‘88. Weather hot. The 
rain has done good to the cultivation of the tiadoi crops. Plantation of sugarcane going 02- 
State of indigo and mulberry hopeful. ‘No oattle-disease reported. Fodder sufficient, More 
rain wanted ior the cultivation of crops, Common rice sells as follows:— 


Srs. 
Sone 4 ree sig rae be) 
and ibe ooh Aa pte Es | Tupee. 
Jangipur Sa nes 13} se 


oo — 








" Jessore,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Magura nil, Jhenida ‘38, Narail *61, Bangaon “07. 
Weather hot, cloudy and ine. Giclee going on. More rain badly wanted? No 
cattle-disease report Fodder reported to be insufficient, and water somewhat scarce in 
places in the Jhenida subdivision. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar ove ove aes <0 12 
pes eee at uaa gy, a 
Aagura ... one Pr wee 3 rupee. 
Narail or oe von oe 114 ies 
Bangaon ... Sap aon +. 12t0 13 


Khulna.— Rainfall at Sadar °43, Bagerhat +26, Satkhira -47. Weather hot and windy. 

Boro being harvested. Cultivation of aus commenced. Water and fodder available, 

se rice sells as follows :— 
& : 


Srs, 
Sadar one oe eee » 11 to 13 . 
Satkhira =, oee ove eee 113 ru 
Bagerhat soo on one ve 123 pa 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘60, Nator 1-80, Naugaon ‘84. Weather hot. More 
rain wanted. Prospeots of crops good. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water available. 
Price of common rice ranges from ‘11 to 14 seers per rupee, ‘ 


| Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 1-62. Weather seasonable. Sowing of bhadoi paddy and 
| jute going on. Oondition of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. Rice selling at 


14 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaigurii—Rainfall at Sadar ‘39, Alipur Duars ‘63. Days hot, nights pleasant. 
Sowing of bhadoi and jute going on. Harvesting of tobacco finished. No want of fodder 
and drinking-water. mmon rice sells from 11 to 16 seers per rupee. 


ag —Rainfall at Darjesling 2:08, Kurseong 3°42, Siliguri 87. Weather 
seasonable, 2Hil/s—Indian-corn and potatoes progressing well. Zvrat—Bhadoi and jute 
being sown, and sugarcane being planted, Ooarse rice as follows :— 

Hills—10 to 12 seers per rupee. 

Terai—1¥ to 15 ,, ap ar 


Bhuita sells from 17 to 30 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:27, Gaibanda -73, Kurigram 1°84, Nilphamari 47. 
Ploughing for jute and sowing of aus continue. Weeding of aus going on. Prospects 
Common rico selling at 12 to 15 seers per rupee, Fodder and water sufficient. ood 
| drinking-water reported scarce in places in Gaibanda. ; 
+5 


Bogra.—Avorage rainfall *81. Sowing of aus and jute commenced. Fodder and ter 
\pmple, Common rice selling from 114 to Li} seers per tapes, 4 se 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 32, Sirajganj 157. Weather hot and windy. Crop 
prospects good. China is being harvested. Common rice 10 to 12 seers per rupee. 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar -77, Manikganj 1-77, Narainganj 85. Weather hot. 
Sowing of aus and jute commenced. Harvesting of toro proceeding. Fodder available. 
No cattle-disease, ant of good drinking-water in the interior. Common rice 11 to 13 
seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:00, Jamalpur “60, Tangail $-16, Kishorganj -48. 
Weather cloudy and oppressive. dus and bara, 3 sown, a dy bang 2 repels 
Rain is badly wanted. A shower in Tangail did a lot of good. Fodder and water-supply 
sufficient. No cattle-diseaso, Rice selling at an average of 11 seers per rupee. 


Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°32, Goalundo 1:20, Modaripur ‘32, Weather hot, 
Strong wind blowing from south-east. Aus dy being sown. Prospects favourable. 
Common rice sells at 10} to 12 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Back .—Rainfall at Sadar 108, Weather warm. Rain has done good to crops. 
More rain wanted. Common rico sells from 9 to 14 seers por rupee. 


Tippera,—No rain. Weather bs hot. Sowing retarded for want of rain. Scarcity 
ae reported from some places. Fodder sufficient. Rive sells from 11 to 13. seers per 
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_ Noakhali.—Rainfall nil. Ploughing continues. Rain much, wanted. No 
a Condition. of fodder and water getting, poor. Price of rice 10 16 Gas oe 
Chitta; —Rainfall nil; Weather seasonable. Radi hi ing’ still 
Outturn, below the average. Rain wanted. Drinking-water omnagray- comedic Sr 

Rice selling at 11 seers per rupee. 

Patna.—No rain. Rabi harvest almost finished. Sugarcane and china doi 
Prices almost stationary. In Patna common rice (new) sells at 154 seers sea Song 
Fodder and water for cattle sufficient, ; 

Gaya.—No rain. Sugarcane and china continue good: Mahua flowers being gath 
Fodder and water sufficient. Rico sells at 14 seers, barley 20 seers, gram 19 ee, “0 
19 seers, and; wheat 13} seers per ruped. 

Shahabad.—No rain. Weather hot. Threshing of rabi continues, 8 
is being irrigated. Cattle-disease reported from some places in Sasaram. Fodder and eae \ 
sufficient. Prices stationary. 

Saran.—No rain, Weather seasonable. China and indigo doing well. Fields being 

ared for bhadoi crops. Fodder and water sufficient. Average prices are—common rice 
2-14 seors and makai 21°12 seers, against 9°2 seers and 10°5 seers respectively last year. 

Cham —No rain, Rabi harvest finished. Bhadot sowing just’ commenced. Pre. 
congue: of land for bhadoi and aghani in progress: Common rice and maize sell et 12} and 
14 seers por rupee respectively, against average 15 and 204 seers. 

Mussfarpur— aint! at Sadar nil, Threshing of radi’ crops’ still. in’ 
Prospects good. Prices are—common rice 10 to 13 seers, wheat 14 seers, barley BS seers, 
makai 19 seers, gram 16 to 17 seers, and rahar 18 to 20 seers per rupee. 

—Reainfall at Sadar *12, Samastipur -13, Madhubani*03. Weather hot, 


Darb 
Preparation of land for bhadoi gon on. Barly paddy and mung looking well. Moro rain 
wanted for sowing of bhadoi. Fodder and water available, Oommon rice sells at 11 seers 


per rupee at Sadar. 

Monghyr.—Rainfall at Sadar -08, Jamui “27, Bogusarai nil. Weather hot, Sugarea 
bein ETT No other standing crops. Cattle-diseaso reported from Sesitest sab- 
division. Rice sells as follows:— 


11. to 18 seers \per rupee. 


Monghyr ie ove ve 
Begusarai eas ose « - AD to By, 4 
Jamui oo oe oad oy ” 


Purnea,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kishanganj °32, Araria -09. The recent rain was 
of much use for agricultural operations. Lands are being ploughed for bhadot crops. jew 
cases of oattle-pox reported from Axaria subdivision. Fodder and water sufficient, Oomt“ion 
rice sells at 15 seers per rupee at Sadar, Kishanganj, and Araria. 

Bhagalpur—Reintil at Banka -47, Madhipura 1:22, Supaul ‘67 in preceding week, 
Weather hot. The rainfall has benefited the standing pcan ag Rabi harvesting practi- 
cally over. Lands being prepared for biadoi sowings. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 


Malda.—No rain. Weather hot. ing. of rabi crops not yot finished. Rain still 
wanted for cultivation of bhadoi crops and jute. n (rice selling at 134 seers per rupee 
Fodder sufficient. 


Sonthal Parganas.—Rain in all subdivisions except Godda. District average rain- 
fall: ‘82, The rain has done good to mango. and sugarcane. and to stock of fodder. 
Mahua harvest practically over; good outturn. Price of. rice 13} to 14 seers, and of mai 
16 to 22 seers per rupeo. Cattle-disease in Pakour: only. : 

Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:80, Jajpur “64, Kendray 2:36, Banki 1°76. 
Weather cloudy and hot. Dalua ripening and being harvested in New sugarcane 10 

rogress. Tobacco being gathered. Condition of cattle generally;good, Fodder sufficient. 
ommon rice selling as follows = 


Srs. ch. 
Oniteck om oe om oo eT) 
ajpur ase oo oon oe : 
‘Kondrapara .. ae aie en rea 
Bauki vs om a Sec See 
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Balasore. Rainfall at Sadar nil, Dalua being harvested. Cotton flowering. 
Sugarcane growing well. Ploughing commenced. Price of rice varies from 14 to 19 seers 

rupee in the interior. Rice sells at 18 and 16 seers per rupeo at Balasore and 
Bhadrak ‘reepectively. ‘Fodder and water sufficient. 


Angul.—Rainfall at Sadar *60. Ploughing of dy lands commenced. Coarse rice 
selling at 20 seers per rupee at Angul and Py be at Tefen 


Puri.—Rainfall at Puri ‘82, Khurda 1°56, Dalua paddy being reaped. Mung being 
harvested. State of sugarcane, cotton, and other miscellaneous crops generally good. 
Cultivation going on for next sarad crop. Oattle-disease not reported. Fodder and water 

0 


sufficient. mmon rice sells as follows :— 
A Srs. ch. 
Pari ~ Si ace Se ooo ad, AD 
per rupee. 
ad Tnterior of district slog nab ee to 
419 11 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘1. Conditions favourable. Rico sells at 11 {> 13 
seers per Tupee. 


Lohardaga.—Mahua gathering continues. Rice sells at Ranchi 12 seers, and in the 
interior from 12 to 16 seers per rupee. Cattle-disease continues. Fodder and water sufficient, 
Grain in stock sufficient. 


Palamau.—Slight rain in east and west of district accompanied by hail. Weather very 
hot, Rabi harvest over; outturn 12 annas. Mahua still falli » but in small quantities. 
Rice selling at 12 to 18 seers per rupee. Slight cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar +50, Gobindpur ‘03. Weather seasonable. Prospects 
of crops on the ground good. attle-disease reported from thana Purulia. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 15 seers and at Gobindpur 
18} seers per rupee. Supply sudticiont, 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall +52. Rice plentiful, and the price is from 12 to 16 seers per 
rupee. 


General Summary.—There was rain over a considerable;part of the Province durin 
the week. Ploughing and early sowings are in progress, but more rain is required 
in parts, The young crops of sugarcane, indigo and china millet aro doing well. 
The spring rice is being harvested, and the gathering of the mahua flowers in 
the Chota Nagpur and Bhagalpur Divisions is almost over. There was a slight 
rise in the price of rice in a few distriots, but on the whole the prices remained ractically 
| saber ag in the previous week. attle-diseaso is reported hn places in Burdwan, 
~deoghly, the 24-Parganas, Nadia, Shahabad, Mo hyr, Purnea, the Sonthal Parganas, 
Lohardaga, Palamau and Manbhum. Fodder-supp M is generally sufficient. Scarcity of 
drinking-water is reported from places in Central and Hastern Bengal. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Revenve Department, M. FINUCANE, 
the 26th April 1898. Secretary to the Govi. of Bengal, 
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Imports 1nto Oatcurra. 


The fllocng Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Staples of Trafic’ 
into Calcutta during the month of December 1897. 


Foop-@Rarns. /Prsnovs Propvcrs, O1rsEps, 


=e oar ae cela] 
eee “ 





















PO ae Cela a 
TO THE CALOUITA GAZETTE, APRIL 27, 1808. soo 
—— “PSP a Se Fide TEE ee 1 : | 
y — 
IV. 


Exrorts rrom Catcurta. 


ong Statement shows the Values and Quantities of the Principal Staples of Traffic exnorted Inland from Calcutta 
by Rail, Road, River (Oountry-boat and Steamer), and Canal during the month of December 1897 :— 
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The Sea-borne Trade of Caloutta in these Staples during the month of December 1897 was as follows :— 
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* As per tariff declaration value. 
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owing Statement shows the. several Routes pollowed by the Trade in the Principat Staples of Traffic exported from 
Caleutta during the month of December 1897 :— 
De a EE A oR 














“0% oP RourEs— Ra. Re. Mads. Mads, Mas. Mds. N 
dhe-we HE ETE Na Peel nae ale et 1,865,400 $200 908 st] Fe Se 1,53,961 17,117 o, 
ee PEF 2a Ae a 18,49,920 100 4,050 38 1,924,185 64,498 85,260 
{EM Indias Railway: Abe BFR 68,29,805 30,008 5,086 12,428 | -s,00;565 | 2,00,015 2,870,135 
Lutern Hengal State allway 29,13 010 3) as 0,406 mam | Lan 1.388 

ra eee eae ent are so1038 so 2,828 7,530 125931 15,114 30,203,180 

7 coon 1. ssaes | 7,58,018 | "574,62 733,458 
Sned Tatalof Bxportain December sx. BA Biren 1387 st] pre] wastes guts | inaasr 
.TicaL DepartTMEnt, . D. J. Macrmerson, 

De 2g April 1898, x . Offg. Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
17th to 23rd April 1898, 
































et ‘TEMPERATURE, HyonomerTry, Winn, 
i (dy 
A | | Warm, 
a : a l niger pen: 
4 : 
$ FE . 
$4 E Hin | | 
1898, a Inches, | “ 
April] 17th [148-5] 10-4 | 20-745 | 798 E, SSW, and ; 
variable. at erty 
night pr 
» | 18th | 1487) 86 ‘771 | 818) 923) 189 | 784) 76-7) 854] 74°5 | 80 | SW, 8, and varial {Partially o 
7 Ay “ 
i ne, v 
» | 19th | 1468) 103 821 | 808 | 89-4 | 192] 702) 749) +792 "2 | 76 | Variabl 
72:2 lo ‘Partially dont, 
w | th |1558) 48 "828 | 844) 926 | 174 | 75:2 | 782) *881) 75-4 | 76 | HE and variable Chiefly lod 
a, 
ow | 2st | 1506 107 ‘740 | 846) 956 | 194 | 762) 76°7| +818] 78-0] 70) SSW and sw... 
cloudy, tight 
»y» | 22nkt p48 | 108 694 | 84°8) 94-7 | 200) 74:7 | 781) 876] 75-2) 75) 8 by W and SSW Chitty clou, 5 
mm 28rd | 1515) 109} +750! 855] 931 | 15°6 | 7:5 | 77-8| -850] 74:3 | 69 | SSW ands Morning part 
cloudy, rad 
night clear, 
Inches. 1 
The mean pressure of the seven days... oop ay aoe 29-764 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor 
General’s Office See mr coe one we 29°748 
Bi 
The total number of hours of bright suoshine ‘ie oes see 66°5 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine one oe 89-1 
The mean temperature of the seven days ove on see 83:1 
The average temperature of the correspunding period. for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office Sus ooo nts aoe eee 846 
The extreme variation of temperature... ain nin = 26°2 
The maximum temperature ... abe egy: eo a X 95°6 
we Miles, 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour oe oe ~ % }s s 
The mean relative humidity ... eee a ooo ane” V# 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office oo woe soo ove 70 
The total fall of rain from 17th to 28rd April 1898... es 


The — fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
oe vee vent aan igs a 0°55 
The total fall from Ist January to 23rd April 1898 aie ove 140 
The onage fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s | 
flice ase ase bbe og ove 4:03 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Thermograph, 
and from observations mado ot Gh 10h. 16h and 22h, a 
maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registerin g thermometers. A 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected ae standard constructed and verified at the 
vm ormeean They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
ove the groun 
The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No. % 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office, . te . ‘a : 
The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, TV, and V of the official tables computed it 
the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
‘The directions aud the movement of the wind are taken from the truce of a Beckley’s anemograph. 
The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


0, overcast ; g, gloomy; d drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; 
t, thunder; <, lightning : , strong wind ; ‘a dew. : 


Merzonovoeroat, Orricz, Govr. or Inpia, a HL GriLasD, 
Oaloutta, the 25th April 1898, For Metevrological Reporter to the Govt. of)" 
Best . he 9 % f YG , he 
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a) BE: pony st Ce aa cat at.4 duh Aan 

Tho mean 10 sat, relative humidity of the seven days eee eae 
- The total fall of rain from 17th to 28rd April A698} OAL 563 002 Wee Ni + eit 
‘ho daily moun temperatures are he rae mean of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
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JN DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 
Abstract statement ; 
ree op se tao 















Sat Western Circle. 
Tago Wate 





‘nui aie ; 

‘Patna Canal System 2,125 10 9 | 18,882 11 

Arrah ditto ~ 4,611 14 9 silt 4 0 

‘Buxear ditto 689 2 8 8.466 6 6 
Total Sone Circle xy 


Granp ToraL «.. 












No, | Mds. Be. A. Pe No, | Mds. Rs. a. v.| No, |Mds.| Rs. a. P| No. | Mds. | Bs. 4? 
High Level ...| 4,788 | 460 | 4,201 11 8 | 54,788 | 5,878 42,149 10 1 | 8,640] 724 | 2,906 4 8 | 96,002 6,196 |31,970 8 * 
Oris | rae | 400 | 420111 8 | 64,708 | 6,978 | 42,149 10 1] 3,640] 724 






Assessed Tollage Receipts. 
Earninos, 1897-98. 







Rs. a r.| Be & ® 

17,165 110 1,765,631 6 ‘ 

9.408 9 6 [1,388,243 14 ° 
81,179 : 6 









weing Tollage on Canals in Bengal classed as Minor Works anit Navigation 
uth of February 1998, as compared with that of the corresponding month of — 


. | 89,454 6 6 18,03,340 1 6| 87,856 12 8 
| 7668 8 8 | 68,652 3 0} 741710 8| 74414 8 9 


2 4 6| 45,274 6 6 /3,81,501 0 8 





Cth Qasoumeyses < teres see 7, T. H. Crowss, 


a 


re | oe 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 23rd April 1898, 
re a8 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 





RASTERN: BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. ya NET 
(Lycxupine N. B., Dioos,K-D. anp Assamt- Biman Ssortoms.) 





Coacntne TRayric, ron axp Mingrar 


Number of 
Passengers. 


181,420 


I woeks es sci 


. we Pilla det rial sets xay le a! 00 ; ane 0} 
iy er lsweeks 080,073 wax 00 00 Tez 08 0 9374) 


Raye ba 101008 0 0) 1,088 0 0| 309m © 0} — ssave 
13 0 0 14 0 0 800 239 0 0 Aedes 
16,88,062 0 0| 1,80/70,528 0 18,10,015 0 0} 2,283,038 0 0 /86,78,265 0 9} 506,808 





* Pxeluding steamer earnings, 
t Audited up to 2th February 1898, 


DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Heturn ov a and iis Sor the week ended 16th April 1898 on 86 miles open. 





Coacuine TRavrrc, MBROHANDIGR — MINBRAL 


© Weight 
carried, 


Ra. A. BP. 
24,550 0 2,500 0 0 
“oo 


$2,613 0 202 0 0 
, wo 0 
692,835 0 44,706 0 0 2,874 0 0 1,47,008 0 0 


* Audited up to 20th Feb: uary 1898, 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Approzimace Return of Traffic and Mileage for the sich nded 90 April 168 on 188 ite ope 














CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED, ‘4 
& Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 16th April 1898 on 125 mites open. : 


QoacuIne Travrro, | Maxcuanpisx ros neaainaae 


TRAPVIC TRAIN-MILES RUB, 


‘Other earnings, saan: ; 
Coaching. “a Tota 


Re. a.r, 
00} 1900] 1599 

ha 108 cal | eae 

02,735 0 0} 35,837 0 0] 290,901 0 0] 66,802 33,006 | 99,998 
wea 0 0} 38,407 0 0) 3.1918 0 0| 12,070 | as0u | Lonimo” 

TY 85,045 | 07 180 























y 


00 63,988 0) 393 00] - 327 0 0| 15370 0 0 4,543 2973 | "7,416 


00 512 0 a 00 800 13:0 0 stone sates soe 
oo 10,93,687 0 | 64,050 0 0 6,524 0 0} 268,535 0 0 61,806 41,263 | 1,02,699° 


* Audited up to 19th February 1898, 
BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 


(Incropss Trmuvr Stare Rartwar.) 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 9th April 1898 on 854 miles open. 





—== 
TRAYVIC TRAIB-mILES RUN, 





Coacurme TRapyic, Maxonanvisz ae Mirae 














‘Other 




























$$ | (erated). ctalearnings, —_— 
metre Receipts. Daten | Receipts. | steam-boat, Coaching. | =| Total. 
Rs, Mps, By. Rs. Rs, 
is be 195, (@)52,200 5,40,420 (6)79,030 20,580 (6)1,02,410 19,294 | (027,151 40,445 
vol ralliay “+ pail ire? Ors "est°BL re 2410 “Viba7 ha ig jas 
ee ek tena | eigen mie 800,761 17,70,088 | 243013 | sig.ser | seozay 
for 16} weeks ...| 1,885,003 | _6,07,08 73,28,028 9,70,301 207,607 | 945,072 | 618,170 
Comrakison, 4 
aa meso open| 134,001 58,058 5,74,107 15,001 | (¢)25,406 | a1,so7 
nilway Corres poud- , 
wlan 163°69 7109 vats peaget’ a xih. > ‘pacha sm oee i 
am ee | pene |” ogee | apshe 21340. | 313,088 | ayaag | 
ha i . 
(ir — yeh prayed y denture largor quantities of food-grains having been carried over short leads last year. 
Ge it a ere : 
(” %> 1,908 miles of ballast trains run on open ine, 


ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 9th April 1898 on 286 mites open. 
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“ Corresponding ~ 
Increase - on ~”~ 
mile for the week ending 1898 a ae 
Bie toe the ocuneepunaiing peciod - om oe 
Tnerease ‘ on os oe 
Beeeipts January to 16th April 1698 we ~ we 
Certs ercon period of 1801 -~ nt - ” ” on 
Deorease ~ “ “ 
Bias 
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DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY OOMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approximate for the week ending 16th April 1898 
eipericd of 1897 es el 


ae 
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Ey 
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‘There were 59 meetin in 1805.96, The aeypainet 
Pine aoarete rees cans, Bina 
ae aa satay Sp neti i autaba 8 anecags 
nea ssa Seely Ps eth i 

fe Vide ‘will becanea hat 4 the attendance of ¢ was much b 
_ 1895-96 than for 1896-97. The difference is 
one of the most active vtible elliot Members of the 
= and there was a perceptible off in the 
‘te eck in lara needae 
Ce ce) on’ble Mem : aC Commerce, 
must de te ue tone Bond ob th style | of ps esti ane ae 
ion ‘the ach Hon’b! ember in 
Se Bill. tein ‘is best e3 by imitation. The ‘Hon'ble Member 
Chamber ir however, | imitate bee pier attitude 
of the ke thee ne Member in charge of the Bill. have to 
say, is objectionable both in matter as well as in siinien, te Man of rot the nt 
ments which he pet forward as facts are not facts, and the toyed 
i aialenl bc a hon’ n rag: sr i 






















NOAA EMRE CE tt Tana a 


stances 

“Then ae again, La a, friend ‘referred to the: reduction at Rs. 30,000 in 
the Health Ofticer’s — ws Tf he knew all the facts in connection with this 
yeduction, [ am sure instead of blame he would haye bestowed praise upon 
the Commissioners. The facts are these:—The year was a year of unusual 
cial depression, . Seg Lee, the Chairman, of his own motion and without 
pressure from the Commissioners, asked the. Heads of Departments to 
Shin their budgets. ‘The Assistant Health Officer, who was them officiating 
for the Health Officer, cut down his budget by Rs. 46,000. In the meantime 
Dr. Simpson returned tohis duties. He thought the reduction had been carried 
too far, and cut it down to Rs, 46,000. Now mark what the Commissioners 
did when the matter came up before them for consideration, They raised the 
Health Department and would not consent to reduce it to — 

Rs. 3€,000. Now let me ask weteng Doren friend whether after this ex- 
tion he does not think that the Commissioners were woithy of praise 


rather than of blame for the part they took in this, matter ? Reference 
has been made to the reduction of Rs, 16,000. for road scraping. It is per~ 
» true the C joners n this amount, hatsenely nokan tops 








| the case. The Corina had no 0 option 
law they were bound to disallow the om 0 pe Mt 
that the Commissioners were in the right and that he 
was what he said about the ‘matter at the meeting of the ; 
PS gh : ay si mdb service un 
n done in ern) 
Metewan. Geiss tske RT tel ah eee Bi 
the answer was it would ly not have been io 
| matters he as well as the ners Co not do better than to 
the Government who Sool with many similar cases, and he had id therefor ca 
to be refunded.’ ‘Rit Ea 
“Sir, my hon’ble diddind has refered toa jcntiiadti of the Chamb 
of Commerce addressed to the Gov: ‘st ah evi the 10th July, 1895, rips a 
communication the Chamber comple ats the increase of Pts id fever in 
Calcutta. On the matter being i eee ‘into, it was found that there had:been 
no increase of typhoid fever, and Government in its reply to the Chamber 
censured the Health Officer for lending the weight of his name to the Spread of 
a false rumour. I will read an extract from the letter of Government : eel antag 
‘It is a matter of much regret that after lending the of his authority to 
| statement that typhoidal ite are wee lae Ge ene in cai, te, H pont 7 
srg neglected to comply with tho request “ight be, 
forth. Owing to this omission it is cauieevia. we as the is ae arrive at 
ve ve pal or even eis sonelpsiat, on m the hag pal ot gunn hether ie increase in 
fever mortality which has occurred during the geht due to purely Y 
local causes which sais of oye ener) or hat tow eral causes a afleetie the 
whole surrounding country, holt Mt egpldbe vent ot to cope with. ‘The position 
is a very unsatisiactory one, and illustrates “oes may be done to san: progress 
by. making. vague, gonordl essertions ‘and - the evidences essay they aro 
based,’ . ; Hy pai 2/4 
“One éihex remark I pia to mike in connection with the ie of the 
Hon’ble Member representing the Chamber, He observed that the. present 
Bill provided for a fair representation of all sections of the community in the 
oe ration. Does he regard it as a fair representation of the rate-payers that 
e General Goraiiiten ap mere be represented by only one-third of. 
the entre Sed ‘it re t those oe ae the maximum of taxation 
shou ve the minimum representation f an arrangemen Tam s 
will not recommend itself to our sense of justice and fair : 8 
_ © Well, Sir, we have been told that under the con its AUER willbe75 
Commissioners as before, and that the conditions: of the franchise and of th 
distribution of the wards will remain unaltered, ‘The Commissioners. ‘vill, a 



















the Budget, fix the rates and then—I was going to sa a of ad to Syne » heir 
function will be like that of the gods) of the Epic 0} mrad dn bed by 
Cicero in his De Natura deorum—they os et he "then Hs 3 sleep. 
Bae ist of the d changes may b Howarth trans- 
all asap dy ‘the. rToprostntatives rag thestatespaxers, to b official 
representative of the Spa ein Putin ‘nace Pr & 
mercantile ¢o primal oe Pi po ha ati : 


—Local Self-G pec 
with this lepeneyes nie ssh yy alba 
convert the Calcutta Munici 
catnies by the Government. y ino Habrasees 
i Baie yu denne lddbig a Rea Sa ec ci at 
L Government, the supreme ity is 
ae This is what Mr. Albert Shaw says in his we 
ig hae te ae ifpers-aiggye re th Uni 





g to A ba re AGES ie 
is a veto. They anpo'nt move — 
fi hey hay apsiabe a od Manel A sy paar dittbuting work 
of departmental managemen ‘supervision to. ‘ mm i umber 
oie they organize and constitute as they Lie Tf such a Local Government eaanot ed | 
ions. 


tod, the fauit is with | r instituti ‘is quite certain to be as & gove n 
the poeple sabuarael” dete ‘to have. ‘The ‘loontion of responsi pat 
definite. f ’ 


y 18 perfectly 

“ Municipal Government in America is differently constituted. It is orga- 
nized up m lines which we are very unwisely going to imitate in tho Bill 
before us, and the municipal system in America, according to Mr. Albert Shaw, 
isa failure. This is what he says in his book :— 

‘The typical American Mayor is no part of tie Council or its ization. He is 
dected directly by the people. He is an indepedent co-vrdinate authority. He bears 
somewhat the same relation to the Council the President of the United States 
sustains towards Me aa or the Governor of a State towards the Legislature. The analogy 
falls short, however, in the very important practical fact that the work of Congress and 
the State Legislature is principally that of legislation, while the work of Municipal Councils 
is of necessify principally that of administration. The theoretical independence and digs 
tinct exeo itive responsibility of the Presidynt and the Governors is extremely difficult to 
maintain in practive, for the line between legislative and administrative work and authori 
is not nt all distinct. Still more difficult is it in practie to a portion duties and responsi- 
bility between an American Mayor and the Common Council in such a way as to secure 
real efficiency on boti sides. It is not easy to see where in the nature of things, the proper 
functions «f one authority end, and thoss of the other begin. In the dispersion of authority, 
definite responsibility too easily disappears, ‘The embarrassments and opportunities growing 

| out of this divided responsibility are among the principal causes of the comparative failure 

of City Government in the U: ited States.’ 
“Here in Calcutta the authority of the Corporation has always’ been supreme 
since there has been a Corporation, This bas been theeonstitution of the Muni- 
cipality ever since 1863. Every time the constitution has come undsr con- 
sideration, this principle has been recognized. It was first affirmed by the 
Act of 1863; it was re-attirmed in 1476; it was again affirmed in 1888, 
and under this constitution the Municipality has introduced those vast 
and stapendous sanitary works which have changed the tace of Calcutta. If 
we had a ¢abula rasa upon which we might inscribe what we pleased, there 
might have been per little room for complaint. But a constitution is a 
growth—in the words of und Burke, the test political Philosopher the 
. World bas ever seen—it is an organic growth; and let me ask my hon’ble 
_ friend, the Member in charge of the Bill, whether he regards the Bom y Muni- 
_ Gpal Act as the natural and the most recent development of our municipal 
system? If not, it is a sei body—an extraneous excrescence —sought to 
en, 1 upomour municipal system, and as such it is doomed—fore-doomed 





—S— 








ir, I base my objection to the Bill upon the highest considerations of 
t 

. The Bil passed into law, would lead to the dispersion of all 

ibility on the part of the Executive and would operate as a 

ip upon the poorer sections of the community, whose well-being ought to 

_ be the supreme concern of all Governments. Under the existing law the 








authority of the Corporation is supreme ‘I'o the Co oration, the Chairman 
and the Geral ‘Committee are responsible, ‘To soe will they be respon- 
sible under the new law? ‘To none—they will be responsible only to their own 
Consciences—-the divine monitor within; and, Sir, power vested in the best 
and the wisest amongst us is liable to be abused when adequate provision is not 
made for ing home a sense of responsibility, There will, under the new 


law, be three co-ordinute authorities, forming part and parcel of the same system, 
+ oving in their own appointed spheres, without any central or controlling 
a Why, Sir, the material universe could not endure under such a system. 


ranathed en ethene? conten beat eee eee 

ar will be’ olific source of « nm upon a 

Chairman eannot pr sibly ornad heres and varied Enlai He will 

have to delegate Sie deaee iabie subordinates in an endless chain. The Exe- 

Sutive will thus includ., the municipal underlings, and we know who and 

What they are. ‘They arej just as -as the police, and their purity ison 
neir dutie affvoting “he daily ves and habits of the people afford them 

So | Maabiieas tee: Aaa hon Shige ; 


per vanes 
Ap es 


SR ei, 5 Ri iM Katt 
Sia ED Me win ated tes ade bt Basra! Beh ay 





prom fiadd net 





y any Commissioner. is po cen aw 
_ tion, these underlings will be the virtual masters of the 
_ of all they survey—their right none to dispute,—and the. 
hard as it is in Caleutta, will become harder sth = 
“Sir, I desire to say one word with ne to the constitution and the 
powers of the General Ctaristcs, Under the present law the General Con. 
mittee consists of 18 members elected the Corporation and is responsible 
to the Corporation. Under’ the dy fa | law the General Committee wil] 
consist of 12 members, of whom only tour will be elected by the Corporation, 
The General Committee will be entrusted with the details of administration 
in a variety of important matters. The Corporation will have to find the 
funds. The Corporation having under the new system no part in the actual 
work of administration and therefore unfamiliar with the requirements of the 
administration, may vote inadequate finds, and then the Government, like the 
deus ex machina of the old dramas, will descend on the scene to avert a crisis, 
Here we have an imperium in imperio with a vengeance, with all the worst evils 
uf that m, accentuated in their gravest form. Let us hear what a Bombay 
paper which you, Sir, very rightly described from your place in the Supreme 
uncil as being distinguished for sobriety and moderation—the Indian 
_ Spectator—says with regard to this aspect of the Bill:— sii abet 
‘The division is a queer one, involving a logical fallacy, for, are not merchants too 
residents? Our Standing Committee is elected by the Corporation, as. whole, and so there 
_is no friction, The General Committee, as sketched out in the words of Sir Alexander 
i e, would be, as it seems at first sight, an anomaly, an imperium ii 
imperio, and the work of dividing the responsibilities between the two bodies to be created on 
the one hand, and between them and the Chairman, on the other, would surely tax’ ingenuity, 
~ If the Budget and the rate of taxation is to be fixed by the Corporation, if the rings of the 
purse are to be in their hands exclusively, we do not see how a body that is not their re- 
presenta tive can help becoming often a stumbling block in the way of smooth working,’ 
“Sir, it has been said with regard to the Committees of the Corporation 
' that they hamper work and cause delay. The statement is founded upon 
an entire Fipngetin eerie the situation, These Committees facilitate work 
and avoid a deal of discussion which otherwise would be inevitable 
at meetings of the Commissioners. ‘In 19 cases out of 20? said Sir Henry 
Harrison from his place in this Council, ‘the decisions of Committees are 
accepted without any discussion, Nor do these Committees cause any delay 
when the Chairman is in agreement with them, and this is usually the case; 
for then his proposals may at once be given effect to.’ In this connection there 
is one aspect of the question which this Council cannot overlook and which 
T am sure Your Honour will not overlook when we bear in mind the eloquent 
- words which you addressed as Home Secretary to the various ‘Local Govern- 
ments, impressing upon them the importance of soup! gi beginnings of 
~ Local Self-Government, as an instrument of popular and political education. 





“hese Committees familiarise the Commissioners with the work gf the Cor- 

_ poration, inspire them with a sense of responsibility and promote the ends of 
politioal edupatioing 200° 53) RM. chiki Mareen? eat 
“Lastly the Government has assumed to itself functions 1 
pene ashe under the present law. I thought, Sir, thet decentrapizati 
the order of the day. But I preeurie'ff ih deventealis ny 
delegated to officials or official bodies, and it is 
So ee Se ee oe 
wn up showing the powers and fun 

. . 20 & OU; der CF STIR ‘ey a 3 “over 
ma cal ret al 
- others are :— Pome Tar Maa te aA Feuer a We) sh" 
Sat att, | | he A ippoint four nieml 4 id o Ge ae ss , 
Faken (2) Totes teh operon Nine Haake Ot ome ig 
(3) Te airman and fix his salary. 
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He k it Depar ial Neaiere 
pond an ae a asec mB amoung 


By 


a) Resalitions ‘of General al Committee appointing Sub-Committees to be forwarded — 


__@) Minates of ll prooe-dings of Corporation, Gontral Committee and Sub-Come 


to Local Government. 


; 3 (9) Tho Local Government may require the Chairman to undertake the execution of 4 









any work certified by a Secretary of the Government to be urgent for public | 


ce ered se for this purpose may make temporary payment from Municipal: 
(10) If A difference noe of opinion arises between the General Committee and tho 
a : : touching Budget allotments, the Chairman shall refer the matter 
to the Local Government and its decision to be final. 





(11) To exempt the owner or occupier of any bnilding or land from the payment of 


_ consolidated rate, if recommended by any two authorities,’ 

“Sir, I do not propose to detain you any longer, It is not for one moment 
to be supposed that I regard the present constitution of the Calcutta Munici- 
pality as f care Far from it. It is capable of improvement, but it does 
not lie in 


the name of sanitation. Could we persuade ourselves to believe that it would 
promote sanitation and thus confer an unmixed benefit upon the people, what 
could be more natural than that we should support @ measure, so wise in its 
scope—so beneficent in its intentions. For Calcutta is the city of our birth 
—it is the city of our sires—it is the city of our children—and it is to be the 
destined city of our children’s children. We have a far more permanent and 
abiding interest in its omg well-being than any other section of the com- 
munity could possibly have. We would welcome any rational scheme of sani- 
tation which would bring to our ople an accession of health and all the 
blessings which the possession of health implies. But we are persuaded that 
this Bill will not promote this great object. It is not laws but funds that are 


be 


directions indicated in the Bill: The Bill has been launched inj, a 


needed forthe structural improvement of Calcutta. We have had of recent years : 


too many laws. We want rest, peace, the repose of peace, freedom from the 
excitement consequent upon new proposals for the enactment of new laws. It 
is money and not achange in the constitution of the Municipality that is required 
for the sanitation of Caicutta, Sir, I speak not as an amateur or a theorist, but 
as one who has some practical familiarity with municipal work. I have spent 
the best part of my life-time in the service of the Corporation. I ente it 
when young, I have grown grey in its service. The work of the Corporation has 
been the pleasure and the pride of my life. I have behind roe an experience of 
nearly 2 years, Fortified by that experience, | venture to make an earnest 








appeal to you, Sir, whvuse name is so honourably associated with the great 
scheme of Local Self-Government, to abandon or at any rate largely to modif 
ameakure which has filled the rate-payers of Calcutta with alarm, which will 
not promote the ends of sanitation, which will depreciate the value of property, 
disorganize the work. of the Corporation and wreck the best prospects of Local 
Self-Government in the capital of the Indian, Empire. Sir, I might put my case 
upon still higher considerations. Municipal institutions, said Mr. Gla:istone, 
are the 


; eed-plots upon which and around which are developed that poli- 
tical capaci y and. those i 
supreme concern of all Guyernments to foster and to promote. Our .muni- 
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habits of poiitical thought which ought to be the — 


cipal institutions are the gift of our rulers. We owe them to their beneficence: — 
But they'have taken firm root in our hearts and our convictions, for they are in — 
entire ac vith our ancient traditions and the inherited instincts of our race, 

red by the panchayet system and our time-honoured mallpge organisations. — 
We cherish them with reverence. The love and devotion of a people cling 
to thease ney supplement, our education ; for what nobler school: co there — 
be than the school of ie affairs! These noble seminaries inspire the peuple 


with a sense « "responsibility. exercise a moderating influence upon their minds, ° 
4nd enlist their sympathies on behalf of the Government. “It would be most 





unwise, most unstatesmanlike, in these days of political unrest and excitement, 
ise, most ed iota pea gic 






“to do. au ht. which wou ould in the ity of these institutions o 
hake public confidence in them. We are the friends of sanitation ; but thy 
ip of sanitation may, be carried to the verge of idolatry. We agreo with — 





_ Fecognized, are still in statu pupiari. This object in view cannot 






Sir 
reform is forecd upon it by the pressure of external circumstances. Sir, e 


_ who had previous! withdrawn their names, have already coryh 





Ashley Eden in thinking that a single : ua 
by conviction to viet Sane reform is worth ‘cases where : 
as we vulue sanitation, we are not prep»red fo sacrifice our civic ireedom for its 
sake, especially when such a sacrifice is unnecessary and uncalled for, and 
when it will prove disastrous to the furtunes of our people in otver, higher and 


| nobler directions.” 


“The Hon'ble Mr. Spry said:—“The chief umong the interests to be 
maintained by the Municipality are those of the European community, und it 


% assuredly never was intended that the management of the affairs of this 


and growing City shonid pass into the hands of one section only of the commu- 
nity. Eurcpeans have been reproached for not coming forward in the “+ aed 
to take an interest in municipal affairs and to share in the work of the Muni- 


_ cipality. The accusation is an unjust one. The gradual falling off of the 


European element in the Corporation and in the General Commitiee can be 
sealed lained. I need only refer you to the statistics furnished by- the 
Hon ble Mr. Risley to show how hopelessly Europeans have been placed in the 


_ minority by the operation of the existing laws. Even supposing they were 
More numerous, men of business cannot spare time to take part in the too 


often fruitless debates of a large talking body. They are always ready and 
willing to serve on business Committees, and J need only instance such bodies ag 
the Port Commissionere, the Chamber of Commerce and its various Commi 


and the Trades Association, to show that cre Fi are willing to, and do 
e, 


devote their time to public questions, It is inpossi as things now stand, to 
et a sufficient number of Europeuns to join the Corporation, and to give the 
xecutive the benefit of their experience and their counsels, The one solution 
for the problem presented ins unsatisfactory condition of things is, in my 
opinion, to be found in the principle of the Bill now under discussion. 
It will secure for us a representative General Cormmittee capable of 
performing its various duties in a prompt and businesslike way, aud who, 
armed with a comprehensive and well-defined Act, will be able to carry 
out much-needed sanitary and structural refornis, and to administer the aflairs 
of the town on sound and modern principles. Such a Committee, I take 
it, would represent more truly the voice of the ony than tho present 
one, and would be more truly based on the fundement principles of Local 
S.lf-Government. It is not correet to say that the European community get 
better arranged streets and so on at the cost of the native ratepayer. If 
the native eiectorate had realised, as the Europeans did long ago, the advant- 
age of wide, ciean, and not tuo crowded streets, they would, in season and out 

season, have striven to improve the ivsanitary conditions which prevail (at 
the northern end of the town, and they would Gave insisted on their repyesen- 
tatives paying attention to these matters rather tian to others in which 
time has wasted in the discussion of questions concerning the eyecti 
of verandahs or the ne aergreeast a Municipal Officers, Once 
must net be forgoiten that the introduction of the elective ‘system into this 
















_ country was an experiment with an educational object. Now, Sir, unfder the 
existing law, it is the return of Hindus, not of Europeans, that is really f guaran- 
teed. ver may be claimed «n behalf of specially-gifted indivfduals, a 


- People or a race canot claim to be educated in the cult art/of Self- 
I ov : 


ernment, in the brief space of some two cecades. I venture to (gay that 
when regard is had to the commercial, trading and other i iiimp 

in the well-being of this great commercial centre, it is preposteroyis to 
too large a measure of into the hands of those who, it# should be 


| retro w Fe vat pe Mt dares eepltirnor dace Bill be el 
mem ‘commu will no longer be unwilling ty eir 
Hinson the Monee Seeet "Mab os ease ae 









in ee Ani. : ‘4 


: The Hon'ble. Bien’ Elk Sane BN lil HT oppose this motion | 
and shall. be as briefvas I. possibly can in stating my reasons for doing so. I 
may premise that the abject of the Bill is not to introduce provisions into the 
law which eee. availed of > err harorpe mel the wes 
on. ' 


to emergen 


rather is to make that standing law which is adapted 





Tho object of the B the Billi twofold. First, to. provide, as it is phar wd 
aaibl Li ean agi Raeapekn resentation. 4 


ieee Member Meniber in in bite of the Bill, in clearing the way for his proposal, — 


referred to certain discoveries that had bebn made, and argued that the — 


only remed: eats ‘could be Sy ee a radical change in the law. He 
<n not pe on the gplen 
as he ht such a in the. law did not necessarily imply any 


Commissioners or of the Executive, © 


reflection. . But, ae times had chan ae so it had become necessary. i 
to change the law. Another Hon'ble Mem has proceeded on the same lines — 


change and progress would be that anes ‘expansion of the principle of Local 


means suggest that the principle of abel ment should be, not extended 


aid seatenattle object of the Bill is to provide a responsible Executive, if we 
“4 pigsty we cannot avoid coming to the conclusion that the object ‘really 
vide, not a responsible, but an irresponsible | Executive, upless it 





-ninority.”, Both these principles I have no hesitation whatever in character- 





ond, 
Js tho. Ads. really. responsible for it, or. 
th cou of the Hon’ble npr ae “speer 

the Administrative and ‘the Exonitive section of the Corpora- 
















Reference was 





That this represents the true state’ 
ortion in the specch of the Hon’ble 
Spade into the pathetic and 


all ry sel, cient ore 
nate erate 2ifosbeona oat 
8a ison adios eh oe rene 


or dexplPieda but hampered, Te not crushed altogether. For although, as I have’ 


ee cutive with autonomous responsibility. If the object is to ‘secure 
larger Euro ean, ‘representation, the provisions of | the ah force on the 
conclusion that the object is not the legitimate one of the protection of. 
uinorities, but the illegitimate one of the dominance of minorities. Thus A 
in reality the Bill seeks to secure an irresponsible Executive, anda dominant 


Wing ag. ‘unsound, For, starting from the discoveries to ‘which reference 
‘the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill, the question has to 
08 efi: state of things. so so disco vered to ae accounted for? 


and has referred to the age as an ago of progress, and has justified the Bill on — 
the ground that it proposes to keep pace with the p: of the times. If) 
times have changed, the legitimate proposition to pat forward in view of such | 


Self-Government was called for. ya pal of the times could not by any — 
* 


to the | reer 2 of 


‘not be that die ascasive, lt under the law responsible’ - 
ae barat all in a nowt ip of mind to accept their — 
? Might it not be that they fretted under a 
Corporation, and there was frequent friction _ 
resulting i in the Act ae working 80 


he a ecg bra 
n WW. makes him 

oe Peaneaditon tol} pay which — 

i sl Kolding the ton no more ap hate ie 


+ 


Ww padi Koda ol gartel easthas aiup vd 


og ae 
Pe llecton, the ‘Assessor, an other 
ply eat 300 and up ode, If there, hes. been 
a ie ety that friotion, I vata to say, has 
bility pone basil as a desire o ei doeher kad 
ard to their responsibility. The tion have interfered with the 
Eo. whenever the gprs have ta cen it upon themselves to do things 
which they were not entitled to own motion, and with regard to 
| which rg were under the 7 poet to the kag gr Tf that is the 
' gtate of things, it will be disastrous to i irresponsibility 
| has been the cause of. the friction and has ught about a = of thi 
which is to be deplored, It is said that the Bal defines the functions 
of the different, municipal authorities which it brings | into existence. It 
speaks of them as co-ordinate, Notwithstanding the statement that the Exe- 
k ib power is to be vested in the Chairman subject to the control of the 
P ation where it is so expressly stated, the Hon’ble Member in charge 
K ote B ill is perfectly correct in describing the pices sought to be conferred 
f by this Bill on the Chairmar, as co-ordinate, because, if we go through the 
| different sections of the Bill which the Hon'ble Member has been good. enough to 
by ie for us, and take up the eeahint in which the word ‘sanction’ or 





Ni 


_ feontrol’ occurs, we find that it is onl rine connection with | or four points 
that any real control has been left in t nal Rene odie nam Lah ection of 
the Bank, for example, in which Municipal Funds can be the taking 
of a census, the provision of new burial and bu ing places gee the establish- 
ment of markets, either mu 1 or private. These es believe, the only 
four matters in regard to ve the orporation will exercise anything like 
control over the action of the Chairman. Therefc re, it is clear that the two 
authorities will really be co-ordinate, and I submit that it is an eae 
} ciple to have two or more co-ordinate authorities of this description. | 
"ae are defined, it is said well, the functions of the Chairman are. “ier 
| but they are defined into a a The functions of the Corporation are also 
defined, but they are defined into a vacuum 
“Then, there is another object for which the Bill Pec a a larger 
measure of European representation. The o yea contend is not to pro- 
tect the interests of European minority, but to help th saci noes to 
- dominate. With regard to this, let us see what the There are to 
be 75 Commissioners altogether, out of whom 60 shall be provid as follows :— 
50 at ward elections, 4 by the Chamber of Commerce, 4 by the Tradeg Asso- © 
ciation, and 2 hy ‘the Port Commissioners. The remaining 15 2 
nominated by the Local Government. — Then we come to. the consti 
- the General ‘Committee. How is that provided for? The General Gommittee 
_ is to consist of 12 ordinar member eat at Oe GF arya“ shall be Presi- 
dent of the Committee. pe ytnd oe cc: non fo 
12 Commissioners shall ra 2 out of the ba ‘Gia Onan hi 
be elected and appointed as follows:—4 omm onefs 
-ward elections, that is to say, 4 out of the | 
Then 2 shall be elected by re Chamber of Commer 
4 ee 2 are to be elected ‘the Bengal Cham 
4 Commissioners who 


- the 12 members on the pease Committee shall be 

- 4 of the Commissioners elected by the Cha 3) 
ee Grogan hen, one m. ; 
| elected by the Trailes Association; they ret 
__. and one of these 4 will be elected for the Gener 

_ the General Committee will also be elected by, 
joners, and lastly, 4 members of the Ger 
Local Government; that is to say, the 
‘the General Committee will be ee 


eet 4; of the Trades Association, 1 out 
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nsound principle | Thesprin 

sound ie ake Bama you St ee 
ained that there is now a dominant majority, and it is proposed to 
one other extreme and have a dominunt minority. Then, it Fr eaid that ths 
has been done in order to remove the state of gs in existence for a long 
time, in_ consequence of which Europeans, as a rule, refrain from taking any 
interest in the Municipality. With regard to this the Hon’ble Member in 
of the Bill has himself been pleased to say that the fact of Europeans 
standing aloof from the concerns of the Municipality is nothing new; they 






had kept aloof even under the old eh cai ine the pgp is that at that 
y the 


time the Executive was not hai action of a number of Committees 








as at present, and therefore they thodght their interests were quito safe 


in the hands of the Chairman, That is the explanation offered by the Hon’ble 

Member. If he himself is satisfied with that explanation, then of all men, he 

should be the last to expect European gentlemen to take any interest in the 

concerns of the Municipality when they know that they will have under this 

Billan irresponsible Executive, more independent of, and unfettered by the 

action of Committees of the Corporation than ever. I have been asking myself 
whether the Buropean community will take asa compliment ali that the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Bill has so frankly said of its interest in, and criticism 

of, matters eee a be tempted to cry ‘save us from our friend.’ 
Although the Hon’ble Member who represents the Chamber of Commerce took 
it upon himself to say a number of things in disparagement of native Commis- 
sioners as to their ideas of sanitation, &¢., the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Bill would warn us against laying much stress upon such criticisms. 

“ Europeans ought to have an influence on the administration of the town, 
not, however, by artificial provisions of law, but by really so using their 
influence in the Corporation as to gain the position which might well be 
assigned to them. The Bill would give them a predominant "ea hao not on 
their own merits, but by an artificial provision of the law under which they 
will have that influence. The Hon’ble Member said :—‘The Europeans, who 

ht to have a predominant influence in the affairs of the town, cannot be 
induced to. take part in the general meetings of the Commissioners, where they 
fea aca tet kins, the time is wasted in debate, and where they 
could) not hope to command more than an insignificant minority.’ 

“The question is, why not ? Why cannot they hope to command more than 
an insignifieant minority ? There have been European members of the Cor- 
poration who have; I believe, in their day led the Corporation, and there is no 
reason why European members should not again lead the Corporation by 
own merit, if would divest themselves of their prejudices 
\to the conduct of meetings. There are some who rush into 

je these, that there is waste of time, that there is unlimited talk- 

. Because oe Pages cemtens woven their ipse dixit, they are ready to 
it down to a desire K des 
on 


























talking, and complain of waste of time, When 
ur Pit gaits ak forward to talk as Hindus are. 


* 


should not be by means of an artificial provision of 
aie themselves felt through the Chamber of Commerce, 
lealth Society, or some other public body which now 
ard » yer je with an imperfect or no know- 
vk , financial and administrative, involved in the 
; Asiatic. _ There is the real difficulty € 
Europeans g with thy deliberations of the Corporatio 


in er way of 
| syn sin e deli tion, As rds 
question of santa n, I sulj,mit that the passage quoted with thks 





like elation by the Hon’ble Megmber’ for the Chamber of Commerce, is an 
newer kien: my hon’ble friend to my left Gb having in ig 





He qu oted 





ee 


ths gic 
ee EET 


erits. Then the Hon’ble Member said :—‘'They prefer . 


should occupy an important position in the — 











hel 


Ree 


their eyes the one thing, 


town, not in connection with one 


rge of the Bill said further : ‘ It is 


connected with the administration of the Mu cipal? 


one of the 


8 that, among the various critics of the 


_ mercantile community would come forward to take 

Municipality, although he said some competen: 

all this before it, [ cannot understand why the 

_ way to place a number of baits, so to speak 

«erga of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill, has, on the whole, 
‘ : A cipality, “t obiet 


























might be willing. 
Legislature should go out of it, 
, before a community which, on the 


to the principle 


| of the Bill as unsound, It seeks to ride an irresponsible Executive and 
| tocreate a dominant minority, both o which objects should in My. opinion 
| be deprecated,” . ta a 


_ The Hon'ble Banu Jatza Moan Sen said:—“ T desire to 


against this Bill, I am not familiar with the questions which form the subject of 


_ to me that the passing of this Bill will be a blow to 


_ Government for whie 
moreover, take away from the Commissioners of Calcutta rights which ¢' 
EB reasons I am opposed to the principles of this Bill.” — 
The Hon’ble Mr, Rustey, in rep] 
friend, Mr. Surendranath Bineree, Yor th 
_ referred to me, however qual 
_ @ speaker, who has, I free ly admit, the ad 
knowledge of the facts, and his unrivalled tal 


possess, For theso 


al 


re 

hex 
i e 
ye 
ue 
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Beal 


; Opponent, and in return I desire to co 
~ In summi up the debate an 

| of the Bill, 

_ have been brought 
| I should if I 


shall endeavou 


T have read and heard, it appears 


the = les of Self- 
has made out. It will, 
now 


ssid:—“I have to thank my hon'be 


e flattering terms in which ho h 
may feel myself to meet so accompl) } 












aks 


vantage of me both as regard his 


talent for presen ig’ the 
most attractive form. It is a pleasure to have i Lebu 
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f est it forv ‘ago as 1 erly wo came to 
Odeuteas pan nce ee a that hi statement has ever been anime 


E seins Seecetee 


r re sha: give ‘them — 
= Pare ads 


‘Commissioners’ 
regard’ to Gnas me Liabeio se. give them full credit for — 
ents they have effected in the town, “Dither a this, I fear 


a me sub eb en ey 


ot the attitude they 2 


added + large schemes have and bens the 
has been ade as nt been free trac as ‘it might have a‘ 
; for instance; for oo pret ey has. boon a 
both as a rig gs Pope e misman en 
Mises poke pact yet wnat pi 
‘wou ve made 
eo Vhen take the state 
‘ from 1486 and 
6. vn yo yin 1896, Mr. Wil : 
f to: epartment, two lakhs — 
1ere had been an’ accumulation of 3 
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' ' G Tnment, arid 
se teen ate 
0 Government after it 

laws an Jaws si d enough, but sometimes the 

, and sometimes the i ‘themselves who had 












d storeys, for instance, ought not to be 
in streets of less width than 40 feet, Be ee a Po ae 

* —* But recently the rule had been violated in a very large 

number of cases. ‘'o be strictly correct he should say that the rule had not 

* heen so much violated as it had been po thy in a loose way. If there had 

been special cases only, the violations would not have been so much complained. 

of, provided they were not taken as precedents. But when third storeys were 

alowed on the ground that they were cook-rooms and thukoorbarces, or when 

they were sanctioned because the structure in the third storey was 20 feet from 

the middle of the road, then such cases formed precedents against the intention 

of the law. He need bpp ried me ons ha obo on sd Babu wong 
pong onnsin eee ver on all poi is , he agreed that 

regulations had been broken. Babu Surendranath aiaeee oie He had not. 

been convinced that a modification of the law was necessary ; he did not think 

they had worked the bye-lawsin a manner to justify that belief. If they worked 

the bye-laws in the they might be worked, he thought the bye-laws and 

the building sections of the Act would amply suffice for all purposes. He quite 

agreed with Mr. N, N. Ghose that the elaborate regulations of the London 








| ing Act were not ired here; Calcutta was not London. At present 
i would be sufficient if. the « isting rules were worked thoroughly, honestly 
_ aid in a consistent spirit, without making the frequent exceptions which had 
been made. He thou a ee were amply sufficient for the 
| ’ Then Babu Kally Nath Mitter, a very high authority on the subject, 
wid ‘His friend, Mr. Ghose, considered that the laws had not actually 
_ been violated, but that had been loosely interpreted: on the contrary, the 
speaker maintained that the bye-laws had been violated in the most flagrant 
manner possible. All that was wanted was that they should be properly 


worked. ee amr etre oe eng ey =H) 7 ga an 
| iguity in the wordi the bye-laws unde t ws, 
_ but the speaker did tink ik could have been po a a, namely, that 

no precenp Gop house could be built ina road of Jess than 40 feet width: Take, 
_ for insti the case of a building at 4, Sunker Ghose’s Lane, in the Pro- 
cnliten of the Buildings Committee on the 21st May, 1895, which was thus 
reported :— 


ye meg gegen ey Tera laa tt of the construction of the pro- 
Lane. as to 


building at-No. 4, Sunker Ghose’s jection in this. 
be thine ~ ting. lows than 40 font wide yaraoor cere aah 





inted out that the third-storeyed portion of this honse was 60 
and at the int noang a third get sd teak atnctad wie 


tioning a third storey in a read which 
against 6 wanton eee ee ey 


Bade ho a case of loose interpreta- 
om of the bye-laws in this 
a third storey 14 
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Sickdarbagan Street. In that c hae ce k sages 

‘The Chairman explained that in this case the Committeo sanctioned the buildin 
of a two-storeyed house, waiving the objection that two feet space had not been left in frome 
of a passage to the east. The house was not built according to the sanctioned plan, the 
four feet space on the back having been built upon, and a third-storey erected EK sre, 
tion. He made an order on the 19th September to remove the third. i, 0 og notice under 
section 241 was not issued until the 7th of December, Babu Nalin Behari Sircar havi 
represented that the owner was negotiating for a piece of land for a cook-room. Nothing 
had, however, been done. ‘The Department had no knowledge of the Ward Commissionery’ 
letters. 






‘Babu Norendra Nath Sen remarked that there was not the least doubt that in this 
case the Building Regulations had been violated, and a cook-room built on the third storey 
without sanction. It was only in special cases in Burra Bazar that cook-rooms were allowed 
on the third storey. 


‘Babu Ramtaran Banerjee observed that there had been repeated violation of the rules 
as the building of third-storeys in narrrow streets, leaving the requisite spaces and the 
like, in this case the service of notice was delayed in deference to the representation made 
by bose] boa Behari Sircar, and he thought any censure on the Road Department was 
un or, 


‘Mr. J. Ghosal remarked, a) from the merits of this case, that every dewlling-house 
must have a cook-room, and in houses like this, built upon very small’ plots of land, the 
best place for a oook-room was on the roof. 


* The question that the cook-room be allowed to stand was carried by 9 votes.to 2, 


“There was in this case no ambiguity in the application of the rule; none 
whatever, Therefore, what was wanted was instructions from the Commis- 
sioners to their Committee to see that the bye-laws were more strictly adhered 
to. He thought that would be quite sufficient. There might, of course, be 
one or two arr which needed some amendment to make them plain, but 
he thought that a general resolution of this kind would cause serious wis- 
chief. Ho could well understand why exception was taken to the Chairman’s 
preparing a note on the subject, because he would be bound to point out 
Siete all these cases of violations of the bye-laws, which perhaps was 
not desirable. 


“And in winding up the debate, the Chairman said ‘it was a matter 
of complaint that though a Committee had beén appointed two years ago, 
nothing had been done; but it was no use for a Committee to sit round a 
— unless the points which they were to consider were properly put before 
. them. ‘ 


“I will now turn to some of the specific statements made by Mia: Hon'ble 
“Babu Surendranath Banerjeo in his extremely lucid and able speech up? 
this Bill. He spoke, among other things, on the question of pustee procedure, 
and he said that during the last ten years the Commissiorfers had spent no less 
than 10 lakhs on the improvement of bustees. Now tle bustee question go 
back to the year 1885, when the Government of India ad dyessed the Government 
of Bengal on this subject. They said that ‘there car; pe no doubt that though 
the Commissioners have, since the introduction of el getiye, institutions in 1876, 
done much to improve the City, there have been 24 the same time very seriou 
shortcomings on which the Government has n frequently compe 
comment.’ Years of valuable time were wasted ‘7, discussion before the exter 
sion of the filtered water-supply was put in har44 J¢ was not till 1880 that 
a beginning was made in bustee reclamation, ay“.q the expenditure up to date has 
fallen far short of the minimum sum of one-!.)¢ jakhs per annum, which the 
Government of India in its orders on the F.onort for 1882-83 declared to 
necessary. It was not until the beginning o/, 1h93-84 that an establishwent for 
the surface cleaning of bustees began to be i“ vanised. : 
ome 





The Tor buste ss: 4 n 1883 to'1896 a en tn 
paragraph 249 of the last A wer! giv i 
are the following:— ; : 





Rs. 
1883-84 oes yh vee =: 28,288 
1°84-85 ase es ae8 938,092 
1885 86 dee SOS, «84,628 
1886-87 j «-.  1,81,880 
. 1887-88 “Si Bde rh ee, OB OT 
89 tes wit ° 44,754 
1#89-90 ous Wa 64,018 
1890-91 eee vee lies 36,292 
1891-92 326 yay «. 127,762 
1892-93 i ies 58,222 
1893-94 ; ‘ we 29,188 
1894-95 A 21,939 
1895-96 a nhe nd 5,601 
1896-97 Bee Sey aet 12,244 
Total ve 9,385,933 


“So that in that number of years the total expenditure by the Commissioners 
on bustee improvement was Rs. 9,36,000 or Rs. 66,000 a year—less than half 
the amount laid down as a minimum by the Government of India in 1883-84, 
On this subject one of the Commissioners themselves, in discussing the Admi- 
nistration Report, said:—‘In page 112 a very interesting statement was given 
showing the amount expended during last ten years upon bustee improvement, 
but he regretted to say that the amount expended last year was the lowest on 
record, namely, Rs. 21,939, Bustee improvement was one of the greatest 
necessities of the town, but it was now practically at a standstill, There were 
many bustees in the northern division of the town which were in the same state 
now that they were ten years ago, and if active measures were not taken 
to improve them, their condition would become worse.” __ 

“Then my hon’ble friend read an extract from a well-known book describ- 
ing the terrible state of things existing in some of the London rookeries, But 
what does that prove? Every body knows that London taken as a whole is one 
of the healthiest citics in the world, The death-rate is very low, and London, 
and England generally, has been continuously free from any of those epidemic 
diseases from which other European towns have suffered. If there was. the 
smallest danger of a foreign port putting any sort of embargo on vessels hailing 
from London, it is quite certain that pular indignation would wipe out the 
County Council in a week, and ia i on the Government at once appoint- 
ing a dictator to carry out the necessary reforms. 

“My hon’ble friend challenged the statement that the Corporation is unequal 
to great emergencies, and he referred to the correspondence which took place 
with the Medical Board on the subject of the cleansing of the town. It was 
stated in the agyirse of this debate that the Commissioners had been prompt in 
their dealings with the Plague. I find the same statement made in a Note by 
8 well-known Commissioner which has been sent to me—a Note which I recog- 
nise as the brief frois which my hon’ble friend spoke:—‘ ‘The Commissioners 
at once employed anotiser highly-paid officer as Special Superintendent of Con- 
servancy.’ As this appoptment is thus pointedly referred to as a test case, 
I may be allowed to refer ito the proceedings in connection with the appoint-- 
ment of the Superintendengf, On the 25th September, 1896, the Chairman laid 
before the General Commitee a telegram which he had received, and the 
Health Officer at once asked'\that he might have a man of the highest capacity 
for the p of superintenading the work done in the town by the Conser- 
vancy sbiabtishinent It was stated that this was not a new proposal, and that 
he had asked before for the appa/intment of such an officer, but now there was 
40 emergency, and it was his duxty to press his demand for it at once. That 
Was the first opportunity the Commmissioners had to show their readiness to meet 
an emergency ; but although in that very debate Babu Kali Nauth Mitter said 
that his own conviction was that 5 jms money was given it would be well spent 
x! 8 case of this kind, and Babu, Norendra Nath Sen observed that in point of 
@nitation Calcutta was no bet «or off than it had been ten years back, the 
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Commissioners gave the Health Officer the. which 
was strongly opposed by Mr. N,N. Ghose, and they ‘absolutely aiviobig 
ive a supervising officer on which the greatest possible stress. was laid by the 
Frealth Officer. On the 28th of September another meeting was held at which 
the Acting Chairman said:—‘ He had an urgent matter of a very important 
nature to submit for the consideration of the General Committee. This 
morning he visited the Burra Bazar ward and another ward in company with 
the Health Officer, and they found the place so filthy and dirty that the Health 
Officer desired him to ask the Commissioners to see the place tdé-morrow 
morning. The Health Officer asked for an establishment for six months at a 
total expenditure of Rs. 36,000.’ 


« Even then all they did was to resolve ‘that the Health Officer be authorised 
to spend on his own responsibility the sum of Rs. 3,000 laced at his disposal 
on such preventive measures as he thinks necessar ” They did net give him 
more money, but they authorised him to spend what had been given at his 
own discretion. Next I come to the 2nd October, 1896. On this occasion Babu 
Nalin Behari Sircar, who took the greatest possible trouble in connection with 
this matter, said:—‘He also had inspected the Burra Bazar ward with the 
Chairman, and he was'shocked to see the utter neglect of the existing staff of 
the Conservancy Department. There was not a single gully-pit which was not 
choked and from which the water was not oozing upon the street. In privies, 
gumlas full of nightsoil were visible from the streets, and the neighbours stated 
they had been in that state for a length of time. He also saw a narrow passage 
full of nightsoil, which was said to be used as a sort of drop-privy.’ 


“One gentleman, who was present at that meeting, was of opinion that ‘the 
Noto of the Health Officer now before the meeting should not be considered 
until a satisfactory explanation was submtted as to the disgraceful state 
of things which had been described.’ But even then the Health Officer 
did not get his Superintendent, and it was resolved that there was no necessity 
for additional Medical Inspectors. Next we come to the 5th of October 
(three days afterwards); and that meeting was opened by Babu Surendra- 
nath Banerjee regretting on behalf of the meeting that ‘the Health Officer had 
not given effect to their Resolution disallowing the employment of the additional 
Medical Inspectors which he asked for.’ Next Mr. N. N. Ghose remarked 
‘that whatever might be wanted in Bombay, a case for the appointment of 
Medical Inspectors could not arise here until cases of bubonic plague occurred 
in-Caloutta,’ We know from the sad experience of Bombay thot the one thing 
necessary is to catch your first case of plague, and the only way to do that is 
to have a special establishment to catch it. At the next meeting of the 
General Committee on the 9th October, Sir John Lambert attended, and it 
was only under strong pressure put on the General Committee by him that 
they accepted a proposal to appoint a Chief Superintendent of Conservancy 
temporarily for three months. 1 submit that the action of that Committee 
between the 25th September and the 9th October cannot fairly be described as 
eee 3 a any emergency sige fi and that it fully justifies a hg statement 
which has been made that the present constitution of, the Munivipality js not 
calculated to deal promptly with great emergencies. mc 


a ° 


“I now draw attention to the correspondence with the Medical Board. I 
understood my hon’ble friend to say that a certain edtablishment was sane- 
tioned by the Commissioners on the 19th January, 18%)7, and that on the 20th 
January, 1897, the Medical Board wrote to the Government protesting that 
that establishment had not been appointed,” / 

he Hon’ble Basu SurenDRANATH BANERJEE ,inoryening, said :—‘ The Com- 
missioners took action i dently of any pressure brought to bear upo? 
them either by the Medical Board or by th/s Government. The meeting 
of the Commissioners took place on the 19th ‘January and the letter of the 
Medical Board is dated the 20th of Januaryy’ y gnggested that the Medical 
Board took action after seeing what the Com: dgsioners were doing.” 


The Hon’ble Mx. Risuey, continued.4/¢« 7 now understand what my 
hon’ble friend said, and can correct him as); to his facts. Sometime in the 
beginning of October or in the end of tember, 1896, the Commissioners 
sanctioned an establishment for Bre | nT Bazar. That esta’ 
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was calculated to deal with one ward an A word only. Later on, after the 
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he Medic: at the Commissioners | eee 
pose to ny more establisl , but intended to clean up the eight 
wards one after the other by means of the staff sanctioned for one ward. 
The Medical Board considered this a to be utterly inadequate, and 
said so in their letter of 20th January with some emphasis. On the 22nd of 
January, not on the 19th, as my hon’ble friend says—afler and not before 
the letter of the Medical Board, a grant of Rs.30,000 was made for the purpose 
of cleansing the towns, its administration being, however, entrusted to the 
inevitable Sub-Committee which, I am informed by Mr. Bright, never sat and 
never reported. 


“Then my hon’ble friend drew a comparison between the action of the 
Calcutta Corporation and Bombay to the detriment of the latter, and his argu- 
ment was that this was the model constitution proposed to be given to Calcutta. 
Ido not at all admit that the Bombay administration is faulty ; they got to 
work very promptly, They made mistakes, as all of us are likely to do, in 
dealing with a terrible calamity, and nobody would blame the Bombay Corpora- 
tion because they spent too much in throwing corrosive sublimate into 
the drains; but any one who has read Mr. Snow’s narrative and the account 
of the, work done. by my friend General Gatacre’s Committee, must I think 
admit that the latter Committee was, to say the least of it, fortunate in being 
appointed just as the disease was declining. They got the credit for what 
would in any. case have pappendt from natural causes. Mr, Snow carried on 
the work up to that period under the provisions of the ordinary law, and so 
far from its being admitted that the Bombay Corporation failed, tie popular 
verdict on that side of India now is in favour of taking plague management 
out of the hands of the Special Committee and making it over to the Municipal 
Commissioner, who corresponds to the Chairman in the Bill, 





“My hon’ble friend commented onthe frequent change of Chairmen, 
That, 1 admit, is very much to be regretted, but like many other things, it 
has largely to do with the system on which work has to be done. If a man 
has to. do orbs race ‘of work twice over, it is no great wonder if he breaks 
down. When ordinarily the Executive work of the City is heavy enough to 
task the energies of any one man if he has merely to do it, and be done with 
it; if he has to do it over and over again and fight constant battles with 
Committees, it is enough to break down a, man. Nor is there any reason to 
suppose that a non-official Chairman would stand such a strain any better than 
an official Chairman. s 


“A reference was made to Sir Henry Harrison’s Note, when the present 
Act came into force, distributing very elaborately, carefully and wisely the 
several functions which the Chairman was entitled to delegate among the 
various Officers of the Corporation to whom those ryan were delegated. 
It is trae that as between the Chairman and his subordinates the powers have 
been distribted; but not as between the Chairman and the Commissioners. 
The Commissioners haye not even by a revocable resolution parted with any 
fraction of .their powers of discretionary interference. One would have 
thought that 9% Commissioners would have ‘said to their Chairman :—‘We make 
over to you such and such powers.’ ‘That, however, was what they did not 
do, and that is why all the trouble has arisen. They left the whole thing 
indefinite. They reserved in regard to each of the sections of the Act the 
tight of revision, of turning everything upside down; and that was what the 
President meant when he said’ that everything was fluid and indefinite ; 
defined enough as far as the subordinates were concerned, but absolutely 
undefined as regards the Chairman. It is literally true that. under the present 
Actno one can say in what part of the nye eran the Executive reside or 
indeed whether there is any Executive at all. The Chairman may have power to 
Sanction verandahs to-day; it may be withdrawn to-morrow and given back the 
day after. In each and every section the power lies with the Commissioners. 
ey may withdraw it generally; they may reserve particular cases; they 
may upset the Chairman in one case and uphold him ina similar case, The 
finale: thing ia a series of conundrums, to which the answers vary from day 
Sid eNO ty te i ? 
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the General Committee and the Chairman will | r 

body. As to that I should like to ask—Is it not better in Executive matters that 
the Chairman and the General Committee should be responsible to nobody, than 
that in such matters nobaets should be responsible to anybody? And what is 
meant by saying that the Chairman and the General Committee would be 
practically responsible to nobody? If it means that their orders will be final 
in cases when the Bill empowers them to do certain things, the 






- Beyond that, making their orders final in no way removes apenas ity. 
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Clearly it is the other way, that it tends rather to enhance the sense of respon- 


sibility than to reduce it, Responsibility in not the same thing as indefinite. 


liability to appexl. A man whose authority is final is far more likely to do the 
se thing than if he is subject ton Committee and the Committee again is 
subject to further authority. Can there be any method more effectual for 
whittling away the sense of responsibility ? Kither he will cei the 
Committee, or he will put before the Committee that which it is likely to 
accept, which need not be the best thing or even the second best. 


“J am not greatly concerned to defend Europeans from the chargethat they 
will not attend to the business of the Corporation in the future, because th 
have not attended to it in the past; because their position under this Bill wi 
be very different from that which they have oceupied under the present Act. 
They could be in the past only an insignificant minority. If they had exerted 
themselves as much as possible and got elected in all the war $ in which it 
was conceivable they might be elected, they would not have had any real power 
in the Municipality. ‘he Hon’ble Member. for the Qaleutta Trades’ Associa- 
tion has stated how Members of that Association, who formerly withdrew from 
serving in the Corporation, came forward at once directly they heard that this 
Bill had been brought in. I believe the same thing has been experienced amongst 
the Members of the Chamber of Commerce, Some years ago leading Members 
of that body did attend meetings of the Corporation and did their work, but 
finding their voice ineffectual, they cried off. ‘There is another point. ‘There 
is an argument which has been used against Européans, and 1 wish all the 
more to meet it, because I find it quoted as having been said by Sir Stuart 
Hogg. He said:— Europeans in this country are, asa rule, en birds of 
ager and will often take a very partial view of measures put before them.’ 

am surprised that a man of Bir Stuart Hogg’s authority should have lent 
his support to such a fallacious statement. In the midst of the floating 
population here, the great mercantile firms are the most stable and the most 
permanent clement. It is true that individual members of such firms go home 
for a change from time to time and from time to time. retire, but the firms go 
on. The whole object of the mercantile community, and especially of the 
Englishmen here, is to found firms which will last. Within the limits of the 
trading community you bave to distinguish between two kinds of traders. 
You have a class of traders, mostly foreigners, who do merely an export 
business, and who, if anything happened to Calcutta, would shift t eir business 
elsewhere and be no worse off. But among the English firms you have what 
you may call fixed capitalists, who have uilt up a trade and invested their 
money in the development of the resources of the country. They have sunk 
willions in Calcutta and with Calcutta they must stand or fall. To speak of 
such firms as birds of passage, because tie individual partners do not live for 
ever, is simply to misuse words. 


“The question of making over certain appointments to the General 
Committce and their withdrawal from the general body of the Corporation 
or 


was referred to on a former occasion, and I think it is unnecersary 

me to add very mach by way of reply to the remarks which I quoted from 
Sir Henry Harrison in my opening speech. But I shall first refer to 9? 
instance within my own personal knowledge. A native friend of mine was 
a candidate for a certain office, and though he was a proud man and hated 
it, he found it necessary to canvass, Well he went his rounds; he had 


-Dante’s experience and found it very unpleasant, but a day or so before the 
election he came to me with a list of positive promises giving him qn absolute 
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round, no doubt a mental resorvation. It 
fo ty, and isa very good illustration of how the present _ 
system But is it fair to put Bie. in such a position? Is it not better 
to withdraw the power? It seems too obvious to need argument, that of all — 
- methods of filling appointments, which pas very careful selection, that of. 
election by a mixed body of 75 persons was by fur the most unsuitable. 


“In connection with this matter there was a reference by the Hon'ble 
Babu Surendranath Banerjee to America. I know Mr. Shaw’s book which my 
friend quoted. Itis an excellent book in its way, but it refers to American 
Manicipalities only incidentally and way of comparison with English 
Municipalities. If my hon’ble friend wishes to know tho best that has been 
written on Municipal Government in America, he should read Mr. Bryce’s 
book, and in ‘wget the chapter called ‘an American view of Municipal 
Government’ by Mr. Seth Low, the Mayor of Brooklyn City. Ho will be 
loft, I believe, with little doubt that Local Self-Government was to a great 
extent a failure in many American Cities. But why did it fail? It failed 
because it was too popular, because it was too democratic. Of late yoars 
they have been retracing their steps. In America, at any rate, there is 
no prejudice inst the elective principle, no bias in favour of autocratic 
| or bureaucratic institutions, But what was one of the chief recommendations 
of the famous Commission, which sat twenty years ago to consider Muni- 
cipal Government and the state of New York? ‘hey proposed ‘an extension 
of the general control and appointing power of the Mayor, the Mayor himself 
being subject to removal for cause by the Governor of the State.’ In Boston 
the Mayor and Aldermen (a body of 12) appoint the heads of all the chief 
departments, In St, Louis the Mayor appoints with the approval of the 
Council. In Hebok ire the Mayor appoints absolutely without confirmation all 
the Executive heads of departments; the theory being that where Executive 
work is to be done, it should be committed to the = Se of one man, So 
thoroughly has this view been accepted by the most democratic community in 
the world, that you can read in Ford’s American Citizen’s Manual ‘there can 
be no question that one of the most prolific sources of official corruption and 
incompetence lies in the multiplication of elective offices.’ If America can go 
as far as that, surely the Bill cannot err greatly in going half way. We pro- 
_ pose merely to transfer a certain power from a less qualified body to a more 
qualified one—to adapt means to the ends they are intended to serve. 









“Then my hon’ble friend says the Government has taken to itself too 

much power. The Government is in this position, that whatever it does or 
does not do, it is held responsible. All Municipal Government is a delega- 
tion from the ruling power of certain of its functions for certain purposes, and 
the limits of that delegation are a pure matter of convenience and experience. 
In this Country the Government is so situated that if anything goes wrong, it 
is immediately held responsible, and it is, therefore, bound to reserve to itself 
4 sufficient power of control, If the town falls into an insanitary state, the 
Government will be told ‘ Why did you let the Municipality do it?’ “And unless 
an effective Act is passed, we'have no reply to that question. I see that the 
| Hon’ble Member for the University referred to race sentiment, and depre- 
cated the introduction of race sentiment into this question. I for one certainly 
did not introduce the question of race sentiment either directly or by sugges- 
- tion, and the reference to it comes from the Hon’ble Member himself; but 
_ 48it has been mentioned, I say the question is one which every now and then 
has to be faced; and you can no more eliminate a certain modicum of raco senti- 
- Ment from matters municipal than you can eliminate the factor of personal 
| from matters of every-day life. : 
. “Then there was some discussion about the relations between various muni- 
“pal authorities in Bombay. This can be best answered by a quotation from 
: a? Honttle Mr. West’s speech in the debate on that Act, There was consi- 
| 





‘erable discussion in the Council as to the relations of the Municipal Commis- 
_ Soners and the Corporation; some said they were co-ordinate authorities; 
| others said they were not. In the Bombay Act, as in this Bill, the authorities 













are not co-ordin e Commis 
independent power in his own circle. H wa 

policy or desires of the Corporation.’ That is a reasonable position for 
the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality to occupy. You *give him 
certain things to do, and powers to do them. As to the rest, he depends for 
all ordinary schemes on the General) Committee and for all larger schemes 
on the Gorporation; and it should be remembered that all schemes of a 
sort depend in the last resort on the power of the purse which rests in the 
Corporation. 


“Some Hon’ble Member referred to the question of Fees. I am aware that 
this is a vexed question on which a good deal has been said, but the Bombay 
experience shows that the system of paying fees to Members of the General 
Committee has worked very smoothly, and it has the support of commercial 
* practice, for it is the custom in almost all public Companies to pay fees to the 
Directors for their attendance at Board meetings, and the experience of all 
business men is that the system is a satisfactory system and works well. 


“ Finally, there is one point of departure from the Bombay system which 

I wish to ‘explain, for it is a matter of some importance. I understood the 
Hon’ble Member for the University to take exception to the composition of the 
General Committee, and he pointed out that it differs from the Bombay 
system. In Bombay the Corporation, which is itself only half elected, appoint, 
eight Members of the Standing Committee, whereas we propose that it should 
appoint only four. The reason for the difference is this, that Bombay differs 
from Calcutta in some very important’ particulars which tell in favour of the 
posal ‘in the Bill. In Bombay it is as a matter of common knowledge that 
natives of all Glasses are very largely concerned in commercial undertakings, 
and they have an infinitely larger interest in the prosperity and trade of the 
‘town ‘than Bengalis, who as a rule hold aloof from business and do not regard 
the 'trade of Calcutta a8 an intimate concern of theirs. ‘Then again, Bombay 
differs further in this, that the European element is very much smaller, and the 
European commercial element has not such a permanent interest in the City as 
it has here, there is not the same amount of European invested capital, and 
‘you have there the case, which is very uncommon here, of a number of 
hative firms trading under European names. Thirdly, the Muhammadans 
‘of Bombay are a far richer and stronger body than they are here in Calcutta, 
and you have ‘there also ‘the Parsees. The result is that you may almost 
say that the Bombay community is homogeneous. It is of course not literally 
homogeneous, but the different classes are so evenly balanced that you 






may practically treat that community as one that is homogeneous, You do not | 


need, therefore, to go out of your way to prevent any one section of the com- 
munity being swamped by others, and it was conspicuous at a meeting of the 
Bombay Standing Committee which I attended last July that the proportion 
between the various communities was very evenly balanced. It was distinctly 
a cosmopolitan assembly, which is the last thing which can be said of the 
General Committee here. 


“ This is all I haye to say by way of reply. I have endeavoured to answer 
the criticisms of my hon’ble friends, so far as I have been.able to follow them, 
and I have again to thank them for the courtesy which they haye shown me 
in discussing this measure.” 


The Hon’ble rue Prestpent said :—‘I shall not detain the Council at any 
length, as I am physically unfit to do so, but it is necessary for me to say Son° 
t. ing in-winding up this debate. I think the Corporation has lost nothing 
at the hands of its defenders here, and I have listened with considerable 
interest and pleasure to the speeches which have been made during the last, two 
days. I have admitted fully that the Corporation has done good work, and 
that it is not in respect of its larger schemes that it is most open to adverse 
criticism, though indeed I remember that even in respect of one of in 
schemes, I once myself declared it in this Council years to be an ‘arse 
of delays.’ But there is no doubt that much good work has been dono by_ the 
Corporation, and I recognise that there are many good men among its Members: 
‘Thave been intimately acquainted with the affairs of the Municipality from 
the time when I first came Parade ‘or 1865; for during may 










_ years I was myself in direct charge | sof “Municipalities as § 
to the Government of Bengal in the Municipal Department. I have been 
intimately | with all the Chairmen of the Corporation, with the 
exception of Mr, Harry Lee, and there was not one of those Chairmen whom 
I have known who have not told me at one time or other that the system on 
which the Corporation has been constituted is a system which it is almost. ~ 












impossible for any one, were he an angel from heaven, to work satisfactorily. — | 


It is perfectly true that; some of them haye succeeded in getting business 
done, but if you refer to the debates in this Council and to Sir Henry Harrison's 
speeches in 1888, you will not find more. scathing criticism of the Corporation 
and the way in which its business is carried on than in those utterances, When, 
therefore, we came face to face with a possible appalling emergency in the shape 
of an approaching plague, | felt it necessary to take stock of the situation. I 
shall not be here, but [ wish most solemnly and emphatically to utter a warning 
to you that you should not assume that the plague will not come to Calcutta, 
Ido not at all like the conditions of things at present in Upper India, 
Experience shows that the plague may stay with us for years. I hope to God 
it may not. But it may, and we are in more danger here in Calcutta from the 
appearance of the plague in Upper India, in the Panjab and the North-Western 
Provinces, than we are from its existence in Bombay, because the opulation 
of those parts of the country is far more migratory. We have already stopped 
one distinet case of plague coming from the Panjab into Bengal at. Chausa, and 
the most stringent orders have been given that any one showing symptoms of 
the slightest appearance of plague should not be allowed to pass; and the 
Medical Officers of the Government have been told that I hold them personally 
responsible that not a single case should escape their vigilance. But you never 
know when it may come. A case may escape attention, and therefore I say 
that in Calcutta you must keep your eyes,open and put your house in order, 
“Now [have said that there are many good men in the Municipality. 
There are, though I am sorry to say that some of the best of them have 
deliberatel ps themselves ‘aloof from me during the whole time I have been 
here; but that does not prevent me from recognising their worth and that they 
have done good work. Ihave read through the whole of the proceedings of 
the Corporation for years past, cubic feet of them, the proceedings of General 
Meetings and of the General Committee and of aa and Sub-Committees, 
and I have formed my own judgmeni of the men who are doing good and 
effective work on these Committees, and it was a pleasure to me to pick out 
two of them and to ask them to help us in the matter of the building regula- 
tions, and,I wish now to acknowledge with thanks the work they have done 
on the Building Commission... Their assistance has beon of the utmost import- 
ance both to the Hon’ble Mr, Risley and to the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Trevelyan ; 
and if I thought that under this Bill the City was going to be deprived of the 
services of men like these, I would throw the Bill into the fire. But my own 
belief is that it is only in this way or by some such scheme that we can give full 
effect to the worth of men like these. It is perfectly true, as my hon’ble friend 
Babu Norendra Nath Sen has told us, that we should look at the work done by 
the Corporation. I see it—I have admitted it; there is a fair outside and an 
imposing superstructure, but we all know that beneath this thore is a’ good deal 
of what no Corporation or any one can feel proud of. I am not going to 
make an attack upon individuals or upon anybody specifically, but we all know 
that there is underneath the surface, in the present system of working, things 
which ought not to be. We all know that there aro certain classes of candidates 
who come forward to contest municipal elections, not out of love for the public 
service, but out of a regard for their own personal advantage. We all know 
. that when it comes to the question of making appointments in the Municipality, 
there is canvassing, there is jobbery, there is even corruption; and T say that 
the work of no Ci:y can be carried on until there is some effective stop put to 
iuquities of that description. My theory of the Bill, the cardinal principle 
_ of the Bill, the essence of it, is that we must leave the ordinary every-day 
Work of the City in one man’s hands. That is a principle which, us the 
Hon’ble Saat nena has told us, is recognised in the more advanced Cities 
of os nr Meaoa ere is less corruption than in some of the other Cities. 











matter of arrangement and detail, In theory under the present Act 


ower is given to the Chairman, but you have not done that. You 
Fave insisted on interference the appointment of Committees and Sub- 
Committees. You talk of your Chairman constantly breaking down. 1 say you 
do your best to kill them ; both Mr. Williams and Mr. Bright, and others beside 
them have been broken down by the way in which the work has to be done and 
re-done. It is not, however, owing to complaints either Mr. Williams or 
Mr. Bright that this Bill has taken its origin. That is an entire mistake, 
Mr. Bright is rather proud of the way in which he was getting on with the 
Commissioners; but I have seen him coming staggering into my room after 
aday'’s work quite exhausted, and when I asked him what he had been 
doing, he said he had been engaged sitting with a Committee for four 
hours at the end of his day’s work. Ido not want to make the Chairman 
absolute. 1 want him to huve the power todo the every-da work of the 
Corporation, but I have carefully provided that every ember of the 
Corporation capable of doing good work should have the geen of 
doing so, and if the Select Bictaralitee find in going through this Bill that 
the actual distribution. of power as its stands at present can be improved, 
it will be open to them to make a recommendation to that effect and to 
introduce emendations in the Bill for that purpose. I shall say one word 
about a thing which struck me yesterday very forcibly with reference to what 

fell from the Hon’ble Member for the Corporation. He said something about 
a Member of the Calcutta Trades Association who was a Member of some 
Committee and who said how admirably they had got on there. Why on 
earth then should not the popular representatives also get on in the General 
Committee? Is it supposed that every question which will come before the 
General Committee will be a question between Natives and Europeans? 
Surely, even if they are popular representatives, they should not treat business 
questions in that way. ‘here is no reason to suppose that there will be an 
“jenaeganey? majority in the General Committee, Men of all classes will, 

hope, unite then to do the work of the town in a businesslike way. There 
~ ‘need not be and should not be any faction fights. I hope that the se ections of 
men to serve on the General Committee will be such that every man who is 
a member of that body will show himself willing to do good work and assist in 
considering what is brought forward, and he will find that he will be’ able to 
work with his European colleagues and the Government nominees just as if 
they too had been ciiosen by popular representation. 


“J do not think I need go into details, but I just wish to notice one point 
as to what has been said about the domination of minorities. Of course Hon’ble 
Members refer entirely to numerical rhinorities, the democratic notion of major- 
ities and minorities. I have no hesitation in saying that there is no country in 
the world where that principle applies with less propriety than in India. We 
have not to count heads, but to weigh interests in deciding on_ the best form of 
City Government. The figures which the Hon’ble Mr. Risley has quoted 
show that, however much you may talk and write about it, the elective system in 
“Calcutta is not a popular system. It is a system which appeals to very limited 
numbers, and to talk about the poor rate-payers taking an interest in this Bill 
because ay will be oppressed under it is abject nonsense. In fact they will 
have much less to pay under this Bill than they have now. 


‘‘ Now as regards the representation on the Committee of the trade and 
commerce of the town, 1am happy to know that we have behind us the support 
of the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State, I may say, takes a very | 
interest in this measure, and on the very day | was leaving London I received 


a note by special messenger assuring me of his strong support in carrying out 


any measure necessary for tho well-being of Calcutta, and he writes in his 
Despatch to the Government of India:— ; 


*I accept the view token by your Government and by tho Lieutenant-Governor of 
_ Bengal that some change is required in the Usleutta Municipal Law with a view to a ‘i 
ening the Executive; and I approve of the pro that the bodies which represent the trade 
of Caloutta should have a voice on the General Committee (or ‘Town Council) of 12 Members, 
which will be the Executive body of the new Municiptiity.’ 
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